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Literature Review

Several st}ldies .have been done on opl}ne databases in the areas of awareness, access,
usage, orientations, releyanoe, training and preference, and evaluation amongsi
others. It 1s foqu in the l1terature that t.here is sometimes a gap between awareness
and usage of digital resources. Either clienteles are aware of the online resources and
utilize them, users are aware and do not utilize them, or users are unaware of them
and along these lines do not utilize them. Studies by Nisha & Ali, (2013), Chirra &
Madhusudhan, (2009), and Atakan ef al, (2008) all found that clienteles were awarc
of and used the online databases available to them. For example, Chirra &
Madhusudhan (2009) in a survey on usc of online database by doctoral rescarch
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the online database of the Consortium and accessed them. Studies by Okello-Obura
(2010), Ercegovac (2009) and Manda (2006), in their study found that respondents
were not aware of the vast majority of the online database provided for them in thelr
respective institutions and in this way influenced their utilization. (first).
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Results And Discussion

A total of 260 copies of questionnaire were distributed to schools in Feger
University of Technology, Minna. A total of 182 (70%) copies were properly filled
andreturned and used for the analysis.

Table 1: Awareness of online Databases

Online Database Yes No
Freguency Percentage Frequency Percentage
Cell press 47 26.0 135 74.0
Ebscohost 163 90.0 19 10.0
HINARI 159 87.0 23 13.0
OARE 41 23.0 141 78.0
Science direct 153 84.0 29 16.0
Scopus 158 7. 2 13.0
of 7.0 24 :
TEEAL 92 51.0 90 50.0
e —— ) B e ] e
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reduce the tendency for plagiarism and blind copy this may probqbi(}rg l; wiputis o
online database does not check plagiarized or copy level of a \\tol-ll I . lecause lh-c
restrict or reduce author from copying. ST Eioes. 8

Table 5: Challenges in using the online databases
Remark )

T Statement

Mecan Decision
T Poor or crratic power supply poscs an 3.8 Agreed
obstacle to use of online databases
Acute shortage in availability of 3:2 Agreed
personal computers has ncgative cttect
on the use of online databases
2.0 Disagreed

Inadequate 1CT skills by me is a major

challenge in accessing onlinc databascs
Agreed

Password restricts me from using onlinc 3.0
databases
Slow ncetwork is a major challenge in 2.6 Agreed
using the online databases
The interface of the online databasces arc 1.2 Disagreed
not user fricndly

1.2 Disagreed

The library does not provide orientation
on the use of the databases -

37 ¢ eteenolv agreed that Poor or erratic



\damu Baba Musa, Dt Jibril Attahiru Alhassan and Confidence Nne
Ad aAlked | '

setwork is amajor challenge inusing the online databases,
| ¢ NS o : < e - ’ . . )
It was disagreed that inadequate ICT skills by them is not Mmajor cha

A o . . " <1, o Lo C
the online database. interface of online databases is not user frieng]y, i “Nge In

provide oricntation on how to use databases. This could imply that i fan
: ley

skills required inaccessing and retrieving online database, the imerface \ ha\'e Ith
database 1s also sociable and library does provide the necessary Orieng q e OHI‘CT
) ‘ o -\ . . . . N _ e
need inutilizing the online databases. hey mj:?f
£ Ay
Conclusion

This study was undertaken in order to see how well the online databy

Uni\'crsil:\' of Technology, Minna Library are being used by lecturers aSCs : ede

idea of how to improve awareness and usage. and also to feel the im];flclzd to v aal
activities, research output and community SL‘I'\'iL‘CZlS\\'C”ZIS(]CIIJ\\.iththeon ach:
According to the results, there was a high degree of awarenese Of these d'challenge;
the stall there was also a positive cﬂ'cctnl'onlincduluhzuscsnntczxchinu' Stabagegy
rescarch output. However, the influence was not totally i”lprcssj\-g Th S ang
result of some challenges. The ones that featured pmmincntly includcd.c”' :

supply, slow Internet connectivity, passwords restriction ang lack (FUCPO\‘,-er
computers. Lffort should thercfore. be made by various stakehold.

‘ pchOna]
adequate awareness and effective use of line databases v u;’t”ﬁ‘ﬂsu\
adequate awareness and effective use of online datg ases by Iccturcrx in | e

University of Technology, Minna Library. ‘edery|

Recommendations
The study suggests a number of recommendations to Increase us
challenges as follows:

I. The university library management needs to encourage and SUPPOrt academ:
more importantly on the issue of use of online databases. M
2. More measures should be taken to map out some strategies on effectjy
the community through the use of online databases by academic staty
3. Awireless connection with various hot spots should be made available to faciljiae
the use of online databases anywhere on campus. Every academic staff shoylg also

OWnapersonal computer to enjoy unlimited access.

Ay - ’ ]
d:L glnd u\:al &

With

€ service 1o

References

Aina, L. O. (2004). Library and Information Science Text for Africa. Ibadan: Third
World Information S ervices Limited

Aina, R. F. (2014), awareness. accessibility and use of electronic databases among
academic staff of Babcock University business school Kiwait Chapter of
ArabianJournalof  Business and Management Review. 3 (6), 40-41.

Al N.(2013). The use of electronic resources at IIT Delhi Library: a study of search

P




formation Science
— Vol 12, 2016

(;!0"‘1 e
1 'hnimns Th(‘”“\“‘*""k‘l ibrarv 23¢6) a0y -
sk ; v ; 4
o & }\Lnllmsudl\;m. M. (2009). Use of ¢ 00
v e TR N . & P o 8 $ & cliectio
1 - SCNOIArs . I ONI( re y
(N Ik‘““”“ 1 ch lars of Goa l"m\'t‘l’f{n\v‘ indi journals by o
“'\" ;’ ‘: !:’]'s ) - //l;”(]! ‘7 /{( [4" /’I A
e KA (:00(3).l,cssnnslcarncd from analysing I
ysing library database usage d
ase usage data

SOV = .o > ~Nno

al ;,‘hmr_\-liz. Tech. 23(4). 598-609

5 (2009). Whaten ineer

n in)eerin inf(% eTing sophomores know and would like to |

eng g rmation sources and access. [ss d like to know
SS. Issues in Science and

; e .
Technolog) Librarianship. Retrieved June, 2016 from
y & ‘ www.istl org ()9-

prin /re oreed3.html

blic of Nigeria (2004). National Policy on Education. Abuja: i
. Abuja: Nigeria

arch and Development Council.

Educational Rese

Frankor, D- K., & Akussah, H. 2012. Information Use and Policy Decisi
o ) y Decision Making
by District Assembly members in Ghana Information De\'elopmehihlr::\‘

(1), 32-42.

ole of Information for Rural Development in Bangladesh: -

K. M. (2012). R
w. Information Development 28 (1), 13-21.

Hog,
Sector-wise Revie

g HG.,& Shin, J. (2012). Analysis of Agricultural
a- The Government's Role in Bridging the Digital

Jopment 28(2), 102-11 6.

s LIS postgraduate students
versity, Uganda. Collection

Moon, J., Hossain, M. D., Kan
[nformatization in Kore
Divide. Information Deve

Okello-Obura, C. (2010). Assessment of the problem

facein accessing e-resources in Makerere Uni
Building, 29(3), 98-105.

Sinh, N. H., & Nhung, H. T H. (2012). Users searching behaviour in using onlin®

databases at Vietnam 1 i 'ty, Ho Chi Minh City. Library

Management, 33 (8/9), 458~ 468.

cenpive, USE € anage
W, M. & Chen, . (2012). How gradue ™ udents perceive: U5¢ 80 FE
clectronic  resources Aslib Proceedings: New [nformation 2T SpeeT

64(6):641652.



