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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS ACTIVITIES AND 

POVERTY ALLEVIATION AMONG RURAL DWELLERS OF BOSSO, 

NIGERIA 

Abstract 

The phenomenal growth in the level of poverty in spite of the increasingly government established 

programs aimed at poverty alleviation in Nigeria call for the study into other options outside the 

purview of the Government. Hence this paper examines the impact of Non-Governmental 

Organisations activities on poverty alleviation among dwellers of selected villages (Gidan Kwano, 

Gidan Mangoro and Gurara) in Bosso Local Government, Niger State of Nigeria based on 

Weisbrod performance failure theory. A framework of three NGOs activities: Electricity supply, 

borehole provision and humanitarian services as a determinant for poverty alleviation was 

developed. The quantitative approach with survey design was employed for the study. The quota 

sampling technique was adopted so as to provide a representative sample of the various subgroups 

within the population. A self-structured questionnaire in Hausa language was used to collect data 

from 107 respondents. Descriptive statistics, Pearson-Product Moment correlation and Multiple 

Regression analysis were used for the data analysis. The study concludes that a significant 

relationship exist between electricity supply, humanitarian services and poverty alleviation but not 

with provision of borehole. It is therefore, recommended that NGOs should pay more attention to 

the supply of electricity and provision of humanitarian services in seeking to alleviate poverty in 

the selected villages.  

Keywords: Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), Poverty, Poverty alleviation, Nigeria. 

 

1. Introduction 

Poverty is a fundamental and universal social phenomenon (Chimobi, 2010) with multi-

dimensional definition (Ewetan, 2007; Kehinde, 2009), depending on the discipline or unique areas 

of studies. The World Bank (2007) defined poverty as the level of income below which a certain 

percentage of the population is to live (Ojo, Okoronkwo, Patience, & Adewumi, 2016). It is a state 

of being poor while being poor is having little or not enough money for basic needs. As global 

poor hits 1billion more than 67% of Nigerians live below poverty line (National Bureau of 

statistics, 2017). Many factors are responsible for this which includes slow development of human 

resources, minute wage and productivity in the informal sector, sluggish economic growth, 

inappropriate micro economic policies and imperfection in labor market leading to unemployment 

(Adeyeye, 2007). Other causes as enumerated by Owolabi (2009) include corruption, poor 

governance, and population growth rate, the economic nature, absence of basic infrastructure 

among others that needs urgent attention to salvage the masses from penury.  

Addressing the challenge of poverty was one of the reasons for the United Nations (UN) summit 

at the dawn of the millennium where a Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) with 8 goals, 18 

targets and 24 indices subsequently known as the Sustainable Development Goal (SDGs) in 2015. 

The first goal was to eradicate extreme poverty for those whose income is less than $1 per day 
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which is the first target. These proportions are to be reduced to half between 1990 and 2015 (Jide, 

Felix & Ese, 2014). Although, the UN member states implemented various programs to achieve 

these MDGs , only few among the African countries partially succeeded in 2015, while countries 

like Nigeria did not achieve so much (Ajiye, 2014). 

Conventionally, the government is responsible for the economic and social welfare of the citizens 

(Kemi, 2012).  However, Adebayo (2012) revealed that in the past decades, successive 

governments of Nigeria have put up policies aimed at poverty alleviation such as Operation Feed 

the Nation (OFN), Green Revolution Program, National Economic Empowerment and 

Development strategies (NEEDs) among others, all aiming at poverty alleviation. Despite all 

attempts, the problem of poverty continues to linger because the prescribed solutions have failed 

to unravel the root causes of poverty (Kehinde, 2009). Thus, the intervention of Non-

Governmental Organisations (NGOs), Community-Based Organisations (CBOs), Social 

Entrepreneurs (SE) and Philanthropists, often non-profits, which activities cut across diverse 

aspects of social needs with immense effect in the transition from poverty to betterment of life. 

Previous studies (Ezuma, 2010; Brad, Eric & John, 2013 and Jide et al, 2014) on poverty 

alleviation in Nigeria focused on various options in respect of poverty alleviation in other locality, 

but none considered the effect of NGOs activities on poverty alleviation in this context. Hence, 

extending on previous research, this study examines the relationship between NGOs and poverty 

alleviation among the rural dwellers of selected villages in Bosso LGA in the light of Weisbrod 

performance failure theory (Weisbrod, 1975).  In doing this, the following research questions were 

addressed: 

1) What is the impact of electricity provision on poverty alleviation among rural dwellers of 

selected villages in Bosso Local Government Area?  

2) Does boreholes provisions have effect on poverty alleviation among rural dwellers of 

selected villages in Bosso Local Government Area?  

3) What impact do humanitarian services have on poverty alleviation among rural dwellers of 

selected villages in Bosso Local Government Area?  

The result of the findings will contribute to the literature in developmental studies. This study is 

therefore structured thus: section 2.0 Weisbrod performance failure theory; section 3.0 and 4.0, the 

history of NGOs and concepts and Methodology. The next section presents the results and 

discussion, and finally, conclusion and recommendations.  

2.0 Weisbrod Performance Failure Theory 

Performance failure theory or public goods theory is one of the oldest economic theories on the 

role of non-governmental organizations developed by Burton Weisbrod from his influential paper 

‘Toward a Theory of the Voluntary Non-profit Sector in a Three-Sector economy.’ The theory 

explained that NGOs exist as a result of governmental failures with regard to the residual 

unsatisfied demand for public goods in the society and market failure due to non-optimal provision 

of public goods. Thus, Weisbrod proposed that a group of voluntary organisations will emerge as 

extra-governmental providers of collective consumption goods to supplement the public goods 

(which might be zero) and be an alternative to the private-sectors collective goods (Weisbrod, 

1975). The failure of the government in Niger state to provide the basic public goods such as 

electricity, certain humanitarian services and water supply that made the rural dwellers to 
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experience poverty has aroused the interest of NGOs into activities to improve the lisfe of the rural 

dwllers. 

3. 0 History of Non-Governmental Organisations 

 NGOs had been active at the international level since the eighteenth century in Western countries, 

when national level issue-based organisations focused on the abolition of the slave trade and 

movements for peace (Lewis, 2007).  However, NGOs was coined during one of the conferences 

of the UN in 1945 to distinguish organisations from inter-governmental and member organisations 

(Mostashiri, 2005). They are heterogeneous groups that are organized by different bodies referred 

to as parent organization (Lewis, 2009). Some parent organisations could be another NGOs, or 

Government organized NGOs (GONGOs), which are set up by governments to appear like NGOs 

in order to qualify for outside aid or promote the interests of that government. There are Business-

friendly International NGO (BINGO), Civil Society Organization (CSO), Donor Organized  

(DONGO), Environmental NGO (ENGO), such as Greenpeace and WWF, International NGO 

(INGO) such as Oxfam and INSPAD, Quasi-autonomous NGO (QUANGOs), Technical 

Assistance NGO (TANGO), Transnational NGO (TNGO), Grassroots Support Organization 

(GSO), Market Advocacy NGO (MANGO) among others (Akpan, 2010).  

Within the Africa context, the declining role of government especially in Nigeria has led to the 

alarming rate of the growth of NGOs generally (Ogunyemi, 2012). For instance, Niger State has 

136 registered NGOs (Adeyeye, 2016) aim at meeting the social needs of the poor, aside some 

functional yet unregistered ones such as Datu foundation that is concerned with schooling 

assistance. Mallam Sheu foundation that is involved in community development in the area of 

provision of rural borehole water and several other social services from the students of Federal 

University of Technology, Minna Niger State among others in the three villages of study. 

 

3.1 Concept of Non-Governmental Organisations 

The term ‘NGO’ is difficult to define due to its functional and structural diversifications (Lekorwe, 

2007). However, it is widely accepted that they are entrepreneurial organisations that pursue 

activities that relief suffering and promote interests of the poor, protect environment, provide basic 

social services and undertake community development (Stephenson, 2009). According to 

Uzuegbunam (2013), NGOs are legally constituted non-state organisations created by natural or 

legal persons with no participation or representation of any government, and even in cases being 

funded totally or partially by government, they still maintain the non-governmental status by 

excluding government representatives from membership. In the same vein, Ball and Dunn (2013) 

described them as non-profit agency that serve some public interest voluntarily, and autonomously 

managed, not for personal profit or self-service and other related personal values. They work with 

and for disadvantaged people through their innovative projects or programs. However, there are 

other social service providers such as the Community-Based Organisations (CBOs), Social 

Entrepreneurs (SEs), and Philanthropists. In view of the above, the following are postulated to 

characterise NGOs: First, they should be privately set up and sufficiently autonomous in its 

activity, that is, independent of direct governmental control. Secondly, they should be non-profit 

organisations, which would clearly define its voluntary character. Thirdly, they should not aspire 

for political power. Lastly, they should support development which demonstrates the nature of 

their public interest. This four characteristic are sacrosanct to be judicially referred to as NGO 

(Schiavo-Campo and Sundaram, 2001). 
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3.2 Classification of Non-Governmental Organisations 

There are many different classifications of NGOs, nevertheless this study adopts the World Bank 

typology that divides NGOs into two, Operational and Advocacy (Uzuegbunam, 2013). On one 

hand, operational NGOs are primarily to design and implement developmental related projects and 

programs. They mobilize resources, in form of donations financially, materially or voluntary 

labour. On the other hand, Advocacy NGOs focus on advocating, defending and promoting policy 

changes related to a particular cause especially on rights. Despite the differences, both operational 

and advocacy NGOs need to engage in fund-raising, work mobilization, organising special events, 

engaging the media and so on (Mostashiri, 2005) for sensitization, implementation and 

achievement of objectives but the line of demarcation rests on definition of activities and method  

of implementing projects. NGOs play important and increasing roles in both national and 

international development. 

3.3 Sources of Fund for Non-Governmental Organisations 

Every organisation needs funding for survival. NGOs source funds generally from philanthropists, 

parent organisations, endowments, grants, subsidies, donations, and fees among others, which can 

be classified into the internal and external sources (Ngeh, 2013). The internal source focuses on 

the domestic sources of support such as members’ contributions, donations from friends and 

sympathizers sharing the same values, enrolment fees from organized events, income from sales 

of publications, investments of reserves and capital and productive activities (Warner, 2008). 
Whilst the external source focuses on necessary finance for the survival and development of the NGOs like 

support from governments, corporations, private sectors, rich individuals and philanthropists (Fernand, 

2006). However, Lotsmart (2007) posited that dependency on external funding depicts mixed results of 

possible impacts on lives and the state as a whole by NGOs because external financing tends to impose 

some degree of constraint on local NGOs. Similarly, Andreas (2005) expressed that strong dependency on 

external funding can be a serious problem on the long-term development of local NGOs. He maintained 

that international donors operate according to their own goals and project management styles, local NGOs 

have to conform to their requirements in order to receive financial support which could mean a divergence 

from their goals. Thus much reliance on external funding could make it difficult for local NGOs to 

accomplish their stated objectives (Turary 2002). 

 

3.4 Activities of Non-Governmental Organisations  

There are diverse activities undertaken by NGOs, such as provision of infrastructural facilities 

(good roads, construction of drainage channels, and sewage facilities, electricity supply, borehole), 

educational facilities, healthcare services, environmental sanitations and protection, and 

humanitarian services that have been major contributors to poverty alleviation even among the 

rural dwellers of the selected villages in Bosso Local Government. Anheier (1990) argued that 

NGOs are capable of providing services more economically than the government because they 

undertake projects at lower labor costs since they rely on voluntary local inputs that exclude 

transaction costs and do not seek profit for their services. Based on this premises, failure with 

NGO-led projects compared with those of the government have fewer consequences on the 

economy as a whole, moreover, NGO-led projects are executed at micro-level. Nevertheless, this 

study focuses on the supply of electricity, provision of boreholes and humanitarian services. 
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3.4.1 Electricity Supply 

Nigeria has one of the least net electricity generation per capita rates globally (Chinwuko, 

Mgbemena, Aguh & Ebhofa, 2011).  Thus energy poverty becomes a major challenge due to 

extreme electricity shortage in Nigeria. Energy poverty is the absence of sufficient choice in 

accessing adequate, affordable, reliable, high quality, safe and environmentally benign energy 

services to support economic and human development (Hussein & Filho, 2012). The energy 

challenge to meet the first MDG, “Eradication of extreme poverty and hunger”, has two 

components: income generation and household cooking needs (Peter, 2010). Lack of access to 

electricity for the household and enterprises, is perceived as a major constraint to economic growth 

and increased welfare in developing countries especially in Nigeria where epileptic power outage 

is a normal life (Chinwuko et al., 2011). However, having good access to electricity involves 

attributes such as duration, capacity, affordability, availability, reliability, quality, legality, health 

safety and convenience among others which drive the extent to which people and enterprises can 

make use of electricity so as to improve lives and livelihoods (Mary et al, 2015). Energy is useful 

when the utility can facilitate human development (Hussein & Filho, 2012). Thus, energy has 

strong links with poverty reduction as it enhances the standard of living domestically, improves 

income, health, education and the environment especially in the rural areas where household 

generator is a rare luxury for a scant population. 

3.4.2 Boreholes Provision 

Water is life (Mkondiwa et al, 2013). It is an omnipresent factor of life and thus its deprivation 

(water poverty) has catastrophic consequences including outbreak of diseases, acute food shortage 

and drudgery in rural work. Inadequate access to safe water for domestic purposes (drinking, 

cooking, washing, bathing, personal and home hygiene) is an index of poverty (Carter & Bevan, 

2008). Hence, access to safe water means livelihood as it is the route out of poverty for individuals 

and communities (World Water Assessment Programme, 2009). Harvey (2008) argued that  access 

to water and poverty is significantly associated because access to safe water reduces health care 

expenditure, morbidity and mortality, increases income generating opportunities, free and 

productive time for work and school attendance (girls). Extending and enhancing the development 

of water resources in general, and of groundwater in particular, can have significant beneficial 

impacts on poverty and livelihoods (Nwankwoala, 2016) especially for rural dwellers in Bosso LG 

that never had government provision of tap water but rather search for stream water for both 

domestic and enterprise usage.  

3.4.3 Humanitarian Services 

Humanitarian services are catered for by social-service providers who are motivated by 

humanitarian reasons to donate tangible and intangible resources for the betterment of the needy 

group or community (Morris et al, 2012).  These social services may be for humanitarian anti-

poverty scheme such as provision of shelter, clothing, shoes, books, grant, scholarship, and 

advocacy, human rightist etc. (Adeyeye 2016). It may include the protection of civilians from 

hostilities, abuses, health services and other items of assistance undertaken for the benefit of the 

less privileged (Edmund, 2004). That is, the centrality of saving human lives and alleviating 

suffering wherever it is found. Humanitarian assistance provided in recent years by NGOs in 

Africa has saved many lives (Edmund, 2004) and still does. 

3.5 Concept of Poverty  
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A concise and universally accepted definition of poverty is elusive largely because it affects many 

aspects of the human conditions: physical, moral and psychological conditions. Different criteria 

have, therefore, been used to conceptualize poverty (Olatomide, 2012). Poverty is not merely an 

issue or problem relating to low level of income but also related to non-income aspects such as 

social, economic, environmental, physical, infrastructural, institutional, political as well as 

cultural, ethnic and gender (Collier, 2007; Prahalad, 2010). However, among economists, poverty 

is a state of minimal income and consumption (Ewetan, 2007) which occurs when people fall 

below the level of economic welfare deemed to represent a reasonable minimum either in some 

absolute sense or by the standard of a specific society. In alleviating poverty, diverse measures are 

being undertaken by government and NGOs in order to achieve the sustainable goals. Hence, this 

study examines the relationship between the activities of the NGOS in the selected villages and 

poverty alleviation. 

A framework is developed to examine the relationship between NGOs activities and poverty 

alleviation among rural dwellers in some selected villages in Bosso LG, Niger state Nigeria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Framework of NGOs activities and poverty alleviation in Bosso LG 

Source: Authors, Field Study (2017) 

The framework explains how NGOs activities: provision of electricity, provision of borehole and 

humanitarian services relates with poverty alleviation under the lens of Weisbrod performance 

failure theory. Weisbrod performance failure theory stated that NGOs exist to complement 

government failures in providing for the basic needs that will improve the standard of living of the 

masses (Tallon and McGregor, 2014). 

4.0 Methodology 

The quantitative approach was employed for this study using survey design for data collection in 

an attempt to elicit primary information from the three selected villages in Bosso LGA comprising 

Gidan Kwano, Gidan Mangoro and Gurara. Bosso LGA is one of the two LGAs in Minna 
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metropolis, the head quarter of Niger State, Nigeria. Bosso LGA has many villages that has merged 

together due to urban development into a megacity (Minna) except these three villages that are 

faraway hence their suitability for this study. A Quota sampling technique was adopted to provide 

a representative sample of the various subgroups within the population. A self-structured 5-likert 

scale questionnaire translated to the indigenous language (Hausa) was used to collect data from 

107 respondents out of the150 copies that were administered by the research assistants. The face 

and content validity was carried out while a pilot test-re-test was conducted. A reliability test 

conducted on the test-re-test result gave a coefficient of 68%. Hence the instrument is perceived 

to be reliable for the study. Descriptive statistic, Pearson-Moment Correlation and Multiple Linear 

Regression analysis were employed for data analysis.   The result is presented at P< 0.05 which is 

the conventional level of significance for social sciences. 

4.1 Dependent Variable 
4.1.1 Poverty alleviation 

The dependent variable for the study is Poverty alleviation. The variable has 5 items of which the 

respondents were to indicate their responses by ticking from the items with the highest score 5 and 

the lowest score 1. The 5 items were subsequently transformed into one variable PovA. 

4.2 Independent Variables 

The independent variables for the data collected are electricity supply (ElecS), borehole provision 

(BohoP) and humanitarian services (HumanS). The variables had 5 items each to which 

respondents were to tick between highest 5 and 1 as the least, hence a respondent can score highest 

20 and lowest 5 scores. The items for each variable were transformed into one construct each. 

4.2.1 Electricity supply 

The variable electricity supply is measured with the following indices. Improved security; reduced 

spending on (kerosene and candle), use of electronic gadgets, better light to see at night, and TV 

viewing. 

4.2.2. Borehole provision 

This variable is measured with the following indices. Availability of clean water for cooking, 

regular bathing, reduced waterborne diseases, regular cloth washing, and reduced time spent on 

searching for water.  

4.2.3. Humanitarian services 

The variable is measured with the following indices, scholarship, gift of books, free transport to 

school, clothes and shoes donation and free lunch at schools.  

 

5.0 Results and Discussions 
The study investigates the impact of Non-governmental organization on poverty alleviation. The 

descriptive analysis reveals the general features of these rural dwellers. 
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Figure 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age 

Source: Authors’ Field Study (2017) 

Figure 2 showed that majority of the respondents are between the age range of 18-29years.This 

range is a noticeable segment that households started experiencing poverty from their active age 

which might be the rationale for high rate of poverty in these communities. The ultimate effect 

usually includes gangstering, criminality, scavenging, begging, prostitution, trickstering etc.(Sarr, 

2006) if there is no intervention. Thus the NGOs intervention could avert these tendencies and 

divert them to meaningful  endeavours. 

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Gender 

Gender Frequency Percent 

 

Male 

 

67 71.7 

Female 40 38.3 

 

Total 

 

107 

 

100.0 

Source: Author, Field Study (2017). 

Table 1 revealed that 67(71.7%) of the respondents are males while the remaining 40 (38.3%) of 

the respondents are females. This implied a cultural influence of male dominance. Bennett and 

Daly (2014) researched on a range of EU countries showed that men are more likely to live in ‘in-

work’ poverty because of their family situation (including having a partner with no income of her 

own) than women, which is similar to this finding.  
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Table 2: Distribution of respondents by level of education 

 Level of education Frequency Percent 

 None 47 43.9 

Primary Education 18 16.8 

Secondary Education 33 30.8 

Tertiary Education 9 8.4 

Total 107 100.0 

Source: Authors’ Field Study (2017). 

Table 2 indicated that majority 43.7% of the respondents has no formal education. This implied 

that the rural dwellers are educationally poor and should have contributed to the level of poverty 

in the communities. However, this might be due to the low level of income in this community to 

support education and its effect as explained in UNESCO (2005) report that illiteracy and quasi-

illiteracy greatly contributes in entrenching rural communities in poverty as people are unable to 

embrace the benefits of basic current scientific knowledge and technology application to improve 

their well-being (Adow, 2013). Further analysis revealed that 67.3% of this sample are married 

while 32.7% are unmarried. This might be due to early child marriages as the community have low 

income to further their children’s’ education. It might also be because majority of the respondents 

are not exposed to other side of life than living to marry and have children which makes poverty 

to be there unequivocal lifestyle without contest. 

  

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by area of specialization 

 Area of specialization Frequency Percent 

 Farming 50 46.7 

Trading 21 19.6 

Craft work 25 23.4 

Apprenticeship 11 10.3 

 

Total 
 

107 

 

100.0 

Source: Author, Field Study (2017). 

Table 3 shows that majority of the respondents (46.7% ) are farmers, typical of most rural dwellers 

in Nigeria.  This is in line with (Alfred etal, 2014) study that confirmed farming as the main 

occupation of rural communities as over seventy percent of the dwellers are engaged in agriculture 

for survival. However, allude to the plight of farmers in Nigeria, like poor preservation, buyers from 

cities enjoy the financial benefits while they labor and live in abject poverty. All these calls for Non-

governmental intervention to attain the MDGs. 

5.1 Pearson-Moment Correlation analysis result 
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Pearson-Moment Correlation was used examine the strength of relationship between the variables 

the NGOs activities and Poverty alleviation. The assumptions for this statistical tool was observed 

for data suitability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4 Pearson-Product Moment Correlation Coefficient Result 

Variables 1 2 3 4 

Poverty Alleviation 1 

 

   

Electricity Supply          .490** 

 

1   

Borehole Provision    .197* 

 

.349** 1  

Humanitarian Services       

 

.441** 

 

.181 .162 1 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). *. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). 

Source: Authors’ Field Study (2017). 

 

Table 5.1 showed the correlation results with the individual effects evidence between the 

dependent variable (poverty alleviation) and independent variables : electricity supply (r 

=0.490**) and humanitarian services (r =0.441**) which are very significant at P<0.01, while 

borehole provision (r =0.197*) is significant at P<0.05.This showed that there exist a strong 

relationship between electricity provision, humanitarian services and poverty alleviation,  while 

borehole provision possesses a weak relationship which implied that if NGOs invest on the 

electricity supply and provide humanitarian services would have great impact in alleviating 

poverty among the people in Bosso LGA and also provision of borehole. 

5.2 Multiple Linear Regression Analysis Result 

A linear multiple regression analysis was employed to test the multiple effect of NGOs activities 

on poverty alleviation. The regression model for the study is as follows: 

PA=ß0+ ß1X1+ ß2X2 + ß3X3 + e………………………… (Cohen, 2008). 

PA=8.518+ (5.071x X1) + (.133) x X2) + (4.567x X3) + 0.05 

Where; PA = Dependent variable representing Poverty Alleviation 

ß0=Constant  

ß1X1 = Electricity Supply 

ß2X2 = Borehole Provision 

ß3X3 = Humanitarian Services 

e = Error term, (0, 1) normally distributed with mean 0 and variance 1. 
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            Table 5: Multiple Linear Regression Analysis Result 

Variable Poverty Alleviation 

Constant 8.518 

Electricity Supply .428 

(5.071)** 

Borehole Provision .011 

(.133) 

Humanitarian Services .366 

(4.567) ** 

R .607a 

R Square .369 

Adjusted R Square .350 

F-value 20.052** 

             **P < 0.01, *P < 0.05, t-value in parenthesis  

           Source: Author, Field Study (2017). 

Table 5.2 presents the regression analysis results between the dependent variable (poverty 

alleviation) and the independent variables (electricity supply, borehole provision and humanitarian 

services). The whole model indicated that there is a significant relationship between the 

independent variables and poverty alleviation (r = 0. 607,   Adjusted r2 = 0. 350, F value = 20.052). 

The whole model shows significant 60.7%   at P < 0.05. Thus, this indicated that electricity supply, 

borehole provision and humanitarian service contributed 35% to the variations in poverty 

alleviation among rural dwellers in Nigeria, which is good enough while other variables outside 

this model will contribute 65%.  

It is evident from the result of the analysis that when electricity is supplied and humanitarian 

services are offered to the dwellers of these communities, poverty will be reduced. Thus in 

answering the first research question, supply of electricity through the provision of transformers 

to boost public supply of electricity and provision and maintenance of industrial generators to 

supplement the national erratic power supply for the masses has significant impact on poverty 

alleviation. As such, if supply of electricity is made available and affordable, the rural dwellers 

will have the opportunity to listen to news on radio, watch television, and be exposed to 

information’s nationally and internationally to acquire knowledge and improve their standard of 

living. This is in consonance with the findings of Hussein  and  Filho,  (2012)  who  corroborated  

that electricity  supply is  prominent  in  achieving  poverty  alleviation  and  contribute  directly   

by improving  the quality of life through better lighting, access to technological facilities and so 

on. Contrary to expectation on boreholes provision, the result showed that there is no statistical 

significance between boreholes provision and poverty alleviation at p<0.05. Thus, in answering 

the second research question, boreholes provision has not sufficiently contributed to poverty 

alleviation in these communities. This might be due to the stress involved in pumping the 

boreholes, a very long queue, and time wastage in contrast to quick fetch at the stream and river 

sides. Thus, children spent long time at borehole sites while parents wait indefinitely.  Also, the 

findings showed that there is a statistical significance between humanitarian services such as 

schooling assistance and poverty alleviation at 5% level of significance.  Therefore, in answering 

the third research question, humanitarian services have adequately contributed to poverty 

alleviation in these communities. This implied that the more the humanitarian services provided 

the less the rate of poverty in these rural areas. This result is in consonance with the findings  of 
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Morris  et al, (2012) who revealed that  humanitarian services  catered for by social service 

providers who are motivated  by  humanitarian  reason  to  donate  tangible  and  intangible  

resources  helps  in  the betterment  of  the  needy  group  or  community. Thus, NGOs should 

focus on the provision of the significant activities.   

This study contributes to the literature of social entrepreneurship in developing economies, 

however, care should be taken in generalizing the result to other rural dwellers without similar 

background in developing economies. 

  

6. 0 Conclusion and recommendations 
Poverty is a fundamental and universal social phenomenon but Nigeria’s rate of poverty ranks one of the 

highest globally. NGOs exist to complement the governmental failures to meet the basic needs of the masses 

in order to alleviate poverty. The study has examined the relationship between NGOs activities in 

terms of electricity supply, provision of borehole and humanitarian services and poverty alleviation 

in the context of the rural dwellers in three selected villages in Bosso LGA, Minna, Niger State, 

Nigeria. The result showed that electricity supply and humanitarian services are significantly 

associated to poverty alleviation and NGOs should focus more on these activities to ameliorate the 

lives of the members of these communities. In view of the finding and conclusion drawn from this 

study, the following recommendations are made: 

 NGOs should ensure that there is a constant power supply in these communities by more  

providing transformers and generators to aid the electrification of the community to 

connect to the world beyond the settlement through technology towards poverty alleviation  

 The borehole provided in these communities should be improved by simply providing tap 

water to lessen the stress of pumping and easy fetching and encourage the dwellers of this 

community to jettison stream fetching for the tap water.  

 More investments should be made on humanitarian services such as scholarship, provision 

of school uniforms, shoes, foods, books and so others on a regular basis and not just on a 

once at a time basis in order to hasten the achievement of poverty alleviation in these 

communities. 

 The government should promote friendly policies to encourage NGOs activities as well as 

design monitoring measures to deter the fake NGOs activities in Nigeria.  
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