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k.
i INTRODUCTION

Transpﬂrtatmn IS used' o shape cities, facilitates development and renewal as in Buhari (2000) using
| planning and construction. Public transportation is a major contributor to expansion and growth of urban
F centres and encourages agriculture in rural areas. Promotion of public transportation soon became a task and
b challenge for planners to assist policy makers towards urban planning and development projects, as detailed

Filani (2003). Transportation is crucial to both cconomy and welfare, promotes social opportunities, as well

as facilitator to positive multipliers effects such accessibility to markets, place of work, as well as
encouraging additional investments. In some developing communities (Rodigue, 2011) transport is known é
with deficient capacity and low level reliability, resulting economic cost such as reduced or missed
opportunities.

We have the challenge to make transport benefits in infrastructure development in line with introduced _ i
economic principles of the Nigerian Federal Government, so called National Economic Empm_uer!neqt and i
Development Strategy in NEEDS (2004). We also need the transport that will empower basic livelihood ,
through transport investment in Nigeria and to 's.qp.pﬂrt and_;--eqntrjbl.lte to Gross Dn__m.asj;;c.-; Prﬂduct(GDP)that i |
is presently low. Requirements such as this are expettedfrﬂmvaﬂﬂllﬂwﬂs of transport Espﬁﬂlﬂ")‘fhﬂﬂﬂtﬂ i
ensure public satisfaction. Motorcycle public transpoﬂ 15v;ewad n thls Paperias a cmﬁnbphgg mc:denf SO
The study of Motorcycle Public Transport System | MPTS) is therefore aimed at achlevmgce _.
benefits for Bida and other similar commu _-:,ii'_h 'F‘ L3S e ILISEE[-.-.%;aS-a:itﬂ:@!.":EB‘-‘z____._'.;-
economic benefits to all stakeholders; | hat can serve as
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In Bida metropolis.
100 unregistered operators

2d on registered and

SEIGR EEREg at dif - -

ad q“ﬁ”mmd (see Figure |. & e et )ter;:z;n locations in Bida. A total of 300 tg].\ﬂﬁﬂralnrs and }
. e ; avle 1-). The » .- ad: > |

me.ﬂmrg at seven major points HIDn::_:: ma_jgr St o uUestionnaires wer : 4 Operators

the Okada |
naires -was '

In general 500
Ng method wag adopted for

distributed to the general public in order (0 seek additional
- A l " C

questionnaires were administered and analyzed in this w

<election of both location and respondents.

e | 55:1 of 200 question
required informatiop
ork. A random sampli

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The study was carried out on Sundays and Mondays

operators that operate on full-time basis and ply road fror
roads after working hours, during weekends or during

SO as to obtain needed infor

n morning till nighttime. A]
public holidays. Mond

mation from Okada
sO from those who ply

PR TE =T R

g : i ays are us \
when both public workers and private individuals would be found on the streemym attenc}iu::::ly Ltll,:;:t‘bﬂst days d
N T . 7 . . : -
And Sundays are days that most people undertake private business and provide Gppﬂrtuniryqfc, - ?ﬂfhlr_es_ i
with different interest groups. gl L |
Figure 1. Showing Okada (Motorcycle) zone/Area of operation and number of operators E
4
Administered with questionnaires i
Percentage 5
B Foderal Polylochnie, Bida f~
ACIRIIBYG BRE T ."-
o R G ; Centro,Bida
- Aadvon iy Ant 7 Lonchita darket - o '*T
s | | R Z Umaraivdajizr Markol ‘ |
A o £ Gwadalyo Market ' '
S o Bida Local Government
Socretanal
Source: Author’s fieldwork, May, 2012
Okada operation in Bida : | - '
_onchita Market being the largest market with more number of motorcycle riders has the hl_ghe§t percentage
f 20% of questionnaire distributed as shown on the above chart. Although Okada riding is strenuous,
herefore requires commitment and sacrifice. In Bida Okada riding is mlaml_y male affairs. Therefore all
perators interview are male individuals. The differences are the age distribution.. Figure 2, shows thﬂdﬂ%;
istribution of the operators. The largest number of respondents, which fall between .the age .Gf 25 an
-ar, is an indication that only middle aged peor.le are mostly involved in Okada operation in Bida.
|
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The use of Okada (Motorcyle) for public transport services has had tremendous growth
P B ] ; |
in taxis cars have to move to areas of high volume of passengers such as Abuja and

cuch that it resulted

ansport in Bida,
}*cle)_qpcr;tnrs in Bida town.
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in the recent time,
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Ihe Okada riders that ply most street In B
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om office, turn in to Okada operation.
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ida metropolis on commercial basis
o 4. Most Okada (motorcyc
loaned to rider for monthly

d to civil servants

fthem answered that not less than four months to five years.

Number of years in Okada operation by operators in Bida Metropolis
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Another interesting observation is that moxst okada riders, w

engaged in another activity to compliment ridineo on cmm:b: .“:hD -
they carned from I'I'IDIDI'C}'EME business {}Iﬂ}f‘ ELII;JIEIHCHI e v
oraduate that are out of school and have no
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most categories of these riders are found doi
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510 lown running away from farming, Therefore
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: : : i i 1€V are In nee 3 wr Tl bemils ,.
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Figure 5: Mode Okada (Motorcyle) Operation by the Riders
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It is important to note that Okada (motorcycle) riding serve as business and source of employment to youths
and not too old people in Bida metropolis. Some areas in the city were selected and questionnaires were
administered to both operators and passengers (males and females) and when they were ask&d.nn whether
Okada business be wiped out of the town to peri-urban or rural areas due to some reasons like frequent
accidents, reckless riding and over speeding, the responses are shown in Fhe table 6 belpw. | |
Okada operators that have involved in accident(s) and willing or not willing to engage In the business again.
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From the survey of Qkadi’ (Motorcycle) operators in Bida metropolis, the normal charges of the trip fare of
jess than a kilometer is N_:-OI)Q and the price increases with distance ét:t In an D:;:L”Hit Ii:'lhl‘ [[} th ] iﬁ!-‘icill' ity
of fuel in the township, the price may be increased by 50% or more :;lei'-bmlil‘w on li}l: T:.I:*w:}i‘mrﬂ;:fl{;'ci‘t: fl“:hIL
2 below shows ic mfmber of passengers that operators of Okada carry d'-lil::' and the esti '1‘1 1::I ’mic;un;t of
money they realize daily. y daily e estimated :

Estimated Number of Passengers carried by Okada (Operators) and Amount of money Realized per day in
<ome zones of operation in Bida.

Table: 1 | . i

| | Number of Q]m{ln - Estimated Numberof | Estimated Amo unt of |

| Zones ((-)I?"i"'“*““'ﬁ) In cach Passengers carried Money realized per

| .. W— Unit (Zone) ____Daily per Operator "Operator daily

| Federal Polvtechnic,

| Federal Polyte - 60 | 120 N 1,700.00

Bida ;

,fl Federal Medical : )

| Fonter Bid: 3 105 N 1,200.00

| Center, Bida

| lﬂlgrflilu Market 70 150 N 1.300.00

Bida L.G.A 40 50 : N 1,100.00

Gwadabe Market 50 50 N 1,300.00 3

Government College 315 65 N 1.050.00

gaie 1
s S N 1,200.00 =

Umaru Majigi Market | % - 0 ' | Cauee

o

Source: Authors field Survey,2012

Associated problems with Okada Commercial Transport |
Generally, whenever Okada (motorcycle) is being used for commercial transportation services all over

Nigeria, a number of problems always militating against the system. In Bida Okada operators were asked to
dentify the problems confronting the effectiveness of their operation, majority of them pointed out that high
ost of spare parts for their bikes is the major bane. Other problems mentioned include poor road network,

arassment by local Government Office, Unfriendly weather especially during hamathan, etc.
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Generally the contribution of public tr

' - H"Sp[}r[ cannot b
AS I'I"|Ut:h carn be attributed in 1avor
A [

' be of using Okada
cervices in Nigeria, the system however is without fl

s " 1 - L4 % . - f] ‘I % ; =" 1

Lpowledge for obeying traftic rules and regul :quderr IHR?S\[{?} t.}lw street without the

wre careless for e el e s i _ S€ 01 road. While some are just too
reckless, D;]"'ILIEIL.:{;C]CF& fu]\:_mh? road users ¢specially in their operations in urban e e
They are found ol overtaking fr ' ‘ ; '
hegak = Lf. lat il s bmh side and they carry additional passenger instead of single one as
allowed by regulation. Apart from this, many operators dodge authority and | less L
suide the riding of motorbike. S y ¢ 1ave less or no knowledge that

This attitude of most Okada operators results in to quit

and HFWE;!,IHEE(;?:%D{ h\{?' h? Dl‘d.t"-_'r 1o avert Fhis excessiveness and recklessness of cases of fatalities
esiilting trom LIKHEE aceident n. dida metropolis, the Bida Local Government Authority enforce the use
profective helmets and educate the general public on the importance of using helmet while on motor bike

1 ﬁl,m Ll t_{.] nDt-s.t that the public attitude towards the use of Okada(Tﬂnlﬂx'C}’cles) for public transport
bUS”"?E-S have seriously changed because some years back, to ride on bikes was looked down upon as
belittling and as such meant for poor persons only. Egbu (1994) as cited by Ahmed (2007) confirmed this
assertion when he said: the significant role in urban public transport which has been assumed by the
motorcycle operators has apparently helped to change this attitude

The Okada (motoreycle) has provided employment opportunities to many youth and this has made it an
acceptable means of public transport in most urban centers in Nigeria. Although the Chief servant of Niger
state has tried to replace motorcycle with tricycle in order to reduce causalities been recorded as a result of
the use of motorcycle, however his effort has not yielded hundred percent success. The tricycle brought by
the Chief has not met the demand of the growing population especially that the gesture is yet to be extended.

to other major towns in the state including Bida. The major focus of the Chief servant has been Minna, the
state capital.

Cover emphasized.
(motoreyele) to prov
aw. Some Okad
ations that guide the

ide fare paying transportation

anumber of accidents which result in serious injuries

CONCLUSION ;

With increasing demand for public transport development in the country, motorcycle operators, popularly
known as Okada have increased in their operation recent times to meet the need of the general public in
terms of public transportation in most urban centers. This study examined Okada operation iniBida
metropolis. The Okada riders have been providing useful service that is likely to expand and if appreciated,
something needs to be done to improve or tackle the problem militating against its operation. Although one
may be lying by saying that Okada operation in Bida is completely wi.thc-ut E-my problem such as
recklessness in driving, disobeying of traffic rules, and regulations and daily accidents, all these have
disastrous consequences on both victims (operator and passenger).
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