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Abstract f th most consistent findings in The curvilinear relationship between age and crime has bee� one O �ary 'one of the brute facts ofcriminological literature to the extent that some authors called it ex� or dequa�e necessities of life likecriminology.' Having been groomed in society that could not p�ovt �d themselves at the wrong sidesgood education, employment oppo�ties,_y�ung adults oftenttme�es on violent crimes showed thatof the law as perpetrators and somettmes v1cttms. Independent stu 
outh] marital status [e.g.inequality, low education, broken homes, unemployme�t, ag� [e.gfartors f�r violent crime. Manyunmarried], residential areas [ e.g. slums] and indecent h�usmg umts are t to bring the desired result aspolicies and programs designed to mitigate factors for c�me a?ove,:e ye d a study was conducted. onthere appears to be rise in crime rate and convicts. Agam�t this ba_c gr�� �ogating socio- economicthe convicted prisoners in four prisons in Niger State with the �tm 
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t e • mes While using socialfactors with a view to ascertain any bearing with i�volve�ent 10 vio en en led. using multi- stagedisorganization theory as a guide, some 291 conv1ct�d pnsoners were sampt d low income couldsampling technique, from four prisons and the result. md1cates unemployme?
th

an th factors such asnot produce significant relationship .with violent cnmes unless redolent wtth O ehr t h th · · · d · · · · 1 It became clear at w a pus es you sd1sorga01zed neighbourhood an assoctatmg cnmma peers. . d d b into violent crimes remain multi-caustic. Youth Empowerment �ro�am tai�ore . tow_ar . etter
education and employment as measures to reduce their involvement m violent cnmes m Nigena, and
formation neighbourhood associations to provide social capital for the youths are suggested. 
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Introduction The curvilinear relationship between age andcrime has been one of the most consistent findingsin criminological literature to the extent that someauthors called it extra ordinary, 'one of the brutefacts of criminology' (Hirschi and Gottfredson,1983 p.552) and 'r es i l ient  empir icalregularity'(BrameandPiquero, 2003, p. 107). Thecentral ideas on this age- crime relation was thatas individuals begin to grow up, involvement inanti social activities such as delinquency start andincrease with age before such delinquent actswane again for more acceptable social activities.Put differently, Bouffard argues that in aggregatestudies, the ag�rime curve is unimodal, with
official crime rates rising in adolescence to a peakin the late teenage years and then decliningrapidly through adulthood (Bouffard, 2009 p. 28). Some authors were so overwhelmed by the

consistency of age-crime curve, because of littledisagreement in the literature, to the point ofemphasizing that age-crime curve invariant overtime, space and s ocial-cultural factors(Hirschiand Gottfredson, 1983). What might haveinformed the conclusion has to do with maturityand understanding implications of criminalactions? Advancement in age makes individuals
to weigh involvement in delinquency or crimeand attendant consequences, especially whenthere is probability of reduction in the benefit ofcrim� . and an increased cost of punishmentcond1nonal upon being caught (Oliver, 2002)However, our focus on this paper is not crime andage curve per se, the focus is on the youths whoha�ns to be not _only on the right side of age butrema�ed energetic for the positive developmentof soc1�ty, when such energy is channeled intoproductive ventures. It is the youth whose age
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