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Introduction
Housing is onc of the three basic

needs of mankind it the most important for
and man after provision of food. In spite of
the fact that housing is part of - the
urbanization process and a measure of a
country’s level of development a

‘Table 1.2 Building type

- Sources: - Field Work

Table 1.2.-Shows the existing housiﬁg types
with 90.7% being modem and 9.3% as

traditional. The above discussion shows that

the study area is dominated with modern
buildings. Traditional buildings were only
seen in the Centre of the study area. These
types of building are fast fading away. ,
The Physical appearance and condition of
building depends on the materials used for

their construction. The higher the quality of

the materials. The better will be the fitness
of the building structure.

-
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Table 13. Roof .
[ Roof types No %
ron/Aluminum | 199 92.
Abestos 10 4.6
Thatch 6 2.8 S
Total 215 100) N
Sources: Field Work
Table 14. Wall
Wall Types No %
Sand Crete blocks | 97 45.1
Burnt Bricks 8 3.7
Mud Bricks 99 | 460
Mud ‘ v 1 ] 52

| Sources: Field Work

Table 1.5 Foundations

Foundation Types [ No | %
Stores - 47 219
Concrete 161 |75
Mud 7 3.1
Total 1215 100

Sources:  Field Work

Tables 1.3, 14. and 1.5. Shows the
materials used for the construction of the
sampled housing stocks in Maikunkele in
terms of roofs, Walls, and foundations
respectively. Table 1.3 shows that 92.6% of
.the - Mmaterial  used  [or roofing are
nron/Aluminum, 4.6% are Asbestos and
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2K s arc in good conditions jn term of
put e and alsoaccount for why
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puil¢ Table 1.4 shows that the condition of
walls of building in Maikunkele with
37%. 46% and 5.2% f(or sand
et blocks, burnt bricks, mud bricks ang
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ples result, the research concludes thyy

most
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obscrvation revealed that 88.4%. 86% and
88.4% of the building are with mnl'nol
leaking, walls not cracked and foundations
not cexposed respectively from the above
result, the research deduced that the
condition of the buildings arc fair in (crms of
maintenance.

A survey was conducted 10 know the
building condition so that buildings that arc

\ lh'c m(mdilion of the building is fair. good, fair and poor c.unl be ‘ulcn‘ln.ﬁcd. lhe
A wall con le 1.5 shows that 2 table below shows building conditions.
Table 1 ¢ o vt 21.9%. 75% Table 19 Building condition
and 3.1% of the loundation of the building Condition No Y
e stone. Cnncrc.lc gnd mud respectively, Good 30 37.2
With this |'C-SUII' it is goncludcd that the Fair 110 51.2
condition (.)l l'hc buildings in terms of Poor 25 11.6
foundation is fair. - Total 515 00
Also, thc maintenance of building The table above shows that 37.2%.
structures 18 ol great importance in planning, 51.2% and 11.6% of the buildings are good.
because. It z!qd‘s strength to them, thereby fair and poor respectively. Given
extending their life span. Tables 1.6, 1.7 and consideration to housing policy to address
19 show how buildings are maintained in situations, it will mean that 80 building
Maikunkelc. " representing 37.2% of sampled building will
Table 1.6 Roofs be conserved. 110 of the sampled buildings
Leaking No % representing 51.2% will be reconditioned
| Yes 25 1.6 and 25 of the sampled buildings representing
No 190 88.4 11.6% will be redeveloped this can be seen
Total 215 100 in Table above.,
Source: Field Work. Housing does not only cncompass
Table 1.7 Walls the shell of the building but also include the
Cracked No % auxiliary services and community facilities
Yes 30 14 which makes it functional and necessary for
No 185 86 human well being. In order to know and
Total 215 100 assess the level of performance of such
Sources: Field Work services and facilities. a survey was
‘conducted for housing facilities. The table
Table 1.8 Foundations below shows toilet facilities.
Exposcd No % Table 2.0 Toilet facilities. _
Yes 25 11.6 - Provision ‘No %
No 190 884 Yes 180 83.7
Total 215 100 No 35 16.3
Sources:  Field work. Total 215 100
Tables 1.6, 1.7, 1.8 shows how Source: Field Work
buildings at Maikunkele are being Table 2.0 revealed at a glance that
maintained in terms of roofs, walls and -83.75 of the houses are not provided with
foundation respectively. The survey and =
133
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wilets facilitics. This indicates 11 ilet

facility is not adequate. R

Also. table revealed that = N 11 e

the sampled housed have walcr (""“" ,)of

of toilet facility while 69.8% ""'_l. : lity
oet e

the sampled houses have pit | i
and other types such as V.1L.P [()llu"l 9
respectively. The researcher abservee )
acility could be very
wource of

wrlity
| that

the usage of pit toilet |
dangerous to health where the

drinking water is underground.as ll}‘ f-‘:”"n’e
water from the pit couid filter or (ll.ﬁ\"]‘lrcc
into the water Sources. However. tliis could
be minimized or prevented by prompt
sanitary control.
Table 2.1 Toilet types

[ Types No “
—=i . v

Water Closet | 20 9.3 ;

Pit 150 0 1098 |
Others 45 1209 -4
Total 205 - [0 §

Source: Field Work. ,

Again. tables 2.1 revealed that 9.4% of the
sampled houses in Maikunkele® Jiure 5};(th
tubes, 81.5% have enclosure type of bath
facility white 3.1% of the sampled house use
other means. The high percentage of the
enclosure bath rooms is an indicatior: ihat in

old plan no provisions were made for bath in -

many houses.
Table 2.2 Bath facilities

Types No [ % e
Bath tube 20 [ 9.4 i
Enclosure 188 1 89.3
Others 7 ! 3.1 .
Total 215 100
Source: Field Work.

A look at table "will -show thay the
existing kitchen types . in  Maikunkele,
About 81.7% and 18.7% of the kitchon are
parts of the building and not part of the
building rcspcclivcly‘. This result s to
have a peculiar characteristic of traditinnal
sctlement as well as a homogenous society
the 81.3% and 18.7% of the kitchen are parts
of the houses is an evidence which mdicate
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house have  Kitchen j, thei
5

that some
homes.

Table 2.3. Kitchen provision,
&

813
| 187
100

part of Building
Open Air

Source: F ield wo{'k.
In order to provndg decent housin,,
condition  for ll?c entire people of
Maikunkele. there is need'u) exum:‘ne' the
existing. Condition of Scr‘vwc.s- and _‘“Clliticx
50 as to assess the level o! their PC"“’Tfﬁuncc
in terms of adequacy u‘nd madequacy. They,
facilities and services lncludc_s water supply,
electricity Clinics and recreational centers,

Table 2.4 Sources of Water Supply

Sources , ;‘1 0 ;/ozq
e Holes ..
?V(:ll 173 | 804
Pipe Borne Water 35 16.3
Total 215 100 J
Source: Field Work.

Table 2.4 above. reverted that 3.3
80.4% and 16.3% of the houses in the study
area uses boreholes, wells and pipe-borne
water as their sources of water supply

respectively.

In the area of electricity the study
revealed (as shown in table 2.5 that the
study area. enjoys adequate electricity
however, few houses still use kerosene and
generators as their sources of energy/light.
Table 2.5 sources of Energy supply

Sources No %

Electricity 189 87.9

Generator 5 2.3

Kerosene 2] 9.8

Total 215 100
Source: Field Work. i

From the above table, it could be
seen that 87.9%, 23% and 9.8% of the
houses in Maikunkele uses Electricity.
Generator and Kerosene as their source of
power/light respectively.
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~In terms of  Educagjgy
Maiklmkel.e was  observed (g enj
services of m.]ly one publijc primqu()?’ the
e public secondary school,‘ P%Io::r: Ol
Sver,

(here Was three private Nypgey

: stirve Y/Prim;
School. The survey conducteq \sh()\vq]‘l\r /
distance of these schools froy V'nlri e

dlrous

: Table 2.6 Distance to School

- [.Distance NOT %

Less, than 100m |19 B Y —
100 — 200m 21 s
201 —400m 43 0
401 — 1 km 52 24
above | km R0 27

i lad At
Total 215 | 100

Source: Field Work.

able 2.6 reve:
and t)-SrE;i‘:bLl)f} 11—106 hl(()aL:,::qlei(:\ tlblat' i B
and 7. Se atkunkele are
within less than 200m distance 10 schools
while 20%, 24.2% and 37.2% of the houses
: . ses
are within a distance of between 200m-1km
and even more than Ikm. This distance is
not convenient for pupils in Junior Class of
Primary School and this. could discourage
~ them lrom going to school.

A survey was conducted to ascertain
the level of facilities for recreation in order
w accommodate activities such as social
aathering for the convenience and comfort
of the inhabitant. The survey result revealed
that recreational facilitics are inadequate.
Similarly. there is little consideration for the
provision of children playgrounds. Table

37 and 2.8 shows recreational facility and

open  space for children playground
respectively.
“Table 2.7
Remarks No
Adequate Nil
Inadequate 215
| Total 215
- Source:

Field Work.

Nov., 2007
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Table 2.8
Remarks [ No | %
Adequate 27 12.5
l{):\dcquale \ 188 \ 875
ma? | 215 | 100
Source:. Field Work
Summary-  of findings and
recommendations

Summary of findings

Most human settlement (rural or
u1'bz}n) is characterized with housing and
environmental  problems due (o the
unsatisfactory nature of human needs in the
sociely, which Maikunkele is not an
exception.

The study revealed that there are
problems of incompatibility of land use such
that. residential and industrial activities are
mixed up together as shown in table I1.1.
The study observed that planning policy are
not extended to Maikunkele village such that
development springs up any where to the
detriment of the environmental conditions of
the settlement.

It was observed that most of the
wells sunk in the study area dries up
between December and April period when
the water table goes down. The settlers
during this period walk far to fetch water for
domestic usage. &3

The study reveals also that
recreational facilities are very inadequate.
In fact the survey also reveals that no
creational facility is available in the study
area.  Also the study area lacks refuse
disposal facilitics and refuse dumping is
unorganized.

Recommendation

In order to solve the outlined existing
planning problems of Maikunkele, the
following recommendations are made 1o
meet both the contemporary and future
needs of the people.

135
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towards extending planning policies to grass:
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i. The residential  and mdusm:lll
activities should be demarcated.
Commercial and industrial —arcas

should be moved out of residential

darea.

ii. The planning policies should be
extended (0 Maikunkele village so as
to improve the environmental
conditions of the settlements:

lii. Maikunkele has inadequate water
supply  the  study = therefore
reccommends more boreholes to be
sunk in ;the study area to alleviate
the suffering of the people.

iv. Recreational. facilities should be
provided, as this will increase the
standard of living of the people.

V. An  organized = refuse  collection
Centre  should be provided in
different locations of the study area.

Conclusion

Housing being a very important
aspect in the economic development of both
rural and urban center should not be treated
with contempt.  People should be made
aware of the role of housing in uplifting the
living standard of people and the need to
improve their own shelter and immediate
Effort should be geared

rool.

NU\’_, 2()()7 . '
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Planning at any lcvc!_is Aime
improving the living conditions .
pecople. Therefore, it IS important 1o |, thep,
know their role in .th-c planning Procegg %
that they can participate ﬁglly. In Othe,
words, plans should not be impose ON- th,

eople without their consent if g, it

bound to fail.
A close

al

monitoring . of W

. . ¢
" implementation of plan could help tg avoig

some of the pitfall o'f the past qu leads .
new development wnfh better fittings f, the
purpose  Of social  and €CONOMi,
performance.

It is therefore hoped that varioyg
authorities concem in Niger State anq the
public will effectively translate the pjy,
period such that housing and environmen,

‘condition in Maikunkele will- change f,,

better
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