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Abstract

The current high rate of crime in Nigeria, which is attributed largely to high
population growth, rapid rate of urbanization and a correspondingly high rate
of impoverishment among the population owing to the disproportionate growth
of the national economy, is fast making urban centers in Nigeria unsafe, With a
police force that is short in capacity, urban residents have adopted safety
measures to prevent and adapt to the increase in crimes in their residential
neighbourhoods. Using a combination of primary and secondary data  from a
medium-sized city that reflects the attributes of the typical Nigerian urban
centers, this study appraised the effectiveness of these prevention and
adaptation measures. Among several identified measures, the use of fences and
gates around buildings proved to be the most effective measure against the
eight commonly identified crimes in the study area. The study concludes that
the usage of this measure should form part of the building approval process by
the relevant physical planning authorities in Nigeria. :

Key Words: Crime, Residential Neighbourhoods, Spatial Pattern, Crime
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Introduction |

The twin issues of the unprecedented rate of urbanization and high population
erowth rates in developing countries in the last few decades have become
sources of concerns to governments, development planners and urban residents.
Urban growth rate in Nigeria, for instance, is estimated at about 4.4% (Wnlrld
Bank. 2015), and this level of urbanization has been accompanied by myriads
of social and economic challenges including increasing hunger, poverty,
unemployment, and squalid human settlements (Cohen, 2006). ’Ifhese
challenges have further given birth to several other social problems such as
increased drug abuse among youths, prostitution, general restivcness'_.'a,nd
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regulate civilized behavior (Eme. 2012) and a i0lation of rules that guide and

regulate societal conducts (Siegel. 1995: World Bank. 1998: 1 N-Habnat, 2007;
Oxford Dictionary of Sociology, 2009). has a s

Doran & [ ees 2005: Bemnasco & tlffers, 2010; Jinadu er ai . 2012: Sanni.
- - : : \ . R o E
2017). Urban cnmmnality enclaves and crime notspots are rarcly evenl
distributed in
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patial dimension (Agbola. 1997:

crimes than others, while SOmMCS arcas are also notonious for speciic Kinds ot
“rimes (Ackerman, 2000: { N-Habutat, 2007; Jmadu er al., 2012: International

Association of Crane Amalvsts. 2013: Sann =017). Chinwokwu (2014)
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llorin is located about 350 kilometers from Lagos, Nigeria's largest commercial
hub and economic capital, and about 500 kilometers from Abuja, the country’s
political capital. The city lies at the borders of northern and southem Nigerna. It
s generally regarded as the northernmost city of southern Nigeria and the
southernmost city of northern Nigeria. Ilorin has an estimated population of 1.1
million people who hail from all tribes and cultural backgrounds in Nigeria and
from outside the country. The city also typifies the average Nigerian urban
center with its spatial structure and neighbourhood differentiation along
residential density lines and patterns of physical dey elopment.

It was from the residential neighbouthoods in the study area that the primary
data employed for the study were collected using a structured questionnaire. A
total ot 960 copies of the questionnaire were administered on randomly selected
houschold heads in the identified 35 neighbourhoods of the study arca. The
primary data collected included types of crime. major types of crime prevention

and adaptation measures adopted by various households and n

¢ighbourhoods.
and

police patrols of the various neighbourhoods. The neighbourhoods are
Adewole Estate, Fate, Federal Housing Estate. GaaAkanbi. Gaa Imam, Oloje,
Olorunshogo, GRA. Pakata. Sabo Oke and Irewolede Estate. Others are Idi
Ape. Maraba, New Yidi Road. Agbabiaka. Offa Garage, OjaGboro, Oja Oba,
Okelele and Okesuna. Olorunshogo Estate, Agbo Oba, Sango, Saw Mill,
Surulere, Taiwo Road. Tanke. Unity Road. BalogunGambari, Post Office Area.
Alagba Estate. Amilegbe, Asa Dam Road and Riy er Basin Estate complete the
list ol study neighbourhoods. The secondary data employed for the study were
sourced from existing literature and previous studies on crime in the study area,
particularly Sanni  (2017) who worked on the spatial  analysis  of

neighbourhoods® crime Vulnerability and victimization patterns in the study
area. A chi-square test was used to analyze the data obt

& amned regarding the
pattern of police patrol among the nei

_ ghbourhoods, while frequency and cross-
tuhulau}m were used o analyze data on identified crime prevention and
adaptation measures. The results of the analysis were presented in the form of
irequency tables and bar graphs.

Results and Discussion
Types of Crimes in the Neighbourhoods

Eight commonly experienced neighbourhood crimes were

| wdentified in Horin as
shown in Tablke}

-
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Table 23 Spatial Clagsification of Distribution of Crlmes In Horin

Uirhin Crime Provention Mensures tn Horvln, Nigeri

Classitication Nelghbourhom Frogquency Porcontinge (")
Low Crime Adewole Fatnte i) | V]
Federad Houstng Fatate 15 (0,64
CILA I 047
trewolede | state IS .50
Olorunshopo Fstate 20 1]
Alrport Aren 15 0,04
Alngba Fstale i Pk
7 |68 T.07
Moderate Crime Fate 02 7 (i
New Yidi Road 1N, 2.01
Okeluole (R 2.1
l”ni;* II:l.l' .‘..' \
Olorunshogo O8N iy
Sabo Oke 52 2.2}
Siw=Mill 58 2.9
Surulere Ol) 257
BalogunCiambarl 07 2 87
River Boasin Estnte 065 279
i 595 25,50
‘ Asi Dam Roaod Y 1.8l
High Crime Amilegbe 01 1.00
Post Oftice Aren 80 181
Unity Roud 17 1,30
Fanke 86 1,69
SANRO 84 1,60
Pakata 8 1.3
OKesuna 79 1.9
Oja Oba 0] 3,00
OjaGboro 87 1.1}
Offa Garage 80 3,43
Apbabinka 87 1,73
Muraba 87 By K
Idi-Ape 80 3.4)
Gan Imam 70 1.19
G uu_ﬂ_kflr'lhi 15 A R
16 1341 57,48
Very High Crime ﬁl{h“ Oba 15 4.9]
Fadlwo Road v 117 £02 .
: 232 998
Tuhll I35 Vi _!_“!_Jg__- I!“I.'" g

Source: Authors' Analysis, 2017
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As shown in Table 2, nelghbourhoods that experienced an avernge ol between
[T oad 1S SRS illl-‘hh'llt't‘ri. Illl"-l‘ﬁt‘t'“\l' 0l tVpes OF Crimes, ware ;\ﬂrh'nh‘
Fatte, Federal Housing Patate, GRA and trewolede Pstate. Others in this
cilegory were Olorunshogo | state, Arport Aren and Alagba Fstate, Another 10
l’u‘h'lllhml|Innt|'1 ol the t‘il}" {hait t‘!'-.|,’u‘l'ifllt‘l.‘t| e avernge ol 47 1o 08 erime
ncidences were clissitied as modernte erime nelghbourhoods, These are Fate,
New Yidiy Okelele, Olofe and Olorunshogo. Others In this category are Sabo
Oke, Saw ML Suralere, Balogun Gambard and River Basin I'state.

A total o 16 nelghbourhoods of the study aren were turther elassified ns high
orime arcas based on the avernge frequeney of between 75 and 93 erime
neidences L‘H[lt‘t'h'lll.‘l.'tl. | hose Ht.‘i}thlmmllmul‘u nelude Asn Dam Road, Post
Oftiee, Amilegbe, Unity Road, Tanke, Sungo, Pakatn, Okesuna, Ofn Oba and
Oatiboro, Others ure O Garage Road, Agbabinka, Maraby, 1di Ape, Goo
tmam and GanAkanbi, Two neighbourhoods of the ety were classified as very
high crime areas owing to the very high average number of total erime
neidences experienced. These were Taiwo Road and Agbo Oba, It was
observed trom the various erime density olusters that except for GRA, which is
regarded ns low density neighbourhood, all the other six neighbourhoods
classified ns low erime arcas are regarded as medium density areas, In a simifur
dimension, except tor Asa Dam Rond and Tanke, all othe neighbourhoods
classified as high and very high erime arens are high density nreas,

Pattern of Police Patrol and Frequencey of Crime

The study also sampled the opinions of respondents in the  various

neighbourhoods about the pattern of police patrol in their arcas as illustrated in
Table 3§,

Table M IFrequency ol Police Patrol of Ncighlmurhmuh of Horin

Pattern ~ Frequency  Percentage ("4)
Daily 213 41.28

2 ~ 3 times weekly 299 57.94

Weekly 2 0.39
Occasionally 2 e 0.39

lotal 516 ~100.0

Source: Authors’ :\Bniﬁiu. 2017

As shown in Table 3 a total of 41.28% of respondents reported that their areas
were patrolled daily by the police, while a little more than half (57.94%) were
of the view that they experienced police patrols between two and three times
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Figure 2: Households Crime Prevention and Adaptation Measures in Horin

Source: Authors' Annlysis, 2017

B Maintenance of
Private Guards

M High Wall fence
with gate

W Installation of
Barricades with

locks

W Use of guard dogs

Effectiveness of Crime Prevention and Adaptation Mensures
l'o determine the effectiveness or otherwise of the four main prevention and
adaptation measures, their usage across the residential neighbourhoods vis-i-vis

the frequency of erimes in the neighbourhoods was further analyzed, the results
of which are summarized in Table 5.

Tuble 5:1l Lffectiveness of Adaptation M

IEHHHI'EH

Crime
Density

Low
Crime

Muoderate
C'rime

High
Crime

Very
High
Crime
Totnl

S I s s . Sl

Frequency | Fence  and | Total | Crime Frequency | Private Total
| jnte | Density | security
YES NO
il RS NOR s
Count 110 70 180 Low Count 101 81 182
Percemtage | 61,11 | 38,89 | 100.0 | Crime Percentoge | 55,49 | 44.51 | 1000
Count R 12) 216 Count 52 I 84 236
Percentage | 47.88 | 52,12 | 1000 | Moderate Percentage | 22.03 | 77.97 | 100.0
Counl 106 | 321 427 | Crime Count 32 395 427
Percentage | 24,82 | 75.18 | 1000 Percentage | 7.49 100.0
Count 10 57 67 High Count 9 92.51 | 67
Percentoge | 14.93 | 85,07 | 1000 | Crime Percentoge | 13,43 | 58 100.0
86.57
Very
High
1. i | Crime
Count 339 | 571 210 | Total Count 211 701 912
Percentage | 37.25 | 62,75 | 100.0 | | Percentage | 23.14 | 76.86 | 100.0
Source: Authors' Analysis, 2017
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\s shown m Table 3, while a total of 61.11% of houschoMls in low crmR
neightourhoods had fenced houses with gates, 38 89% did not. Also. 47.88% of
houscholds in moderate crime arcas had fonces and gates, whnk the o

MRS mawmng
32.12% dud not. However, w the high crime and very high crime arcas ophy
- 1 3
-

3% and 14.93% of houscholds respectively had such failities. A Chi
Square test on this distribution across the neighbourhoods confirmed that the
usage of fences and gates 8 inversely related to the high mexdence of crume in
the study area (P < 0.05). What this means i that the more the facilities are
usad, the kess the incidence of crime are recorded. This wnplies that the measure
s refatively effective as a crime prevention and adaptation measure

I Ihe same pattern of effectiveness of fences with gates as a crime provention
and adaptation measures can be attributed 1o the maintenance of Prvale securny
guards by houscholds when viewad along the established crime densities. As
also discernible from Table 5. the use of private security guards had relative
umpacts on crame incidences. For instance, 33.49% and 22.03% of houschokds
n oW and moderate crime neighbourhoods respectivell maintained  such

measure, while as low as 7.49% houscholds in the high crime neighbourhoods
had same.

1Uis however discernible from Table 6 that the same kevel of effectiveness of
fences with gates and maintenance of private security guards as ormw
prrvention and adaptation measures cannot be attnbuted 1o the use of won

barricades in buildings and maintenance of guard dogs as summarized m Tabke
o

Table 6: Effectiveness of Adaptation Measures (continued )

. v - by TN
| Crime MFIIMHIMTTM‘l}_ Frogeessy | Lae of Guand | Total
~ Deasity 'i_lﬂlmh . Dems ity | - __th‘n___ _
Y ES \NO L & LI NG P
Lo T Count +21 s 18 |tew Coust . 2% ]I
Qe Porcomtage | 1374 | Sads | 1000 | Qe | Porcoonage | 3132 | 6888 | W8
L oumt . 35 1 (Y |_ 2% | N ot '. O l:.l ‘ __H:
NModerais Poroominge 'E Wi 1w L A i Voakrate | Poroomange | 3 3 ¢ ':‘_-‘ d
Vreme L oumt | W3 | 34 Q7 | Onme | Count | ™ 4N 2 ‘
| Poecoaiage | 2178 | S22 | Wl | | Dorcontage | 1A %0 s
' N | Coumt 1 11 ' & e 'f Rygd L Count _: b 3| 2w » |
| Orimc Pocostnge | 180 i:s.q mnln-;  Roriags iu“ ;:rlr.un
| " | . '\
| Very High | | | Very High | |
j Creme ! : — . S
Total * | 3 “Tesmt (211 | W1 2
1

e

Seurce: Auhors” Amahvsis, 2017

_Perceetage | 3014 TS | 1062
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As shown in the ‘I'ubl::q a total of 68.68% and 77.979 of houscholds in crime
«nd moderate crime neighbourhoods, respectively, did not maintain guard do
and crimes were sull relatively low in such places. A similar imff'ccﬁ\'cn .
;--.zuurn is observable in the high and very high cri =
31.50% and 65.67% of houscholds in neighbou oo
.nd very high r.:rimx:_ zones respectively did not mainta;

.ron barricades in buildings across the different crime density
area. For instance, in spite of the relatively high level of the use of this measure
in neighbourhoods categorized as high crime (21.78%) and ven high crime
(16.42%) density areas. the level of crime occurrence was still m-hlit‘:h high,
“hile its usage was also not impact ful among households in low cru;}e and
moderate crime neighbourhoods as it was poorly used among houscholds in
these two neighbourhoods.

1 0

Conclusion

The study. having examined both the pattemn of police patrol and the use of
anconventional crime prevention  and adaptation measures among
neighbourhoods of llorin, concludes that the relative presence of police in
neighbourhoods, maintenance of guard dogs and installation of iron barricades
in houses are not very effective in preventing crimes in the study arca.
However, the maintenance of private security guards by households as well as
the usage of high fences and gates in buildings proved to be relatively effective
in preventing crimes among households in lorin. As a result of its effectiveness
in minimizing vulnerability to houscholds-level crime. the study recommends
that the erection of fences around buildings be cncouraged and integrated into
the housing construction and development processes. The various physical
planning authonties should be encouraged to recognize this measure and
approve its construction during the plen approval process as part of the overall
housing development processes. Additionally, the study recommends that the
structure of policing in Nigeria be reviewed as to allow for the introduction of
t community policing where policemen are made to serve within the
& ncighbourhoods where they are resident. Such a measure would allow for
cffective policing as the knowledge of the peculiar security conditions and
challenges of the community by policemen who are themselves members of
such communities would impact positively on their job of crime prevention.

45




References




Bt A Num Na
ll‘“a)\ 1‘" ' ":_I: ping ol ¢
Nevernoh Rt Svban
Faderal ALY h

l\““l““\ AL (m) '1 1%
Acvossad fhom

\'{i".-tﬂ tt\l" 'll,l

Marebaly, M. Hﬁ, 'TF “i" W A Al
luﬁ\m me  Pre
\vmu

Moset, Cﬁ\. m ' a ol
R 'Tk“l'l‘ ) :
Aoser, e“ll a A % L 3
\M an :" A
ﬁ.ﬂ ﬂ-- AT
11» ﬁ W\
N, M Usly |




(Onope. O L. 11933) Cﬂm H {n Onmro
LAwu Dﬁl’lmﬂq
hudilulc for Policy an ?u Strateg
OUPt ‘l}l]‘l) Oxford Die Al
(2“‘7) cm ﬁ.ili ‘1-.|._|
Nugcﬂn Unpublished ].11.%,.i |
Minna, Nigeria, ﬂ "
Siegel, | (1995). Criminolo, lm e
West Publl:hingeq ﬁm .
{N-Habitat (2007). Enhar '
on Human Settlen (.
Habitat, Emhmn. |
UN-Habitat (2008). Srmip ¢ W
Habitat. 'I'T',L .

‘\.IIIIII

.I
lrII

Pl

world Bank (1998). Derer int.
World. World Ban | #1
World Bank, Washing w n
world Bank. (2015),

www.worldbank.c E-',._.';.;fi f‘_-'-,,;

i
. l .\_.r
l-+_
: 1211 i |
]
J||-




