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programmes was exammeq using the LIT Department of F ederal University of Technology
Minna as a case study. Finally, the paper recommended thai all institutions offering LIS’
programmes SfjJOL-lld as a matter of urgency revise their curricular to withstand the modem
challenges. This is regarded as the first transformational development. In addition. lecturers
of LIS are enjoined to embark on re-training for the attainment of the cont’emporary
knowledge and skills in order to improve not only the curriculum but also to enhance the
teaching and learning activities in the Library Schools.

Introduction

Nigeria is one of the developing nations in the world that became independent as far
back as 1960. Before the independence Nigeria had been under the colonial rule. As at 1948,
it was evident that most of the academic institutions in Nigeria were in existence. This
showed that primary, secondary, monotechnic, polytechnic and university institutions were
on ground at the instance of the missionaries or colonial govemnment. The missionaries were
at the forefront'in the establishment of primary and secondary schools while the government
paid much attention to the establishment of tertiary institutions.

It is pertinent to note that reading rooms and libraries were also set up along with the
establishment of the educational institutions to promote the teaching and learning activities.
By 1948, all the various types of libraries, namely; private, schooi, special, public, and
academic libraries were available but not minding their level of development then. However,
the major challenge which affected these libraries was in the area of qualified manpower to
man them, thus, the need arises. Perhaps, this was why Ojo-Igbinoba (1995) highlighted the
followings as reasons for library and information science education in Nigeria:

i.  There were libraries with large buildings and growing collections which required

€xpert management; : . ibrari d qualified
. The increase in world population and literacy required more libraries and qualifie

librarians to man them; o : :
iii. The nature and role of information in society is changing both in content and

container : i S i i
Iv.  Dynamism of knowledge especially in library and information seience which requited

constant education; which are best
V. Economic and soc,:io-political difference from country to country :

. addressed locally and;
VI Complex and scientific nature o

f library operations which required trained manpower
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other / pfesgnlly Nigeria can boast of several universities and polytechnics Minning L'bl’ary
and Information Science Programs (OND, HND, /Degree, Master and Ph{D‘) The mog, i
waining in most Library Schools in Nigeria is still predqnunantly traditional ang has g,
influenced the techniques of information service provision in the country. In ths 2)* centuy
the traditional training and method of rendering information SErvices cannot withsiapg lhe
needs of contemporary users, thus, a challenge for a transformation.

National Transformation and Information Service Provision

Transformation has been descnibed by Homby (2006) as a process of
complete change from something to something. In other wqrds, It 1s a means of cop
restructunng of certain efforts or procedures for an improvement. In the contexy of
libranianship and this paper, transformation is regarded as the process of rc-engmeenng the
curriculum for a more enhanced national and information services in Nigena, for a more
enhanced nationai development. A shift from the traditional method of orientation, training

and service in librananship to contemporary yeamnings or needs can be referred o as
"transformation.

Change 1s a necessity and the most constant
profession such as Library Science, transformatio

Vel'ling or

phenomenon in any given society. In any
n 1s an inevitable challenge that must be

service _deh;very_ but rather a great emphasis was on micro economic framework and
cconomic direction; govemance; human capj

‘ ve tal development policies; programmes and
projects; real sector policies, infrastructure policies, (ICT inclusive); distribution of key
programmes and Projects by sector; enablers for sustainable growth and development,
financing and impiementation straiegies; monitoring and evaluation,

National Planning Commission, 2011,

th_at can effectively transform an individual, group,
Imation.
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crisis like unemployment, poverty,
ete. Nigena is a nation with abund
various sectors of the society. Is
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eer Mol try that accord less im_ponance to

10 Wilness a setback and prone to various societal
poor living standards, limited access to social services,
ant resources, yet it is experiencing under-development in
sa (1997) opined that no significant development can be

rity of her citizens are conti i i
cs 4 ontinually exposed to information
deprivation. In addition, Ahmed (20 1) stated that Japan at a time was in a serious economic

condition with high level of poverty rate but decided to give much prominence to its
educational and information sectors and this led to improved economy. Japan presently
enjoys high level of living standard and has succeeded in ameliorating h;*:r unemployment
ate 1o 5.5%. In essence, provision of the right information to the right user, in the night
package and at the right time is the best transformational step to national development
especially through Information and Communication Technology (ICT).

Library and Information technology for National Transformation

Libraries all over the world have long been regarded as depots or depositories of
knowledge and information. The librarians also have played a very significant role as gate-
keepers between the world of knowledge and the patrons. The articulation of relevant
information resources through a systematic selection, acquisition and organization is the
unique function attributed to the libranians. Since the degree of decision making of an
individual or group is determined by the level of accessed information, libraries became
centres of high patronage in order to satisfy the information needs for both personal and
public development. Towards this end, Pessach (2007) opined that:

Libraries’ gate-keeping begins with their selection and indexing functions.
Librarians are constantly engaged in a discretional decision-making process,
deciding which knowledge to preserve and according to what indexing, and
organising knowledge also involves gate-keeping practices.

From time immemorial, information services provision in the libranes have.bcen
characterised with the traditional methods. This revealed that all the acti_vitics 'rendered in the
libraries to satisfy users are through manual techniques. Since the inception of Library
Science profession according to Eke (2012) there hfas been the notion that libranans are
traditional practitioners. Today, it is difficult to satisfy the contemporary needs of users
through the traditional device alone. The modern challenges due to the advent of _lnfonpat:qn

ot ritcantly created the need for transformation in
and Communication Technology have significantly : ball F owice
various sectors of the society. Great librarians are emerging and gl:,k y an::d bran'ding of
10 the fact that technology is utilized by such lgbranans for pelka ib s world over must
services (Eke, 2012). To be relevant in this society, therefore, the libranes
¢,

Join other sectors in transforming their mode of operations.

oty the'most vital tool in any
Information and Communication Technology has become of the human endeavours

household. In vi f speediness, accuracy and reliability, most ot Prescpe>
such as, °‘bm: :-c:)]:nmerce, e-leaming, e-confergnclqg, g-trat:l:g- l::r‘;npeﬁa‘\lwc ;ade
library have been tansformed electronically. Though, in Nigeria many
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efforts for computerization of their services but qnly a few 'bavg mc;ee«jed 10 certy; i
because of some constraints. Thus, most of rJ:xe library services in Nigeria are stil] g
carried out. In this prevailing situation, libraries may lose 1'316\’31:1@ as the transfgnne .
branded users of the 21* century may no longer be comfortable with the traditiong) S\'s:: Te.
information service delivery. Aina (2013) while narrating the contemporary trends O‘fli-bm of
services revealed that: : : . ; Tary
Today Libranies have moved from phys:cal. h_branes to virtual librarjes s
collections are not provided within walls but within computers using digita) fe;our ere
Libraries have evolved from ancient times when they consisted mainly of clay mb'll‘es_
and papyrus rolls to a situation where they provide public facilities for ace T Lhe-
electronic resources including the Internet eir
For Nigerian Librarians to compete with their counterparts in the other natiopg e
a need for the transformation of the manual based information service Provision t, Es
electronic technique. The transformation challenge is becoming more Inevitabje eSpeciane.
these days that certain information resources such as, Journals, books, Magazines. o1 ar)
both in printed and electronic format. To achieve a significant way forward ip this regard; the
curricular of the training institutions/ departments in librarianship shoulq be dfaSticau;

transformed.

Curricular Transformation: case of Library and Information Technology Departmen[,
Federal University of Technology, Minna. £

The services to be provided by professional librarians in Nigeria as it is observeq in
other countries of the world would be determined by the nature of trainings recejveq in the
Library Schools. Without any doubt, the quality of services rendered in any given lib
cannot be better than the quality of the employed staff providing the services. It is in the light
of this that the National Policy on Education (2004) affirmed that, “no nation cap nise above
the quality of its teachers”. To produce a qualified and Competent personnel and particularly
in librarianship, the curriculum has a great role to play. :

For the curricular of the Nigerian Library Schools to face the modern challenges, they
need to be continuously developed or reviewed. A curriculum of library and information
science developed few decades ago will hardly meet the needs of the modem period. The firg

to the Nigerian peculiarity.

a8 Until recently, the Practice of librarians and the mode of operation in libraries in
Nigeria l.ike some other developing countries has been traditional. This is actually a reflection
of the library school’s curriculum which mostly is traditionally based. This shows that
librarians can only provide what they obtained dunng their training. Presently, over-
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In view of the foregoing, it is important to deduce that the challenges of the Nigerian
librarians and libraries are also observed in the Library Schoos. Perhaps, this may be. the
factor that might have influenced the establishment of a new library school tagged,
“Department ofl' Library and Information Technology (LIT)” at the Federal University of
Technology, l]I:./Intma, Niger State. The new programme was considered and approved by the
Senate on 26 July, 2000 with the Governing Council’s ratification on 28" September, 2000
but the final approval by the National Universities Commission (NUC) came on 24 October,
2001. Consequently, the programme commenced during the 2001/2002 academic session
(LIT Departmental Students’ Handbook 2001-2006).

Thou‘gh, some Library Schools in Nigeria also made some transformational efforts in
form of curriculum building to incorporate the modern trends in librarianship and that of LIT
Department qf F_ederal University of Technology, Minna, is unique and a good example. The
uniqueness s In the area of Information and Communication Technology courses
incorporated into the curriculum and these amounts to over thirty percent (30%) core courses.
The mission of the Pioneer Coordinator in this regard was that the products of LIT
Department should be capable of providing an improved information service delivery through
the use of the modem technology which many products of other Library Schools lack,

Towards a further transformational effort, LIT Department while housed in School of
Information and Communication Technology (SICT) of the University was mandated to
review its curriculum to incorporate more ICT courses in order to meet up with the new
trends in information industry and to facilitate entrepreneurship for self-employment and self-
reliance of the departmental products after graduation. The curriculum was thus transformed
using a harmonization of course system along with some other departments such as Computer
Science, Cyber Security Science and Information and Media Technology in SICT. Some of
the ICT courses incorporated to that of Library Science Courses for the undergraduate
students in LIT-Department are hereby highlighted:

S/N COURSE TITLE

CODE :
1 IMT 111 Introduction to Information theories and Applications
2 IMT 112 Basic Information Technology Tools
3 CPT 111 Computer Science Onentation
4 IMT 123° Web based Technology and Multimedia Applications
5 CPT 121 Introduction to Computer Science
65 =GR Object Oriented Programming
7 CPT 213 Introduction to Computer Systems
g8 CRIE14 Computer Architecture
9 TI¥222 Repackaging of Information
10= = [5[T-223 - Information Sources and Communication Media
LT =GP Object Oniented Programming I1
2 CEl222 Data Structure
13 CP 1223 Algorithm
1458 TR0, Information Technology and Libraries
I5E S TTSTS Multimedia Resources and Services
16 "CPT 313 Operating System
172 CPT:316 System Analysis and Design
1356 :CET 317 Data Communication and Networks
19~ PIiER03 Information Searching and Use
20 IMT 326 Web Data Mining
21 CPT321 Computer Graphics
22~ CPT: 325 Database Design and Management
23 I'TI418 Introduction to Information Science
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System Operation Research

24 CPTA4l13

25 CPT 416 Software Design and Management

pg" LIT 513 Information Retrieval System

oN'@PT. 519 Computer Installation and Management

g Pl 522 Library Automation

29 LIT 523 Electronic Publishing Management Systems

The aforementioned courses if well taught with adequate practical exerc;
effectively rebrand the potential librarians or Information Scientists to provide a o S;s ¢
nature of information service that would not only satisfy the information needs of thes Ormey
library users but also facilitate national development in Nigeria. (LIT revised Cumcll;ﬁ?r??m

Or

B.Tech., 2011)

Conclusion and Recommendations. :
Information resources regarded as the fifth factor of production is a ginger that b
S the

ability to transform positively all the various sectors in Nigeria like other natig
world. The library’s primary responsibility is to provide relevant and timely jnf0mn$. Of the
can satisfy the needs of community users. The manual technique of fonar ation that
delivery is gradually losing credence as it cannot withstand the contemporary dOIl S€rvice
users, thus, a need for a transformed mode of library operation. However thi Cmands of
acl;ueved except there is a curriculum transformation especially in Library ;Dd i Cannot pe
Science Programmf:s. The transformational curriculum of the Department of th n_fOI'matiOH
Information Technology, Federal University of Technology, Minna is chosen ZSL ibrary ang
a point of

reference.

For a speedy development drive in Nigeri
eria, t i
R geria, the following recommendatiopg are
o Since the curriculum is one of the fu
! ndamental factors for A
;il:(\)r:l:]lzimem, lr}tlc L;brary Schools in the Universities and Poly-tecﬁ Spr.Oft;,\sIsmna]
S a matter.of urgency revise their curricular in Ij i Eaet e
n line with the mod 2
: - €m trends for
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better teaching or tramings than what they had earlier obtained. Therefore the
acquisition of the modern day knowledge and skills of ICT application are ’vc
mandatory for them (o adequately perform their duties ag weil as help them :3:
curriculum development
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