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Terrorism is a global challenge th t . d ·.·· .. 

fair share of this challenge ~ n_ee s to be tackled headl0ng. Nigeria as a nation has had it 

de. velopment and stability 
1
·n tL an it atte~dant consequences negatively affect ec0nomic 

. N" . ne country Vanous s ·ty d . 11· . 
place m 1ger,1a towards tac kl• th. h · 

1 
ecun an mte 1gence mea0s To.as been put m 

to be escalating. This p>a mJ Is c a lenge. However, the incidernce o.f terr0rism acts seems1 

challenge. Tlr1e concepts it;e~ov?cates the rol~ 0 f techni~al education in curbing this ugly 

highlighted the importance oft r~sn:1 and tech~ical educati~h were pr~sented. The pap~r al~o 

Nigeria. Therefore to ade· u ec meal edu~ati~n a~d h?w it caq be U$ed to curb terrorism m 

a nation must think t h . ~ ately cu~b terronsm m ~1gena;lt was recommended that Nigeria as 

. technical education ~c ~h.,~ ~ducat10n, t~lk techmcal education, trust tecliri.ical e<ilucation, try 

life. ' ap ec meal educat10n and make technica~ education a Nigerian way o:f 

Introduction 

~he term terroris1:1 emanates fro_m a Iatin word "terrere", meaning "to frighten". It is the use of 

vwlent acts to iright€n peo~le m an area. as a way of trying to achiev€· a particular goal. It 

connotes unlawful use of v10lence or threat of violence to i11still fear and intimidatiion on 

government and societies tG)Wards achieving a predetermine aim.T€rroris~ has been dif.Versel;y 

defined by various individuals and organizations. For instance, Arab Convention for the 

Suppression of Terrorism ( 199 8) defines Terrorism as any act or threat of violence, whatever its 

motives or purposes, that oc.curs in the advancement of an individual o:r collective criminal 

agenda and seeking to sow panic among people, causing fear by harming th€m, or to pl!lblic 

placing their lives, liberty or security in danger, or seeking to cause tdamage to the environment 

or private installations or property or to occupying or seizing them, or seeking to j€opardize 

national resources. United Nations Security council (2005) on t~e other hand defines terrorism 

as any act intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civil{ans·ornon-combatants with the 

purpose of intimidating a population or compelling a government o~ an international 

organization to do or abstain from doing any act. Generally, terrorism may be seen as the 

aggression unjustly carried out 0y i~dividuals, ~oups or st~t~s against human beiNgs._It includes 

forms of unjustly terrifying, harmmg,_ threatenmg, and ~dl~n? of people an~ ban~Ifr?'· It also 

includes any violent act or threat earned out as part o~ 1~d1v1dual or collectiv~ cnmmal plan 

aimed at terrifying or harming people or endangermg their hves, fFeedom or secunty. 

Furth Nacos (2005) stated that terrorism is the use or the threat of the use of violence, a 
ermore, . 1 • · d f.f:'. · h 

th d f bat or a strategy to achieve certam targets. t aims tom uce a s·tate o 1ear mt e 
me o o com , h · · 1 1 · · · 
victim which is ruthless and does not c?nform t

1
o u::m~~~ ;u ?· errons~·1s _an a

1
nx1_ety-

. . . ' t1 d ofrepeated violent act10n, emp oye y m 1v1 ua , or group 1or 1deo, og1cal, 

m~pi:mg me 
1

~ .f 1 reasons. In a nutshell, it is the use of violence against random civilian 

cnmm~l, or po 
1 1

.c~. •date orto create generalized pervasive fear fotthe purpose of achieving 

tar~~ts u: Or<ler;o 
1
~hi_m~icle terrorism is the use of violence to physically and psychologically 

pohtJ~al goals. or_ 
15 f eople by an individual or a group in order to draw attention to a cause, 

terronze ~ populatwn ° P gain political power. Hence, terrorism is the deliberate creation and 

enact po1_1t1cal chan}~~ ':ringing about political change.All terrorist acts involve physical acts 

explo1tat10n of fear f . olence and crime. These violent acts are committed by members of 

ofviolenc~ or the thfea~ 
0 

VJ. st acts involveunlawful killings, bombing, threat of attack, 

the terronst group. :1. erron 
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kidnapping, rape, destruction of . . 
criminal vices. The weapons used trorrty,. ar~ed robb~ry, msurgency, rebellion, among other 
bombs,firearms chemical· and b" YI e_rrolnsts m the various types of terrorism basically include -. 

• . ' 10 o0 1ca weapons a d 1 1:: • • 
commumcation technology d . ,j; . . , n . severa 1orms of mformat1on and 
l I' 200 I, when a terrorist oattacekv1ces. e~odnsm did not gam global Jt>Opularity until September 

was came out on USA. 

Types o_fTerrorism 
Based onresearch data d . . . 
·types ofte . · an em~mcal evidence by Nick, David _and Irving (2013), the various 

rronsm among others mclude: 
1. Domestic terroris . Th. · f . . 

•th· h - m · · is is a type o terronsm earned out by residents of a country 

2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

w1 mt at country. 
International te · · · · 
country. 

- rrorism: 1t 1s camed out by representatives of a country against another 

Non-state t~rrorisin: it is carried out by extremistsandrevolutionistforlheir own sake 
8tate-spo~sored ~errorism: carried out by a government against its own people or in 
support ot mte~at_1onal terrorism against another government 
In~ernecme: this 1s a conflict that spills over into another cmmtry OF fought on foreign 
soil 

R~ligious terrori~m :· -is the type of terrorism motivated by religious ideologies ancd 
gnevances. Religious terrorism is particularly dangerous due to the fanaticism of those 
who practice it and their willingness to sacrifice themselves for the cause 
Right wing terrorism~ is the type that aims to combat liberal govemments and preserve 
traditional social orders. Right Wing terrorism is commonly characterized by militias ' 
and gangs; many times these groups ant racially motivated and aim to marginalize 
minorities within a country. 
Left wing terrorism: is the type of terrorism where theterrorist groups seek to 
overthrow capitalist democracies and establish socialist or communist governments in 
their place. 
Separatist terrorism: is the type of terrorism that seeks to cause fragmentation within a 
country and establishment a new country. This type of terrorism is typical of minorities 

within a country that desire their own, ·commonly due to discrimination from the_ 

majority group.· 
Cyber terrorism: it involves the use of information and communieation technology 

devices . such as computers, internet devices, wired devices and wireless devices 

communication devices to hack into an organization data base, corrupt computer data 

files with th€ aid of virus and other criminal activity that has often combined destruction 

of property with financial crime, p~sting false infor:nation, propaganda, economic 

warfare and possibly physical harm to mnocent human lives. 

Brief History of Terrorism in Nigeri~ . 
Th h N. eria has remained a relatively peaceful and terror free country between 1967 and 

19;i,g O be~~ (2012) argues that the killing of Mr. Dele Giwa, ?Y a 'Letter ~omb' in_ October 19~6 

marked the beginning qf violent killing and use of Improv1sefdDExplos1ve Dh_~v1ckesd(IENJ?s) ~Fl , 

. • S b tly the Movement for the Advancement o emocracy 1Jac e a 1gena 
N!gena. ? seri~e~ iober l9-93 following the annulmentofChiefM.K.O.Abiola'spresidential 

Airw:ays aiftrcra h~n c_ . usborribblastripped Shed 6 ofllorinStadium inAugust 1994. 
elect10n.A ert 1s, a view -

. • h . · curred since then.For instance between 1996 and 1998 there was 
Several other mcidents avt ~c th n Chief Security Officer of Federal Aviation Authority of 

bomb attack on the c~r S<? b.t e e tly the escort car of the former Military Administrator of 

Nl·ger1· a Dr. Omoshola. u sequen ' k d 
' · . · ·(Rtd) s attac e . 

Lagos State, Bng Gen M.B Marwa · wa . . 
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ut hcr notable acts of terrorism in Nigeria . 0 . . 
i. Ge1~err1l sectarian violence in Jos (';o~/; uom1omar1zed a~ fo llows: 
"' ~er·,e•s of· b · b. . , - , and 2011), 
u. ~ ·· - om mgs and k11'lings · M · d . . . · 
iii. The2010NewYear'sEve . ..m 81 ugun.(smc·e!?04todate). 

iv. 

v. 
VI. 

vii. 

Abuja. bombmg ofMogad1shu Mr\1tary Cantonment Mammy Market 

The l.,October2010eo b. · Ab· · · h 
Jndepend A . m mg m UJa that d1sorgariized tne marking ofNigeria's 50t 

ence nmversary. · 

~~=t~a~0o Market _bom~ings in ~auc~i, and Zuba near Abuja in 201.1. 
A .

18
P
2011 

INEI t Presidential E~ect1on v10lence in theNorthern parts ofNige1tia 
pn ' C ~ffice SuleJa bombing . 

viii . ~~;_9, 20l l bomb mg of social drinking sports in Maidugu~i an1 Zuba an outskirts of 

ix. 
x. 
XI. 

XII. 

June 16, 2011 Nigeria Police F@rce Headquarters bombing in Abuja. 
AuguSt 26, 2011 bombing of UN House in Abuja. 

Nov 4, 20ll b~m?ing _of Army Task Force Operational, PoliceHeadqum ei:s and other 

gov~rnment bmldmg~ 111 Damaturu, \'iobe State and Maiduguri in Berno State. 

Chnstrnas day bombing at St Theresa Catholic Church in Madalla near Abujia {25th 
December, 2011). . 

xiii . Mubi, Yola, Gombe andMa~duguri bombings (5th-6th January, 2012). 

xiv. Kano bombings (20th January and 1st F ebrnary, 2012). . 
xv. Headquarters of 1 Division Nigerian Army and Kawo bridge bombings in Kaduna {7th 

February 2012). 

xv 1. N_yanya ~otor Park bombing on Monday,Ap,ril 14, 2014 . 

. xvii . K1dnappmg of over200 school girls in Chibok, Bomo State onMonday,ApFi,l 14, 2014. 

And many more. 

Causes and Effects of Terrorism 
Based on an extensive examination of journal article~ aml books @n terrorism written by various 

experts on the matter, the causes of terrorism are: unemployment, underemployment, t>OV~rty, 

ignorance, corruption, religious fanaticism, @ppression, hist@rical grievances, violation of 

international law, hatred for world JDOWers, social and political injustice, financial gain, racism, 

guilt by associations, supporting sympathizers, mortality silence, and faiihm~ of conventional 

channel of expression, communication and publicity .. However, research data revealed that the 

major cause of terrorism in Nigeria is unemployment, poverty and corruption (Linus, 2012). 

This is true because a high percentage of Nigerian youth are unemployed. Th~s~ desperate 

unemployed youths most of which are graduates from· various tertiary institutions in a bid t0 

survive becomes a tool for terrorist groups to use to perpetrate evil.The activities of terrorist in 

any part of the world may lead to the following:(l )Public insecurity Ci ) Liveliho@d 

crisis(3)Human right abuses (4)Population displacement and refugee debacle and'(S~ Human 

casua]ties/fatalities. Since it has beenshown that unemployment is a major cause of teFrorism in 

Nigeria, this challenge may therefore be tackled with the use of technical education. 

Concept of Technical Education 

Technical education is the type of education that leads to ~e development of skills and 

- knowledge to be applied in practical situations. It is the development of knowledge, skills and 

attitudes necessary for a place in the workforce (Foks, 1990). It is education that prepares and 

qualifies the learner for work in a tr~de or ot~er techn!cal skill-bas~d jobs. The Fe?eral 

Government of Nigeria (FGN)(2004) m her Nat10nal policy on education de:filned Vocat1@nal 

Technical education as a term referring to those aspects of the educational process involving, in 

addition to general education, the study oftechn·ologies and related sciences and the acquisition 

of p ractical skills, attitudes,. un~erstanding and knowled~e relating_ to ?ccupations in various 

sectors of economic and social hfe. The concept of techmcal €ducation 1s further elaborated as 
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An integral part ofg 
. enera] education 

a means ofprepar1'no ~ ' . 
k · o 1or occu · . . . . . wor pational fields and for effoctive part1c1pat10n m vJorld of 

an aspect oflifelono lea . . 
· o mmo-and.ap . . . iv. an instrument fi . 0 reparnt10n for responsible cit1zensh1ps, 

or promotmg env: 
v. And a meth<:>d f 

11 
. . ironmentally sound sustainable development, 

. . o a eviatmgpoverty. 
Techmcal educatmn 1·-s de . d . . - s1gne to 'd . . . . c. gamfu.l employment as skill d ~ro~i e technological skills and prepare md1v1duals 1or 
iridivi?uals coulcl be self-rel~an~r {e~i-~kille<d wor~er in a recognized occupation su.ch that such 
of nat101:aI develof)ment strate ie e~hmcal Edu~at~on has also been described asan mtt:~l part 
econom_10 development. It the~e! m m~any s_oc1~t~es because ©~ its imp.act on product1vrty and 
productive citizen in va • ore ~Ives md1v1duals th~ skills to live, learn and work as 
technical education is to nous occupatio?al. areas in th@ society. One cardinal philosophy of , 
for securing and holdi ensure human digmty by enabling individuals acquire skills necessary 

ng emp oyment for a decent living. 

Such occupational areas in I d . 
education fine d r· d cu e agn~ultural education, business educations, computer 
industrial 'techni~:l edp ie_ arts e~ucatwz:1-, home economics e?ucation, trades occupatio~, 

f . 
1
. . ucatwn, and mdustnal technology educat10n among others. The basic 

areas O speci~ I~ations under industrial technology education usually include: automobile 
technology, bmldmg tech~ol0gy, electrical electronics technology, metal work technology and 
woodwork technology. It mcludes sub professional training and retraining offered at technical 
colleges and tr~de centres to yrepare individuals for gainful employment and for progress in 
advai:iced teohmc~l ?r profess10nal occupations. In addition to these, there are also other lifelong 
leamm.g opportumt1es available for acquiring technical knowledge and skills through t€chnical 
educat10n. · 

Importance ofTechnical Education in Economic and TechnologicalDevelopment 
My research findings revealed that many developed countries of the world have recognized the 
great importance attached to Technica_l educatibn and have therefore accor<iled it the attentionit 
deserves. They have regarded· Technical education as the basis of industrial andtechno}ogical 
advancement. They saw Tecpnical education as a means to job creation, poverty reduction and 
technological development. Several countries that have breakthroughin the technological world 
today are those that have placed more emphasis and invested substantially on Technical . 
education and have proper planning and reasonable policy. The Uniited States of America in · 
recognition of theimportance ?f Techn~ca~ educa~ion ~stabli_shed public _technical secondary 
schoolsthat introduced extensive pubhc mstruct10n m agnculture, while theDutch school 
system provided technical education for one-third of itspupils between the ages of 14 and 16 

years. 

Dutch provided Technicaltraining centers in second~ry or ~igh sc?ools o~ering teGhnical 
training forlifelong trade together with general academic stu~1es. l~dia and As~ahave investe? 
heaviJy in technical education and_ the benefits are veryglarm~ with a· gr~at 1mp~ct on ~eir 
technological and economic development. I~ thehpashtdecadde th

1
ey hdavhe ~h~fte~ t? mformat~on 

d l
·cati·on technology.These countnes t at ave eve ope t e1r .tecr1mcal educat10n 

an commun · · 11 I dd" · th h have been described as being secured econom1ca y. n a it1on, ey ave aiso been ~ble 

t d d Ctl·ve entrepreneurs. As a matter of fact, some of the socalledexpatnate 
opro uce pro u . N' . d f th hn. 1 . 1 

professionals who are no,w highly rated-m igen~
1
are ~ro ~cts o d e tee 1ca and vocat1ona 

· · t fthese countries and notnecessan y umvers1ty gra uates. tram mg cen ers o _ 
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11o,.vt .. 0UseTechnica)EducationasToolforC b' ~ · • • N" .. 
[Jpving established that a large percentage. of Nu_r •?g errothnsm m igelnyaed and have often · 1 . d . . 1genan you s ar.eunemp o f 
been t 1_e r:a y tool_ m th~ hand ofunscrupuious individ1:1als or group to perpetuate a state_ o 
Insecurity mthe nation, and that technical education is a moreeffective·t00I1 in the hand efano/ 
gove_rnment to curb theproble~s of underdevelopment and terrorism, it is . importaat , to 
cons1d_erh_o':" we c~ adopt tech.meal education in Nigeria and us·e It effectively. Furthermore, 
n,any 1D<l1V1duals view the ro~t cause of terrorism especially 'the. domestiG terrorism ~n youtb 
~nemployD_1ent, poverty,_ and idleness, as it is said that unemployment b11ings about idleness, 
idle~1ess brmgs about evil, and an evil mind will surely lead to terrori-sm. It scourge co~ld be 
avoi~e? or addressed th!ough technical education. This could be achieved by eagagi~g. or 

• providing the youths with. te~hn~cal skills needed for self-employment thereby alleviatmg 
pover~ and subs~quently ehmmatmg terrorism. 
Tecl.m1cal edu~a_hon can be used tocurbterrnrism in the following way 

1. Orgam:mg sale~ble skill acquisition training programme for the youths where each of 
t?ei:11 will be eq~1pped with a vocational skill in a particular field. This should not only be 

. . hmlt~d to techn~cal fields, it should extend to agriculture, textile among others. 
ll. Provide them with machines aNd equipment at the end of the training programme 
iii. Provide them with all the necessary incentives to staFt up their own business 
iv. Carry out periodic supe~vision on them to ensure continuity . 

Once this i_s pr0~erly done, individuals will be fully engaged and there wi111 Tue no time for 
idleness as it is said that an idle mind is a <devils workshop. lt is worthy of note that it wi.Jl be very 
difficult to convince an individual who is having a decent job to leave his job aad be engaged in a 
dirty work such as terrorism. Hence, the need to create job opportunities for our youths through 
technical education towards curbing terrorism in Nigeria.Apart fr©m using technical education 
to equip individuals with job skills for emp>loyment; technical education can be used to cmrb 
terrorism whenthe military, paramilitary and other security agents underg0: 

1. Massive technical training in the use @f various information and communication 
technology devices for information sharing and trackh).g communication link~. 

2. Massive technical training and retraining in th~ use of remote sensing devices, mapping 
and imagery surveying techniquesto view objects fr.om a very far distance and altitude. 

3. Technical training in the use .of cutting-edge technologies to detect, disrupt and pursue 
terrorists. 

4. Technical training in bomb detection and deactivation. . 
5. Technical training to develop their capacity in info~ation technology needed for 

surveillance, intelligence gatheringand information processing and interpretation. 

6. Technical training in the use of techno_logical gadgets such as surveillance cameras, 
social network analysis, biometric surveillance, data mining and profiling, corporate 
s·urveillance, satellite imagery, among others to monitor data and traffic, such as phone 
cal1s and broadband internet traffic. 

7. Technical training .in the use of closed circuit television (CCTV) and to analyze closed 
circuit television (CCTV) images and spot aggressive human behaviOF. 

Challenges to Effective Technical Education in Nigeria . , 
Technical education in Nigeria has gone through a senes of problems; from thehumble 
beginning it was perceiv~d wrongly as the educa~ion for thedrop-outs or those who coul? ncot 
cope with academic rigor m theformal schools settmg but had to be sent to trade centers. This has 
led tothe slow progress from the earliest tim~s till dat~. Technical e_ducation has beenneglected 
over the years until recent time w?en the nat10nal ~ohcy on e_ducation (FGN, 2004) gave some 
clari fication on its objectives w1threspect to entire e~u~ation system.As laudable as these 
policies seem, they are yet to adeq~ately fulfill ~e ongmal goals of technical ~ducation in 
Nigeria. The consequences are stee:mg _at ~ur nat10n mor~ than eve~ before particularly with 
regards to youthemployment and its 1mphcat10ns on our national security. 
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A lot ?:f problen~s.are facing technical education 11 t' . misperception of the . 
!ech~11cal tdutat1o~progran1me espe_cially by the p;l~c;~!:!r~:~~~:;enerality o(Nigerians, 
~111pr ~per y p ann,e. goyernment p0hcies on technical education as well aslac~ of follow up of 
nnplemen~ed policies, madequate funding, poorincentives for technical education teachers at all levels, madequate and obsolete trai·ni'nof:ac·i·t· . d 1,, .. • 11 d power irrelevant or . . • . . . o 1 1 1es, ma e'(quate s1x1 e man , · inappror\at~ cumcular of tee~mcal e_ducatiion and inadequate training jnstitutio_ns as well as 
~on-t.ec m1oa appr?ach o~ available mstitution offei;;in;g technicalcoUFses. In view of these 
identl_fied problems, fuere;is _an ur~ent need to refonntechnical education in Nigeria i!1,the face of ., 
security ch~llenges.At this J1mct1on, I strongly recommend that the various governments ~nd 
stake~old~rs ~hou_Id make concerted effort to adopt technical education as a tool for curbmg terrorism m N 1gena. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 
[t has. been esta?li_shed tl1;at_ terrorism is a big challenge which can be tac~led by technical 

edu~ation and trammg. This 1s ?ecause one of the major causes of terrorism_1~ unemployment 
and it has been shown that te?1m1cal education is about training for skill acquisit10n ne_cess~ry ~or 
employment. Hence, techmcal education is the right tool for curbing t€rrorism m Nigeria. 
Attempt has be~n made to ?Pen up a channel @f interaction among alll stake holders on t?e n~ed to 
embrace Techmcal e?ucatrnn as a veritable tool for curbing terrorism in our country N1gena. All 
sta~ehold~rs must hve ~p to the challenges of the situation highlighted i~ this paper .0Y 
collaborat1:1g together with appropriate government agencies in the design and 1mplementat!on 
of ~pJc>r_opnate progr~mmes geared towards ensuring sound and functional Technical educa~10n 
which 1s the ~oun~at1o_n fo_r t~cl:nological development and economic advancerr:ent. There~ore 
to curb terrons.t'n m N 1gena, 1t 1s recommended that the nation must think teclm1cal education; 
talk technical education, trust technical education, try technical education and tap techniGal 
education. In fact we must make technical education a Nigerian way oflife. 
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