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Introduction

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) has been a fundamental part
of national development because of its positive effect on industrial production,
economic growth and national security. TVET encompasses practical and technical skill
acquisition training and manpower development, which can also be referred to as
capacity building and selfreliant programme. TVET, therefore, is the most suitable
programme for youth empowerment and development in Nigeria. Youth empowerment
in many nations is geared towards equipping them with skills for self-employment and
nation-building. The rate of unemployment and under-employment among Nigerian
youths and graduates is on the rise, and crime and poverty rates have equally increased
(Nwankwo, Igwe & Nwaogbe 2013). Education is considered the key to effective
development strategies. TVET must be the master key that can alleviate poverty,
empower the youths, improve the quality of life for all, and help attain sustainable
development. Without proper and adequate technology education, economic and social

wellbeing of the citizens suffer (Igwe, Atsumbe, Nwankwo and Raymond 2013).

As the world emerges from the current economic downturn, the ability of a country to
increase the skills of its workforce is of significant importance to attaining national
security. The need to increase employment opportunities and to enhance the
workforce’s social mobility through improved employment is of uttermost necessity in
Nigeria. Poverty and inequality are major drivers of instability and insecurity, and TVET
can help to reduce poverty and inequality by providing economic opportunities for
disadvantaged and marginalized youths. Furthermore, TVET can support military

preparedness by providing the skills and knowledge needed for the defencs

. and security
industries.
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There is no doubt that TVET, both in its process andl-op(:;an;lcllﬂ Ctl.lmensi(,ns’ Whey,
combined with human development, improves the q1.13 I(tIY pChikC 8;: f the grow,
and sustainability of the economy and national security (Igwe, - e Okoh & Gapq
Akawu 2017). This paper, therefore, will explore tlfe ?Uilltng or ectllgagl‘ng the TVET
programme in empowering the youths for economic Inc us(lion an flatlonal Security,
Challenges were discussed and recommt‘:ndatlon made toh Improve  yoy
empowerment through effective implementation of TVET to enhance PdeuCtivity,
economy and national security.

According to UNICEF (2023), International Organisations such as the United Nationg
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations (UN) have a track record of
promoting and advocating for all peoples’ right to decent education. According to [1 ()
(2017), the same fundamental rights to education for all children are inscribed in both
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The need for quality education for all children i
consistent with the primary aim of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG), which
supports equitable access to vocational training for marginalised groups such as people
with disabilities, at all levels in the society (UNESCO 2020).

TVET teachers are key to promoting inclusive practices in the institutions by creating
an enabling environment to ensure that all learners can access TVET education despite
any form of disability (Pirzada et al. 2024). Those in leadership are supposed to
demonstrate a commitment to creating inclusive school environments that
accommodate students from diverse upbringings. Such practices should recognize and
acknowledge differences between learners, reflecting variations in the school

. curriculum and learning materials, and further developing inclusive cultural awareness
in teaching personnel and empowering learners (UNESCO 2020).

The Status of TVET in Nigeria

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) is an educational
programme that provides practical, jobrelated skills and knowledge that prepare

students for specific occupations and careers, UNESCO insti : learning
(2018) defines TVET as education and training wh institute for lifelong

ich provides knowledge and skills for
employment, decent work and entrepreneurship, whether for the local, national of

kills needed in today’s increasing!
market,

TVET can be traced back to the indug
vocational education was introduce
society. Over time, TVET evolved

;’ fal revolution in the 18" and 19* centuries Wh?n
e t0 meet the needs of the emerging industr®?
meeg the Changing needs of the economy #°
\
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society, with a focus on providing skills and knowledge for a wide range of occupations.
Today, TVET is recognized as an important component of education and training
system in many countries.

TVET in developing countries like Nigeria is particularly important in playing a key
role in poverty reduction, economic growth, social inclusion and national security. NPE
(2019) stipulates that TVET provides trained manpower in the applied sciences,
technology and business, particularly at craft and advanced craft levels. TVET also
provides the technical knowledge and vocational skills for agricultural, commercial and
economic development. Achieving the above goals go a long way in empowering the
youths and ensuring economic inclusion and national security.

In Nigeria, TVET programme is offered in a variety of settings, including secondary
schools, technical colleges, polytechnics, universities and training centres. National
Board for Technical Education (NBTE) is saddled with the responsibility of ensuring
effective implementation of TVET curriculum in various institutions in the nation
(NBTE 2014). TVET has the potential to provide an alternative to academic education,
which is often inaccessible or unaffordable for many people. TVET can also help to
create jobs and promote entrepreneurship which are key drivers of economic growth
and poverty reduction. At global platforms, international organization such as
UNESCO, the World Bank and ILO have recognized the importance of TVET and are
working to promote its development and expansion around the world. The World Bank
Group has identified TVET as one of its key priorities and has provided funding and
technical assistance to support TVET programmes. The UNESCO Institute for
Lifelong Learning (UIL) is a centre of excellence in lifelong learning with a focus on
TVET. It provides technical assistance, research, and policy advice to help countries
develop and improve their TVET systems.

The Concept of Youth Empowerment

Youth empowerment could be referred to as a way of enabling young ones to have skills,
knowledge and attitude needed to take control of their lives and make meaningful
contributions to their society. World Bank (2012) defined empowerment as the process
of enhancing the capacity of individuals or groups to make choices and to transform
those choices into desired actions and outcomes. This definition sees empowerment in
the light of human capacity building for the purpose of making the individual or groups
selfreliant. Empowerment in this context is the process of building youths in the aspect
of skills, economic, social, moral and financial security development with the aim of
making them selfreliant enough to contribute to the society at large.

Youths remain the catalyst for sustainable national development. With the high level of

unemployment in Nigeria today, the government cannot afford to leave the youths un-

e : . : . ;
mpowered. Every nation seeks a more creative and innovative technology education to
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mpowerment, as no nation can rise beyond i

1 of the quality and qua.ntity of hefr workforce,
Furthermore, repositioning TVET will safeguard Fhe youths agams(ti eng;gmg in armed
robbery, hired assassination, kidnapping, pOIitlcal thug.(git'zry aﬁ mt {t;ncy AR
others. To actively empower the youths involves B t elm “(I;t r‘;sol%r(:es’
opportunities, and support systems required for the}r persona. .ar; hpro essional
development which will in turn drive and encourage social and political change.

sustain its economy through youth e
productive capacity which is a functio

The Impact of TVET on Economic Susminabiﬁty_ -
Technology driven approach for economic sustainability and development of any

country is an important factor. All developing and underdeveloped economies are

maintained through agriculture industry, transport, banking, health and education that
require improved technology, so as to facilitate and enhance productivity. Therefore,

TVET is at the very core of economic sustainability of any nation. Every nation depends
on production for growth. The integration of TVET in training the youths to enhance

production will facilitate, not only growth, but also ensure a sustainable economy (ILO,

2020).
The impact of TVET on economic sustainability is huge and cuts across different

spheres as the youths fully engage in productive activities to keep off criminality in the
society. Some of these benefits include:

Increased technically skilled manpower: TVET with the mandate of training and
empowering the citizens, especially youths with the needed knowledge, skills and

attitudes to be gainfully employed, or better still be self-reliant and employ others is very
crucial. This will help meet the required technically skilled manpower need of the
industrial sector for increased productivity and economic sustainability.

Increased employment opportunities and improved standard of living: One of the
greatest challenges youths in Nigeria today face is unemployment, and in some cases
underemployment. This results to low standard of living and in the worst case,
engagement in dehumanizing and criminal practices in the effort to meet the basic
needs of life. A sustainable economy is that which can meet the needs and demands of
its citizenry today and in the future. This can be achieved by effective and efficient
management of available human and material resources within and outside the society.

High and stable productivity: This guarantees continuous economic growth and
development of any nation and it is the kind of productivity that is not possible without
skilled manpower and the strategic inclusion of TVET in empowering the youths for a
sustainable economy. Developing skills from informal sectors such as entrepreneurship
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guarantee promotion of economic growth and sustainability. Most developed nations
have understood the concept and impact of TVET and that is why their economies are
thriving and growing day by day and are immune to economic downturns.

Nigeria needs to stop giving lip service to empowering youths, but should go ahead to
help them acquire skills, knowledge and attitudes that they need for employment
through a well-developed TVET programme. Buying motorcycles, sewing machines and
sharing money to youths are not the appropriate ways to empower them. Give the youths
skills and knowledge needed for meaningful employment instead.

The Role of TVET on Youths’ Empowerment

Majority of African youths continue to face unemployment, underemployment, poverty
and lack of skills and relevant education. Many are also denied access to capital, and
many others are left with unmet expectations (African Union, 2012). Massive youth
unemployment in any nation is an indication of a far more complex problem. The
situation of unemployment in Nigeria has been on the increase and has resulted in
increase in social vices, human capacity underutilization, and increased poverty among
the citizenry, social alienation and weak purchasing power among other negativities.
Worst still are the issues of kidnapping, banditry, ritual killings and assassinations.

Empowering the youths through TVET can be actualized for personal and professional
development, social and emotional skills, innovation and creativity, developing
civic/community engagement, developing global citizenship and transferable skills (AU
2019) ADB 2016, UNESC 2019).

Personal development of youth through TVET: TVET can help youths develop a
positive mind set by encouraging learners to view failures and setbacks as opportunities
for learning and growth. It also encourages self-reflection and personal growth by
providing opportunities for feedback, which in turn improves ethical and moral
reasoning by providing opportunities for ethical decision taking and problem solving.
TVET programme provides the youths with challenges that makes them develop critical
and creative thinking skills which will result in not just personal development, but

innovative end products.

Professional development of youths through TVET: Youths engaged in TVET
programme eventually develop their professional career due to the fact that nobody can
rise professionally more than their level of personal abilities and capabilities. TVET
provides youths with leadership skills and management training which can help them
take on greater responsibilities. Business/workplace adaptability and resilience are
major ingredients of professional career success. This is the ability to knowledgably and
skilfully respond to changing job requirements and technological advancements. Being
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