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g ABSTRACT

e societies in the economic development of rural
several challenges which hinder full participation
rmation. With this problem one may be in doubt
as to whether the objectives of the cooperative societies are achieved or not. It is the light of
this the study was conducted to analyze the benefits of participation of rural women in
cooperative societies in Shiroro area of Niger state, Nigeria. One hundred and fifty
respondents were randomly selected and interviewed in line with the objective of the study.
Descriptive statistics and inferential statistical tools were used for data analysis. The findings
indicate that younger people (58. 7%) within the age range of 21-40 years participate more in
tive societies in the study area and have taken combination of farming and trading
ation. The study revealed that majority of the respondents
ties (76.79%) and acquisition of credit facilities ( 68.0%)
bers participating in cooperative societies in the study
area. The findings of the study alsorevealed that major problems encoun tered by respondents
participating in cooperative societies In the study area include bad leadership style (69.33%),
inadequate working capital (6533%) and inadequate benefit accrued to participating
members. The results of analysis of variance (ANOVA) that was used test the formulated
hypothesis revealed that there is no significant relationship between selected socio-economic
(age, educational level and household) characteristics and benefits derived by respondents
participating in cooperative societies in the study area. Women should be given more access
to education, especially by going beyond secondary school level. The government and non-
governmental organization should create more avenues for cooperative societies to access

funds either inform of grants or loans to hoost the cooperative activities.

Despite the significant role of cooperativ
areas, many cooperative societies still face
of individuals and enjoy the benefits of its fo
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Total 150 100

Primary occupation

Farming 45 30.0
Farming & trading 86 578
Civil servant 19 127
Total 150 100

Source: Field survey, 2011.

The result in Table 2 shows that majority of the respondents (76.7%) belongs to
marketing cooperative societies and it's the cooperative society that has the highest level of
participgtion. Other major cooperative societies participated by respondents include
Processing cooperative (58.0%), multipurpose cooperative (45.4%) and fisher/women
cooperative (44.0%) societies. The higher level of participation of women in these
cooperative societies may be explained by the risky nature of their occupation that made it
imperative for them to join cooperative societies to avert risk or fall back to the

cooperative societies in the case of eventuality.

Table2: Distribution of Respondents According to Types of Cooperative Society they
belong to (n=150)

Types of Cooperative Frequency* Percentage
: Society <
- Farmers cooperative 56 37.3
Consumers cooperative 18 1192,

Marketing cooperative 18115 76.7

Processing cooperative 87 58.0

Multipurpose cooperative 68 45.4

Fisher/women cooperative 66 440

Thrift and credit cooperative 24 16.0

Source: Field survey, 2011

*Multiple responses
Cooperative societies have proved to be an important instrument of social
ds of the people in all spheres of development especially in

transformation to meet the nee
hich individual members take loans, generate returns that

the generation of funds from w
could be shared as dividends to members periodically, transfer technical knowledge about

the major commodities to groups of farmers, provide ready markets for members produce,
provide available retail goods for the consumption of the members, etc. (Akinwumnmi
(2006); Asaouly, (2004). The result in Table 3 revealed that close to three quarter of the
respondents (68.0%) benefited from the cooperative societies through acquisition of credit
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Table 4: Problems encountered by respondents Participating in Cooperative
Societies (n=150)

Problems of participation Frequency Percentage* Rank
Complicated  administrative 70 46.67 4th
procedures

Corruption and embezzlement 66 44 bt

by cooperative leaders

Unwillingness of cooperative 53 35.33 6t
to assist

Discriminative  attitude of 53 35839 6th
cooperative officials

Inadequate benefit 80 58588 ' 3rd
Bad leadership style 104 69.33 st
Inadequate working capital 98 65.33 2nd

Source: Field survey, 2011
*Multiple responses

Testing of the Hypothesis

H,: There is no significant relationship between some selected socio-economic
characteristics (age, educational level and household size) and the number of benefits
derived by participants in cooperative societies. The result in Table 5 revealed that F-calc.
of 1.66, 1.818 and 1.717 at 0.05 level of significance are less than the estimated F-tab of
(5.13, P = 0.05) of all the selected variables. Hence, there is no significant relationship
between the socio-economic characteristics and the number of benefits derived by
respondents participating in cooperative societies. This implies that age, educational level
and household size of participants did not significantly influence the number of benefits
enjoyed by respondents participating in cooperative societies in the study area. Therefore,
other things being equal, the young and the old, literate and none-literate, small and large
household size that participate in cooperative societies are likely to enjoy equal benefits

from the cooperative societies.
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B e
:Mr:I:bﬂtl;zl;ll};’itgigi 1an cooperative soci.et.ies ‘in the study area. The most severe
B de had ]eadtersi\]_respondgnts participating .in cooperative societies in the study
B aricoating mlp ityle, inadequate working capital and inadequate benefit
B b beteo 5}8 enll ers. The.study alsg revealed that there is no significant
B i ived Ly s OHSG ected socio-economic characteristics and the number of
ke giverl:mo ents participating in coopera.tive societies in the study area.
o T oo ret access to education, especially by going beyond secondary
B o oot Soct?nt. and non-governme'ntal Qrganization should create more
. A leties to access funds either inform of grants or loans to boost

eoop ve activities. Administrative mechanism should be set not only to check the
activities of cooperative societies but also to ensure that embezzlement of cooperative
funds arg Contr.olled and people of questionable characters are not allowed to lead the
cooperative societies in the study area.
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