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Abstract

This paper highlighted the emerging trends in Library and Information profession in
this 217 ceniury with particular emphasiz on library practices and fibrary education
The pasitive trends on  both aspecis of librarianship were those of online
housekeeping operations such as automated online acquirition, circulation, reference
services, digitization, curriculum review and modification o accommodate
information and communication components and entreprencurship in libraries and
library schools respectively. Challenges to the 21" century librarianship include
fechnological facilities, indifference of governmeni and stakeholders, proliferation of
library schools and programmes, divergent curriculum and the abuse of the modern
technology in library practices and library education. The paper concluded that with
both positive and negative trends, there is the need for LIS professionals to work
harder so ar to catch up with the counterparts in the rest part of the world. [t was
recommended among others the collaboration among the regulatory/professional
bodies in term of resource assessmeni, accreditation of LIS programmes, promotion
aof reading cultire.

Keywords: 21* century: Librarianship; Library practice; Library Education; Nigeria.

Introduction

Librarianship as a profession globally has witnessed series of developmental
stages which are not far from the pre-industrial, industrial and post-industrial
otherwise known as information cra. Each of these era aimed at making information
available not only to clientele but majority of mankind that needed these vital
ingredients. Although in the past emphasis was laid on the four factors of production
which are land, labour, capital and entreprencurship, but today the fifth factor of
production which is information is considered of high paramount. This is because
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e i.'I:I'I!l _‘I.'I:'!L'i affected all ﬂhm& of human life. Thus, informar
enhance decision-making processes, high productivity, reduce uncertainyy

Librarianship as a Profession
Is 2 librarianship a profession?
Let us cxamine some of the characteristics of librarianship 25 & profe
postulated by Nwalo, (2000).
a. Contains theorics and principles
b. Teaching through formal education in universitics and basic qualific
bachelor degree in librarianship.
¢. Knowledge is communicated via information resources and man:
libranians
d. Trainees undergoes practical attachment/SIWES
e. Librarianship is funded by decree no. 12 of 1995 (LRCN)
f. Librarianship has Profcssional Association al National and Local level (NLA)
g. NLA has professional publication called Nigerian Librarics
h. Uscfulness of profession o society information as ingredicnt to overall
development of the society

The Concept of Global Trends, 21 Century and Librarianship
Globally literally means world-wide while trends mean developments,
discoverics, new things which could positive or negative. The 21® century is a century
which begins from the-year 2000 to-datc and will last for 100 years. It is a century that
mm?ﬂ::ﬂdﬂehpmmu and challenges in all spheres of human life, librarianship
ﬂﬂu. ‘One major characteristics of the 21% century is the ICT application 10
ship. Librurianship is a profession that is concem with not only making
hfumﬂm.rupwpu:m‘hhhrwmnn request but also concern with the
education and training of librarians and information professionals, publishers, records
managers, information managers, archivist and the like.). The unique trend in
librarianship in this 21% century is the professionalization of library profession
through the promulgation decree 12, of 1995 by Federal Government of Nigena. With
emphasis on who is a librarian, qualifications required to be a librarian, accreditation
of library school's curriculum and programmes in library school respectively.

Trends in 21" Century Librarianship
As carlier pointed out, there are lots of global trends in the librananship
particularly in this 21" century. These remarkable developments can be seen out
based on the Nigeria perspectives which arc to be supported with rescarches
conducted and evidences. These trends can be sub-divided into two main areas: -
1. Current library practices or services
2. Library education and training
Some traditional library practices or services have been taken over by the advent of
ICT, some are run parallcl with the traditional mode of information service delivery.
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ICT Application in Library Services

loromroncrpt of ICT s the convergence of computing, brosdeasting snd
used in the Ii “mmwmfﬂlﬂhmmu:mhpmh»tmﬂ

' =7 ibrary operation and provision of library services more espocially i the
umiversitics and rescarch libraries, ;

1% S-c[ntl:hul'l.. Ordering and Acquisition is done online through contact of vendors or
publishers — c-mail, telephone and text messages. Integrated library software

called Yordam (Turkish software) is use to acquire library collection

(Saka&Aliyu, 2017).

Cataloguing: it is donc online while Librarika software is used to enter

bibliographic information of 1,000 volumes of books, KOHA integrated software

is used 10 catalogue collection (Saka and Aliyu, 2017). OPAC is also used in
universities of Jos, Tlorin and African University of Science and Technology.

Abuja, all located in North Central Nigeria. [t is the clectronic version of the

catalogue (Mohammed and Saka, 2016).

Circulation: Automated university/research libraries now offer circulation EETVICES

onlinc. Through Librarika software, user can click 1D number; enter the title and

user's particulars. Bar code readers arc used to check in and check out books,

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) is now introduced in some libranes to

serve the purpose of circulation and security service to library collection

respectively.

4. Old wine in 2 new bottle (Digitization of printed library collection): This simply
means retrospective conversion exercise whereby the previous collections arc now
transformed to electronic form thereby creating database, Library materials mostly
affected by this trend include: catalogue cards, projects and theses, A reasonable
number of universities in Nigeria have not only digitized their collection but also
enter them into institutional digital repositories. In some university librarics, D

space software is used to digitized their collection particularly research works
mainly undergraduate projects and postgraduate thesis (Saka, 2013).

Mmﬂc:lmm services in Nigeria libraries are not left in the information
provision and service delivery. Typical example is the use of social mtd.i:_n:hvmk
(WhatsApp, twitter) whereby uscr sends queries and responses arc obtained instanily.
Idcas are ;.l:l.ll"ﬂd- through these networks (Ugwu and Ezema, ?I:Ill.d.}. Rescarch
conducted by Saka and Adegboye (2016) revealed that reference services can be nu:l:;
possible hence two Iaptupﬁmmlimnd 100 meters away from cach other. User
ference librarian were communicating and can see each other through the screen.
g were made possible through web-cap m$ {5;1:‘:
deghoye is is cvidence as libraries are now transfo as that
mll::m] face fﬂm SEIVIOes are now declining and qm::jlts e n-:w b:!::g,
answered through the use of short messages sysicm (SMS), chats, video conferencing
and social media (Salami and Kolo, 2015).
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Sccurity in Libraries

Infarmation and Communication Technology {ICT) is belng used in gor,
librurics i Migerin o safcguand aguinst lost and deteriomtion of Livrary mltltl.l:.:
und facilitics, closed eircuit felevigion (CCTV) and Rudie Frequency ldentificasioy,
(REID} are technologics sdopted to moniine users, pooicel collections sgaing then
Library ¢olicctions are more gecured Uirough the use of REFID mul this is aimed 5

complimenting the work of security men sinioned o1 the entrunce and exil of librrie
{Saka nnd Allyu, 20017).

Frends la LIS Edueatlon o Mlgers
In this 21* cemury Tibmrianship, LIS cduculion in Migena hos wilnessed
remarkable development in the arens of cumiculum development, extublishment of
library schools (Saka, 2015} and academic collaboration (research, praject supcrvision
and icaching). The LIS corricilum has been subjected Lo timely reviews, rosinuciines
and modificattons which ore geared towurds meeting the employers® market detmand
and alsnthat students on graduation, instead of being job seckers they should rulier be
job creators, In thiz regord, JCT and erireprencurship courses were incorporsied into
the LIS curriculum and that no LIS course contents that docs net have elements of
entroprcheurship, ‘The grduste of library scheol: can be tnfarmation brokers,
consultnnis, 1CT business men, ete The LRCN has developed unilurm curriculur lor
universily — based library sehools in Nigeria end shall soon be implemented {Salan,
2015 LRCM, 2017). More library scheols and LIS progmmmes aie naw eslablizhed.
This is 5 n result of the erestion ef various establishments and establishment of new
umiversities which créate demand for more librurions, Using FUT Minna 03 wn
example, most of the traditional LIT courscs conains elements of ICT courses like
preservalion of library mulerials, collection development (jusl to mention but fow)
others cortain aspeets like formaliing and preservation of non- books miatcrials o5 the
case of e loler {Aina, 2004) as well o3 swomated subscriplion ond scquisition of
library collection as the ease of the farmer (PG Brochure Minna, 2014- 201%).
Libearinnskip is a multidisciplinary ficld and so it hes relalionships wilh
various ficlds hence the trend is now feared towards inlerdisciplinary rescarch,
leaching, project supervision, Professionals from different but seluted ficlds (LIS
prolessionals inclusive) now cogage in academic collabamntion in the ares of teaching,
rescarch and supervision of undergraduate and posipradudte rescarch work, You
would now find librariun colluborating with geogropher 1o conduct of supervise
research on geography, For example, influcnce of climate change on university library
building and colleclion in Nonh Cenlral Nigeria, In the area of teaching, wniversily
leeturers in Nigeria now collaborate in teaching LIS courses with their eolleagues in
university libraries, This is to strike a balance between theory and praclice.

r

Mosarawn Journal of Libeary nnd Irlermation Science (WAJLIS) Vel 2. Mo, 2018, ISSN2636-5T24
4



Challenges of the 21* Cen o B
I. Inadequate |cﬂ1m|p::21[::ﬁm on of information services in
the 21™ century is inhibited by insdequate technological facilities such as
compulcr and intemet facilitics and crratic power supply. This misnomer also
exists in our library schools where teaching LIS courses are carried out by

| lecture method as opposed to use of facilities in the instructional delivery
(Maifata and Mohammed, 2016; Ochogwu, 2017; Saka, Garba and Abdullahi,
2017). The consequences that library schools would produce praduates
without practical knowledge/skills

2. Indifference of government and the concern authority towards librarianship in
Nigeria, Recognition in terms of committing more funds for library
development and provision of ICT facilitics for practical training in library
schools have not been made possible by the concemed authority, Public and
school librarics are not properly funded o as 1o equip them with modern 1CT
facilities.

3. Attitude of librarians towards the profession is not cncouraging at all, c.g.
libraries are not proactive, and entertain fear of job misplacement, ergophobia
because of the new technology. A reasonable number of librarians do not pay
their annual dues, let alone to register and be certified by the LRCN. Most
librarians like to be pure administrators (Saka, 2016)

4. Unhealthy proliferation of LIS schools and programmes without due regards
to standards (Saka, 2015; Ochogwu, 2017).

5. Divergent curriculum: The curriculum of various LIS schools in Nigeria
particularly those in universities are not uniform (Saka, 2015).

6. Abuse of the new technology by children or students at primary, secondary
and tertiary institutions take the advantage of the new technology and shy
away from imbibing the culture of reading, the youth and present generation
of students do not imbibe the reading culture as they solely depend on
downloaded internet resources, frequently depend on sending text messages.
All these have adverse effect on students’ academic performance, students

have found in their written examinations.

~ Conclusion
~ From the bricf claboration on the trends and challenges in 21* librarianship
with particular cmphasis to Nigerian universities, there is the need for librarians to
_ ‘harder so as to catch up with their counterparts in the rest part of the world.

" 1. The NUC/LRCN in collaboration with heads of libraries and library schools
£ gﬁmﬂﬂoﬁdwu:ynﬂlobbymﬂnmﬂn:BHMnnmitadﬁqmmm
{0 procure facilitics. Standard facilities should be made available for libraries.
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=+ Fnsure that resources asscssment is carried out before given approval for 1.

establishment of library schools. -
cw'r;:ﬂINETE should properly carry out accreditation cxercize <,
- E :nlﬂf library schools that pass the sccreditation exercise be allowed 1,

should matter of urgency approve the uniform curriculus, |
K Tﬁﬂh Until :i:il done, library schools ghall continue to run diveroen:

5. There should be change in attitude on the part of librarians so that there should
be positive focus on LIS professional matiers. _ \ '
6. Librarics in Nigeria should endcavor to ofganize reading promotion/campaign
1 iary instituti dents. This is to compliment
for primary, secondary and tertiary institutions siu
that of National Library of Nigena.
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