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Abstract

© This study was carried out to find out the impact of wood

industries on economic statis of resident in Niger State,

. Nigeria. Survey research design. To achieve this objective,

fourresearch questions were formulated to guide the study. A
26- item questiom}aire was used to collect data. The
instrument was validated by 3 lecturers from the Department
of Industrial and Technology Education, Federal University
of Technology, Minna. The reliability coefficient of the
instrument was found to be 0.81 using Cronbach Alpha
Sformula. Mean was used as statistical tool to analyze the data
collected. The study revealed that most wood industries in
Niger State possess the potentials, but not the facilities and
support required to make tremendous impacts on the
economic status of Niger State as the challenges confronting
them were beyond ordinary economic challenges. It was
there.fm'c", recommended among others that the government
of Niger L.S'tate should create a conducive and growth driven
npportzm.zty/en vironment for investors/indust_rialist who plan
to make impact on the state through the wood industry, as the

demand for wood products and wood bye-products are on the
increase.
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and professions. It is obvious
that the entire human race depends on all sorts of
energy in which water takes about 70, of such
dependency and wood provides close to 40% of
the items. energy, and facilities that are used to
overcome the day to day human, industrial,
economic, and environmental challenges
(Gadgil, 2000). Wood industry is a multi-million
industry which gives livelihood to millions of
people around the globe. This is one of the
industries which sustain the economy of several
nations, especially those with vast forests fo
spcak of. World statistics have shown that the
wood industry contributes largely to the national
system ol m'mfuction, distrilwt'm‘n.l and
consumption activitics of cvery nation thc‘
world. (Hvide, Newman. & Seldon., 2011, '”
capitalised efficiently, wood industry \-wll‘
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glorious ¢conomic condition.
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(Karcem, 2015). In another development, a
l“AWCl'ing and majestic building may be covered
with glass, a bridge may be scen as an all
conerete structure with metal vailings, a castle
may look grandiose with concrete and steel
combined, but al] of them could not have been
into what they are without wood, (Kathryn,

2009). Therefore, with the increase in demand

.and encouragement by the government, many
- saw mills and other wood-based industries

sprang up.

Niger State consists of two forms of wood-based
industry: primary processors (forestry,
sawmills) and secondary processors
(Coxxstructién i'ndustry) which are formally and
informally organized into cooperatives. self-

formed associations and individuals. However,

no tertiary processing industries (plywood unit
mills, particleboards) has been established. In
Niger State there.are prospects to expand .the
wood industry sector considering its strategic
geographical position, surrounded by richly

forest resources as land mass, neighboring
. states, hence can tap the resources. Most of the

wood industries in Niger State import large
quantity of hardwood timber species for making
high quality products from the south'or western
part of the country. of which they are neighbors.
Most of the industrics in Niger State have
challenges unique to their particular operations
though most sccondary processing units share a
number of traits and all primary processor units
experience many similar constraints that affect
the overall industry. Data on market conditions,
importation and trend is virtuaty absent in the

sector.

[n the world ol business, Williams (2012)
stressed that wood industry supposed to'beone
of the many favorites of businessmen, where to
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Statement of the Problem

[t s an undisputed fact that wood as a product
resource and major source of livelihood and
revenue pencrator withi the Niger State is seen
ds arrelevant. Accordmg o Haskell (2010),
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necessary

to determine the impact of wood

industrics on the economic status of Niger State
residents which can therefore bring about the
realization of objectives of vision 2020,

Purpose of Study
The aim of this study was to dcu.rmme the

impact of wood industries on the cconOmnc
status of Residents in Niger State, Nigeria.
Specifically. the study sought to:

I

1o

Determine the extent to which wood 1s

being utilized by wood industries in Niger

State.

Find out the <.hallenucs of wood industries
in Niger State.

Ascertain the impact of wood industries on
the improvement of the Niger State
economy.

Research Questions

I To what extent 1s wood utilized in Niger
State?

2. What challenges do the wood industries in
Niger State encounter?

3. What are the impacts of wood industries
on the mprovement of the Nieer State
cconomy -

Methodology

Fhe study adopred 4 survey rescarch design. A

survey rescarch design s considered  most
appropriate tor the study because 1t s set to

collect reley ant data from teputable sources and
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The mstrument was validated by three lecturers

in the Departiment of !ndustrial and Technolog
Education, woodwork-technology Option, at the
Federal University of Technology for their
suggestion and observation. The reliability of
the mmstrument was found to be 0.81 u;'ing
Cronbach Alpha formular. A total of (26) items
questtonnaire  was administered to the
management and technical staft of the above

Table 1: Mean score of managementand technical staff on the extentof wood utihzation in Niger State N
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resbondents through personal contact. All the
Adming. were  duly
compleed and returned giving a one hundred
Pereent (1000 retumn rate. For the analysis of
the colleeted data, the items were rated with four
(4) pomt ratmg scale of Strongly Agreed.
Agreed. Disagreed and Strongly Disagreed. The
Statistical tools used to analyze the data

collected for the rescarch questions was the
mcan.

dered  questionnaires

Results

To determine the acceptance value, a mean score
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of 2.5 is computed in line with the 4-point rating
scale, any item that attracts 2.5 and above 1s
considered Agreed and any item that attracts
below 2.5 is considered Disagreed. The
response mode were Strongly Agree (SA, 4),
Agree (A, 3), Disagree (D. 2). Strongly Disagree
(SD. 1),

Research Question 1
To what extentis wood utihized in Niger State?
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Niger State encounter

| X ot REMARKS
N '
SIN. O ITEM (') . 190 Aursed
30 3 | 3.2 £
10, Poor power supply o |
319 3.14 Agreec
' 3 P C 5.0
L Inadequate skilled personnel : 2.89 .
g . ; 2.92 Agreed
12 Low  patronage by cnvironments and 2,78 3.06
construction workers of local products - yro 314 Agreed
13. High tax rates 3.1 '
_ : < 3.28 Agreed
14, Insufficient wood raw malterials 3.56 3.00 .
. : e " Y Agreed
15 Value depreciation of final products and 3,00 3.22 3.11 *E
furniture used Agreed
16. Lack of commercial labour 3.00 2.72 2.86 \g
17 Health hazards and complications 3.22 2.80 3.06 Agreed
IS Weather conditions which allect market 3,22 ‘ 2.89 3.00 Agreed
value of wood products
19, Lack of available and proper trmsporting  3.33 3.00 3.17 Agreed

facilitics (trucks, vehicles c.tc))

Key . agreed with all items with the mean score
X, = Mecan score ot management staff ranging from 2.86 — 3.28.

X, = Mean score of technical staff ' ,

% = average mean score of management Research Question R

staffand Technical staff What are the impacts of wood industries on the

’ improvement of the Niger State €conomy?
Table 2 reveals that both groups of respondent '
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Table 3 reveals that both groups of respondent  promoting the lévels and standard of economy .
agreed with all items with the mean score

ranging from 3.03 - 3.53,

Discussion of Findings _
In order to propel the cconomic state of any
community or nation a proper analysis of the
activitics carricd out within the various
industries or sector of the said city must be
carricd out. [t was discovered that the activities
being carried out in the wood industries in Niger

State did not totally include thC'prQ_duction of

bamboo and Rattan. This simply implies th;\[
some heneficial potential of wood production

‘ a0 1 1 T8I
and processing are vet Lo be tapped i Nigen
State (Fuwape. 2000).

The finding shows that the challenges facing the
wood in(lu.slry in Niger State were not only thc.
immediute c'hullcngcw such as Poor pmxu
supply. lack of commercial fabour, Iucl.\'.ul \Wm,:
and raw materials, but those thal l.lllit,‘(.‘l nm\.
cconomics such as land use policies. poot

: : Cvestnent
security within the capital city, poor ihve
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of the state.

Table 3 shows that all the items agreed with
finding on the impacts of wood industries on the
improvement of the Niger State economy except
item 13 with mean rating of 2.44 which is below
the agreed level 0f2.50. This is insignificant and
it shows that if wood industries where properly
mobilized, it would create significant impact on
the Niger State government economy, which is
in line with Hyde, Newrhan, & Seldon., (2011)

who highhghted in their study  titled  the
L.conomic Benefits of Forestry Rescarch that the
World  statisties had  shown that it wood
mdustries are capitalized cthiciently, the
mdustry would contribute largely to the national
system of production.  distribution, and
consumptionactivities otevery nation,

Conclusion .

Based on the findings and review on the impact
of wood industries on the economic status of
Niger State, 1t 1s obvious that the wood
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State. According to the lindu tated that
agrecment with Fuwape (2003) who sta i
tl:c high demand for wood P"“duct?‘ (luc- (0 o
increase in population has induced high i CSSUlI :
on forest resources and shall increase as the
years come by, strongly explains the fact tha.t' the
market for the wood industrics would contm@
to grow irrespective of its shortcomings. Thus 1t
IS :whvinus that the economic impact of wood
industrics to Niger State cannot' be OVLTl'
emphasized as the resources are available only if
they are being efficiently utilized and interested
mdividuals and industrialist are being supported
with all the resources they desire to make an
impact with the wood industry in Niger Statc,
thereby creating employment, export products
and better production status of the wood
industry in Niger State. All these goals cannot be
achicved without the support of the
Government, professionals in the wood

technology arca and pcople of Niger State.

Recommendations

Bascd on the findings, the following

recommendations were made:

. Niger State wood industrics  should
cncourage the production and usage of
bamboo and rattan products so as to create
dan extra revenue generator for the, state

and  source of cmployment  for

uncmployed.

the

(3]

Workshop  training as 4 strategy  for

acquirmg modern woodwork technology
skills. should be mculcated i the

curricular
mstitutions so as to transter the heeessary
knowledge and okills (o the  future
industrialist and wood Lechnologists, A
also, professionals in the woog work fielq
and the government should or

ganize
Exhibitions so that companics ¢

dn come

)

of tcchnical/vncatimml '

and show case the Inlw.\‘l machinerjgg e
;n the wood IHLILL\II'I.C.\ S0 ;l.b W Cl““ghten
ctaff of the wood mdustrics Wlth e
;wpcri‘ti“'ml status zmd ‘.U\.ilgg Thereb
creating an Avcn_uc for proper mteracti()n
between protessional collcagues i the
woodwork world. |

3 There should be C“'“PF.CI?e'nswe iiﬁpact

- assessment of  the llctl\'.ItICS of foregt
industries vis-a-vis, logging har\’esting’
transportation and wood conversiop,
Forest concession traders _Should be.
involved ih forest regeneration. Thep,
should be equivalent replacement fo,
every tree removed from the forest.
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