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ABSTRACT of unemployment. Jhere is the need for

Nigeria is fast becoming & predominantly youthful society with high f‘f'r'f‘ﬁ' o ket emplyment which e
appropriate training and practical skills in Vocational and Technical Education (VIE) t0 iy i
reached alsrming proportion. A descriptive survey research design was gdopted for the st jf Coppr
was used to gather data from the populstion of 107 respondents offering woadwork technology b d&.? e

Standard Deviation were used to answer the research questions. Kuder Fichardson K-F2)) fﬂf‘ﬂ?{f/ﬁ ;ffas z;s; o e
the relisbillty of instrument The reliability coefficient of instrument was found to be (187 The objective af the Stu ’y w.a'? to
assess the level of perfarmance of practical skills acquired by technical students for self-empowerment, students gpfnfang
towards woodwark tecknology for self-empawerment after the programme, and extent 10 which study have Eﬁ’t;?.{';'ff'ﬁ?d f{]g
skills. Three research questions were postulsted to guide the study. The major findings of the study were: practical skills
acquired during the course of training is adequate for students to be self employed after schooling: and student perceived

that woodwark technoalagy wauld make them ta be self empowered after the training. Recommendations were based on the

findings of study which include: Federal Gavernment of Nigeria and all stakeholders should pay attention to woodwork

technology in particular and VIE in general as a means of overcaming unemployment problems amang the youth in Nigeria
Modern tools, equipment and adequate infrastructural facilties should be provided for woadwark practical training

INTRODUCTION country has had a pervasive unemployment far over a

Unemplayment occurs when people are withaut decade though, Nigeria is the most populated black
jubs: and they have ackively sought for job within the past nation in Africa and 8th in the warld with a population of
four week (L0 2007). Emeh (2012) refered to over 160 million peaple, According to Awagbenle and
unemployment as a situation where people who are lwuamadi (2010), the statistics from the Manpawer

willing and capable of working are unable to find suitable Board the Federal Bureay of Statistics, Nigeria has 8

fouthpopuaton of 81 millian, representing 50% of the

total population of the country. B4 million of them
unemplayed. while |.§ milian are under-employed.

employment. Oviawe (2010) defined unemployment as a
situation in which peaple who are willing to wark at the
prevailing wage rate are unable to find jobs,

A high level of unemployment and
underemployment is one_nf the critical socio econgmic of publ
problems facing Nigeria (Salami, 2011). Nigeria is an
impartant case study of the youth unemployment. The

e causg of yauth unemployment is as a result
Vuuatinnzl E:g:htuﬁ Bttitude tawards Technical and
status (N aton (IVE) as education for the low

wokomah, 2005). This stems from the low
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image of ‘blue callar’ jobs which TVE offers, befare and
after independence. Nigeria education system prepared
students for basic ‘white collar' jobs. Over time, the
paucity of jobs led ta high unemployment rate and alsa a
high level of paverty in the society (Moja, 2000; Ebang &
Leigha, 200B). The Nigeria society wrangly believes that
those who are not _écadernically inclined study TVE
subjects. It is because of this reasan that most parents
are not willing to encourage their wards to study TVE
subjects. The fact remains that most parents are apt to
want an academic education for thejr children, whether
or not graduates fncﬁéasingly finds it difficult jobs or
nat. They do not want their children to go to schoals for
the purpose of becoming  Bricklayers, carpenters,
mechanic (Nwakamah, 2005). The urge for certificate
“and degree in preference tg technical vocational skills
stems from the factlthat when it comes to political
appointments, leadership positions and decisign making,
graduate with degrees certificates in other fields are
favared most than their counterparts with technical
vocational skills.

_ The Nigeria FEducational Research and
Development Council (FGN, 2004) stated that vocational
education is that form of education which is abtainable
at the technical colleges. This is equivalent to senior
secondary education but designed to prepare individual
to acquire skills, basic and scientific knowledge and
attitude required as craftsmen and technicians and sub-
professional level. According to Akaninwor (2005),

vocational education cauld be regarded as that aspect of-

education which provided the recipients with the basic
knowledge and practical skills needed for entry into the
world of work as employees or as self-employed. For
Merele (2007). vocational education is an aspect of
education that exposes the learner to the acquisition of
demanstrable skills building and skill identity, which
ultimately becomes a means of livelihood.

Technical Education Accarding to National
Palicy on Education (2013) referred to that aspect of
educational process invalving, in addition to general
educatian, the study related sciences and the acquisition
of practical skills attitude, understanding and knowledge
relating to occupation in various sectors of economic
and social life. Woodwork technalogy is a study given to
students in Technical Colleges ta pramote a deliberate
sustainable development and poverty reduction becomes
and intervention plans to bring about learning which
could make the students to be more productive in areas
of economic sector, occupational and specific work
(Okwari, 2012).

The only way to empower the youth is to
provide them with adequate and qualitative education in
order to make them job creators and eradicate poverty
(Sekenu, 2004). Many countries of the world including
Nigeria have considered Technical Vocational Fducation
and Training (TVET) as relevant in equipping young
people with technical skills that would enable them
engage in productive livelihoods. However the United
Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO. 2005) section for Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) observed that TVET
programs have not led ta increased employment, despite
the obvious need for technical and vacational services.
This might be due to dearth of wage employment
oppartunities for technically trained manpower. The new
world economy requires innavation, training, reinventing
in vocational education and training that will significantly
favor the youth. Adequate practical skills could help the
youth acquire the mind set and know-how to make self-
empowerment or viable career aption (Maigida, 2013).

In Nigeria taday. the goal of making students of
technical colleges to be productive and self reliance has
not been fully achieved (0#i, 2007, Usar & Essien, 2012).
Osenim and Nwaji (2010) noted that technical institution
have been turning out graduate at all levels of educatian,
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whereas at graduation most of them lack employability
skills, wark place skills and job generation competencies.
Despite the facts that the warld has gane globalization.
technical education in Nigeria does not increase
productivity but rather is plague with inadequate of
schools industry link, new skills, standard delivery
strategies.

From the foregaing. it is well recognized that
vocational and technical education remains the key to
achieving economic  empowerment  and national
development. The researcher is in agreement with the
various opinians expressed an the potential of vocational
and technical education in equipping the learners with
practical skills necessary for  self-empowerment.
However. the extent to which this has been achieved is
not yet addressed. Therefore, this study investigates
students’ perception towards wondwork technology for
self empowerment.

Majority of Nigerian youth are idle and some
are involved in various social vices due to lack of
employment. Statistics revealed that B4 million Nigerian
youth are unemployed (Awagbenle and Iwuanmadi 20I0).
Consequently they cannot raise their socio-ecanamic
standard and therefore cannat contribute to nation
building. Youth unemployment is a menace and
constitutes danger and a threat to Nigeria's socio-
economic growth. As often said "an idle mind is the
devil's workshop" the joblessness of the Nigerian youth
today stems from their non-acquisition of
technical/practical skills. This is further aggravated the
youth negative behavior if the society as most antisocial
acts including thuggery, arm robbery, militancy. Boko-
Haramist, restiveness, ethnic-palitical clashes and social
vices in Nigeria could be traceg to the high rate of
unemployment ~ (Okafor, 70)1), Unfortunately, most
;ETETI] studies on youth unemployment have not been
elved into vocational teghp; i
I ungmpml:;:?::l{ I:ﬁ:z:it;un pragram as an

youth. This study
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: nvestigate  students’  perceptioy
ned to investigate ! ity L
s ark technology ~skills fur_ggu_,l

towards the woodwark £

gmpuwerment.

Purpose of the Study

The study assessed the perception of Niger state

technical college students’ on wuudwmtk technology for
self-empowerment. Specifically. it examm.ed: |

| Whether woodwark practical skills acquired by

technical college students are adequate for

effective  performance  towards  self-
empowerment;
Il Students’ opinion  towards  woodwork

technalogy for self-empowerment.
Il.  The extent to which student have acquired
woodwork skills for self-empowerment

Research Questions
The following research questions were raised to
quide the study '

. To what extent does wondwork practical skills
acquired by technical college students
adequate for self-empowerment?

Il What are the students' opinions  toward
woodwark technalogy for self-empowerment?

Il What are strategies employed in teaching that
lead to student self-empawerment?

METHODOLOGY

Survey research design was adopted for the
study. Accarding to Nwargu (2008) survey design is the
study of a group of people. callecting and analyzing data
from a few pegple considered to be representatives. of
the entire graup, The design was therefare appropriate
for the study since it was to solicit information from
woodwork technology students through the use of

questionnaires on woodwork technology for youth self-
Empawerment.
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The study Was conducted at Government
Technical College New-Bussa, Pandongari and Minng
- Niger State, Nigeria. Thle choice was informed by the fact
that these institutions trained students on variaus fields
in woodwork Technology, with a large population of
students and resource materials needed to carry out the
research study. The population of the study was all
woodwork  technology  students  obtained  frgm
Government Technical Callege New-Byssa Pandangari
and Minna Niger stataI comprising of ane hundred ang
two students. The Sample was made of all 102 woodwark
technology students in the woadwark Department of
Government technical calleges, New Bussa, Pandangari
and Minna, Niger State. Since the sample size was small
the entire population was used.

30-items structured questionnaire developed
from the literature reviewed was used for the data
collection. Section A had 10 items on the student
performance in practical skils acquired in woadwark
technology. Section B contained 10 items informatian on
" students” apinion towards woadwark technolagy for self-
empowerment. While section C also contain 10 items
information on strategies emplaoyed by the instructor in
his teaching. The questionnaire was designed five paint
response scales of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (),
Undecided (L), Disagreed (D) and Strangly Disagreed
(SD). The instrument was face validated by 4 experts
from the departmenf of Industrial and Technology
Education, Federal University of Technology, Minna,
Nigeria, to structure and arrange the items. A corrected
version reflecting the experts’ advice was used to draft
the final capy of the questionnaire. A pilat testing of the
questionnaire was carried out with fifty respondents
(woodwark students) of Government Technical College
Bida, Niger State., Nigeria. Cronbach Alpha Formula was
used to determine reliability coefficient of the
instrument. A reliability coefficient of 0.87 was obtained.
‘The majority of individuals correctly reported

ISSN: 2277-0011

Cronbach's alpha as the measure of internal consistency
with efficient reliability (Bliem & Gliem, 2003). The data
collected for this study is from a self-administered
structured questionnaire conducted by the researcher
during the lecture classes of woodwork at Government
Technical College, New Bussa, Pandongari and Minna,
Niger State. One hundred and two (102) copies of the
questionnaire were administered on the respondents
and retrieved with 100% return rate.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The data collected was analyzed using mean
and standard deviation. The mean value at 2.50 and
above is regarded as agree while mean below 2.50
isregarded as disagree. The Data was computed

usingstatistical package for social sciences (SPSS
version22.0).

. M.
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-empawerment?
hat extent does woodwork adequate for self-empo
an one: W

Ouesti
Research by technical school students

practical skils acquired

ical ski i dwaork students
iati t on practical skills acquired by woo
Table |: Means and standard deviation of the respandent on p Mean  Standard dEiSi\un\
§/No ltems u sy |
I Practical skills acquired by woodwark students during the course of 3.3 0.48 Aqree

training enable them to produce some household furniture

2 Practical skills acquired by woadwark students during the course of 3.69 0.48 Agree_
training enable them to repair some spailt furniture

3 Practical skills acquired by woodwork students during the course of 3.46 0.52 Agree |
training enable them to understand and interpret the aspects of
woodwark in building plans

4 Practical skils acquired by woodwork students during the course of 3.3 (.44 Agree
training enable woodwork students to understand and follow safety
precautions guiding the profession

] Practical skills acquired by woodwork students during the course of 3.62 0.al Agree
training enable them to work and share ideas with other colleagues in
the profession

B Practical skills acquired by woodwork students during the course of  3.54 0.32 Agree [
training enable them to make use of modern machines

7 Practical skills acquired by woodwork students during the course of  2.77 0.83 Agree

training enable them to handle sophisticated equipment during
practical work.

8 Practical skills acquired by woodwork students during the course of 3,87 0.5l Agree
training enable them to dismantle and assemble some components of
furniture wark.

g Practical skills acquired by woodwork students broaden their 3.77 0.44 A
knowledge and understanding in handling practical issues . Q"EB

{1 Practical gkills acquired by woodwork students during the course of 385 0.38 A
training enable improve the general performance in  woodwark | '. QFEE
technalogy profession, |

The results from table | shows th | ; '

mean value greater than 2.5 cut-uf; paginttl?elltzeen::shualf EEHF‘PFBEF'CGI . Wy ek i, e

dilosed the respodans agu i i 1T aining will enable them to perfarm better in profession

implies that students in technical colle in future.

ge agreed
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Research uestian tw?: What are the stydents’ opinions empowerment?
toward - woodwark technalogy  for enhancing  self-

Table 2: Me i iat
ans and standard deviation of the responses on students' opinions towards woadwork technalagy for self-

empowerment. .
S/No ltems | Mean Standard Decision
5 (X) Deviation
_' L Students undergaing woadwark technolagy training will have 3.49 0.71 Agree

more job opportunitieg and better payment.

12 Has.e.d '3'.1 practical skills acquired during the course of 3.4l 0.7 Agree
training, ! preferred to engage in woodwark technology for
self-EmeWerment,

13 Woodwork technology has & brighter futwre for se 33 078 Agree
empawerment of Nigerian youths

14 Woodwark technalogy prepares me for job after schoal 3.32 0.92 Agree

13 Woodwark technalagy provided adequate skils for self- 3,38 0.78 Agree
empowerment. :

16 Woodwark technology courses teaches me skills needed by 3.45 071 Agree
woad workers in world of wark

17 - The woadwark technalogy prepares to have my shops, tools 3,44 062 Agree
and equipment far self employment after schol

18 The prajects and assignments during the course of study  3.44 071 Agree
prepared me for future challenges

19 My interest in woodwark technology has increased since | 3.48 0.62 Agree

_ have beenin the course

20 Many Nigerians have made a lot of fortunes from woodwork 3,38 070 Agree

technology profession.
Table 2 shows that all the items had mean woodwork technology will enable them to be self-

value greater than 3.0 cut-off paint. The result disclosed empowered after schooling.

that respondent agreed with items [0-20. This implies

that students of technical college perceived that Research Question three: To what extent do students

acquire skills for self-empowerment through woodwork?

d, B. M. Copyright © 2015 JOSTE. All Rights Reserved (www.atbuftejoste.com)
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Table 2- Means and standard deviation of the respanses on students’ acquisitian of Isk'i_lls_-f.ur 32”4an.ﬂwel‘f.ﬂ?ﬂt't.}_l‘f‘r.ﬂu_gh_:-
il ' Mean Standard =~ _[lt?mi".si_l;fwfﬁ’h~
S/No Items s - acisin
o - S (0 Daviadion - . w00
21 There was adequate provision of time for practicals in the - 325 DE? R Agree_—_-“"
warkshaop. : :
22 A qualified |aboratary technalogist handles the teaching of 3.1l 0.57 Agree
practicals. |
73 The interest and commitment of our instructar in teaching 3.26 0.6! Agree
greatly enhanced our understanding of the subject. '
2% | acquired enough practical knowledge through the qualify 3.2 0.a8 Agree
instructor handling the teaching of woodwark
25 Our school central workshop was well equipped to enhance  3.I7 06 Agree
the practical's acquisition .
28 | have personal interest in woodwork trade 3.0 0.52 Agree
27 My school made adequate provision of materials far practical.  3.02 0.54 Agree
Students are exposed to new tools and equipment in
28 woodwark 3.20 0.63 Agree
29 Students are exposed to different types of modern waodwark 3.21 0.67 Agree
materials and their characteristics :
30 Students embark on industrial trainings and workshop during AL 1.59 Agree
the halidays |
Table 3 shows that all the items had mean Danjuma, I. M. & Adamu A. Y. (2007) wha observed that
value greater than 3.0 cut-off point. The result showed vocational and technical education training such as
that respondent agreed with items 20-30. This is an furniture crafts, uphalstery and arnamental designing
indication that students of technical college are exposed are necessary trade required for youth self-
to adequate practical work that cauld enable them to be empowerment. In anather develapment, further study by
self-empowered, Ofoha (201), showed that, generally Nigerian technical
students have learnt significa;nt self-employable skills in
DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS Vocational Technical Fducation. This implies ~ that
The result obtained from table | revealed that acquisition of skills are major requirements in all facet
all items except number 7 are the factaors that of national ecanomy, therefore, the need to engage
determines the extent to which woodwark practical skills technical college students in'a befitting practical skills
acquired by technical school students are adequate for that will enable them to be job creatar rather than job
self-empowerment which is in line with Bello, M l, seekers (Galadima, 2003).

Kareem, W. B., Maaji, S. A. & Mohammed, B. M. Copyright © 2015 JOSTE. All Rights Reserved (www.atbuftejoste.com)
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Research question 2 has to do with the
opinions of students toward woadwark technology far
self-empowerment. The result obtained from table 2
revealed that all items that all items confirmed student
opinion that  wdodwork technology enhdnces self-
employment which is _|in line with the view of Maigida,
Saba & Namkere (2013) who observed that adequate
practical skills could help students acquire the mindset
and know how to make self-empawerment or viable
career options. ‘In view of these, it is ohvigus that
vacation and technical education remain 3 key to
achieving  student self-empowerment  for national
development. The researcher is in support of the various
opinion express by student as regard acquisition of skills
" in woodwark technalogy for self-empowerment

The findings from table 3 shaws that al items
are factors inﬂuenne:d students of technical callege
exposure to adequate practical work that could enable
them to be self—empuv.%_ered which is in line with Adekoya
(1388) who claimed that for the Nigerian youth to be
empowered economically they should be given the
necessary skill acquisjtinn and for this to be done the
curriculum should be effectively implemented. 0li (2000)
helieved that to ensure a positive future for Nigeria, the
youth who are believed to be the future leaders of the
country ought to be well equipped with basic skills to
drive the economy. Dmotosha, [dowu, Esere and Arewah
(2009] citing Ipaye [I988) posited that one of the
developmental tasks of the youth is to be self-
empowered, which invariably arises from the youth

becoming gainfully employed.

 CONCLUSION
The study established that practical skl

acquired by students in technical colleges is adequate
for self-empowerment as it enable them to produce
some househald furnitures, understand and interprets
the aspect of woodwork in building plans and also

enables them to handle sophisticated equipment during
practical works amang others. This implies that in arder
to encourage youth self-empowerment in Nigeria,
greater emphasis must be placed on teaching students
of technical colleges enough practical skills especially in
woodwork technology. It was also established in the
study that technical colleges students have positive
opinion as regard the acquisition of skills in woodwork
technalogy for self-empowerment based on the fact that
students undergoing woodwork technology training in
technical colleges will have more job opportunities and
better payment. As established in the research result.
students in technical colleges believed that woodwark
technology has a brighter future for self-empowerment.
The study also shows that the level of practical skill
acquired by students of technical colleges is adequate
for self-empowerment in Niger State of Nigeria.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The woodwork technology curriculum  and
practical training should be impraved upon in order to
motivate the students in studying woodwork trade, and
encourage unemployed youths to study the trade for
self-empowerment. Also, Special financial support (soft
lnan) should be given to wondwark technalogy students
after completion of their program to enable them to
establish on their own.
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