Generated by CamScanner



A N P A DL LGt WT

2017 Conference of Niger State Chapter of Nigerian Library Association (NLA)

In 21° century the prac'tice of librarians undertaking the teaching of information skills has t
sources: one philosophlcgl and one practical. At the philosophical level, most lihréri] S' ]ha‘sl' ?VO
that information literacy 1s a part of a user's well-rounded skill set that v\’/ill h‘c] him z:;ectlfgc
, more efficient and effective in the future. At the practical level, information liferac imtrr (t "
is a self-defense mechanism. Librarian to user ratios are éo low in most oZt-ﬁécoucdlon
institutions that librarians must teach users to be information self -suffi cient a;1d ZO‘SO‘ mos:l i
classroom settings. As the environments of academic libraries have cha s

- nged, the terminolog
and definition have also changed and broadened. What started as library or%cntation grew to %};

library instruction and bibliographic instruction and finall i i i
. i ally became information lit :
(Quadri, Adetimirin and [dowu, 2014). e A

In view of the volume of information resources which is now produced and disseminated every

day, information seekers and users need to be equipped with the skills to locate. access. evaluate

and act on information received. This is the reason why information literacy sl’<ills ha\;e become

increasingly important to users. CILIP's (2012) defined information literacy as a set of abilities

that allow users of library and information resources to be acquainted with when information is
' needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the required information™.

The 21" century has been exposed to information explosion and data smog in which many users
of information face many difficulties to locate, evaluate, use, and communicate the information.
This is because there is expansion of internet services which received a lot of information that is
not evaluated, unlike printed sources. Hence, the authenticity, validity, and reliability of such
information is in doubt. These are the major reasons why information users need information
literacy programme.

Statement of the problem

The search for information is increasingly becoming important, particularly for academic and
research purposes. At the same time, the ability to sift through the quite number of information /
available in libraries and online to find reliable and accurate data is becoming more important
every day. The researchers observed that many academic staff have no or little information
literacy skills that deprived them the ability to exploit the benefits of electronic resources in their
academic work. The need for this study was prompted after discovering that most academic staff
were unable to find relevant and current materials for their studies, teaching and seminar papers
despite the fact that Federal College of Education Kano Library provides large quantity of #
electronic resources. Secondly, it was assumed that academic staff in colleges of education :
should be knowledgeable and comfortable with electronic resource usage. But unfortunately

many of the academic staff in these institutions lack adequate skills for utilising electronic
resources.

=

An academic library will be achieving its set objectives if the available electronic resources are
effectively utilised by the target users. The use of electronic resources will be more cffective if
the users are adequately and technologically skilled. Information literacy skill is a good
determinant of effective use of electronic information resources. Though many studies have been
carried out on information literacy skills in relation to the use of information resources 1n
libraries. It was discovered that no research have been carried out on Federal College of
Education Kano with respect to information literacy. Thus, this study plans to investigate the
information literacy skills and use of electronic information resources among academic staff in

federal college of education, Kano State, Nigeria.

Objectives of the study F id -
The main objective of the study is to examine the level of electronic information resources use

among academic staff of Federal College of Education Library, Kano, Nigeria. The specific
objectives are to: :
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Quadri, Adetimirin and Idowu (201 4)
were the findings show that the chaI’I
library information is poor internet ¢
databases. Singh (2009) stressed tl
capability to use library and e-librar

conducted aresearch in some selected university libraries,
Cngesiched by information users in using library and e-
onnectivity and inability to access the available electronic
nat the level of education has the greatest influence on the
y information resources effectively.

Users of information deserves to be taken into co ni 1 : ;

E chrding 1 anler & Gorman (201 S userﬁ alrzapce the type ofquormathn they access,
access and use 1pfonnat1911, not minding thg source oer: :Eeaa]:;tllzgttioci%}e/tc:p {l?: Tf%?&gggnvi?fclldf
such :‘electronlc information may lead in disseminating wrong information, Zaid (2008) believed
that “the magnitude of materials passed on the web each day prcseﬁts an unprecedented
challenge to Fhe proqus1§)’n In terms of traditional responsibility to organize, provide access to
and preserve information”. This also became a serious challenge to the in forr;nz;tion users.

Othf:r ghallenges as observed by Lyndon and Hale(2014) are that users often have difficulty
navigating result pages and accessing full text due to the use of e-library specific terminology and
icoqs (as compared tO. the more recognizable language and icons used on free Web search
gngmes) and on occasion may miss certain essential features completely due the unfamiliar
jargon.

Methodology

The study employed descriptive survey research design. The target population of the study was
the entire academic staff (Lecturers) of Federal College of Education, Kano which stands as 403.
A sample size of 200 was selected using stratified random sampling technique. Check list and
questionnaire was the instrument used to collect data. The questionnaire was administered
personally by the researchers after it was validated. 182copies of the questionnaire were duly
completed, returned and found fit for analysis. The analysis was based on the copies of
questionnaires returned only. The data collected were analysed using frequency counts and
percentages.

Findings and Discussion
Types of Electronic Information Resources Available in Federal College of Education Kano

Library.

Table 1: Information Resources available.

S/N Information Resources

Available N/Available

1. e-books /
2. e-Journals %
3.  Encyclopedia v
4.  e-Newspapers v
S, e-Magazine v 3
6 e-Theses
e CD-Rom v
8. Internet v
9. Off-line/e-resources v .
10. OPAC 3
11. Microforms e’
12. Databases >
13  egranary Rt .
14 Digital electronic information library
(DEIL) g o o A
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developed by groups

earch centres, national libraries, as well

] and those that have been digitised
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on the observat Kano. Only e-theses, OPAG:

As indicated in T able 1 and based
resources were available in Federa |
Microforms and Databases were not avail

Digital Library (2009) collaborated with the ﬁndmgsz1 Wl;ir :
resource for the diverse information needs of Fhe targeted gr gre
books, e-journals, e-newspapers, g-magazmgsetc. Some
organisations, higher education institutions, researchl

public libraries. They include contents that are born digita

2. The types of electronic information resources used. s ; is B
Respondents were asked to indicate the type of electronic information resources they use in

Federal college of education Kano library.

B m

4 Table 2: Information Resources used
4 S/N Information Resources used respondents 4
b 1. e-books = .
2 e-Journals 171 94
4 3. Encyclopedia 65 36
4. e-Newspapers 23 13
¢ 5. e-Magazine 23 13
" 6 e-Theses Nil 0
5 CD-Rom 32 18
: 8. Internet 172 95
9. Off-line/e-resources 72 40
; 10. OPAC Nil
' 11. Microforms Nil .
g 12. Databases NTI e
| 13  egranary N? 1 5
' 14  Digital electronic information lib : :
1brary 98 54

(DEIL)

==

From the Table 2 above, the data sh 1

ble , owed that i
resources _whlch includes e-books, e- journals, ilﬁte:gtoa?g d(')f
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the respondents used electronic
gital electronic information library

- _
—~
(o8]
2
S
—
o
(O8]
e
=
-
5
v\/
o)
|95}
~~
—
(U]
=
B
>~
~J
(38
~
(O8]
=
>
~
o
(5]
NS
—
—
=
>~

respondents that e-theses, OPAC, Micro forms, Datab

to the fact that, they are not available inlibrary or not functionj
ning,

web resources, on-line d
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Table 3: Effect of information literacy skills

S/N___ Effect of information literacy skills Respondents Percentages

0
0

1 Enhance academic achievement as well as future job market 182 100
access ‘

2) Awareness of new information environment for academic 182 100
achievement

3 Clear understand of the network resources of information 1|53/ 84

and representations of knowledge embodied in the network
library and information environment

Asshownin Table 3 above, the respondents indicated that, information literacy skills have effect
especially by enhancing academic achievement as well as future job market access and
awareness of new information environment for academic achievement with 182
(100%)respondents each. 152 (84%) respondents indicated that the information literacy skills
have effect on Clear understand of the network resources of information and representations of
knowledge embodied in the network library and information environment.

4. As an academician who has undergone an information literacy course, does the information
literacy affect/benefits you on the use of electronic information resources in the following ways?

Table 4: effect/benefits of information literacy skills

S/mo Statement Respondents Percentage %

1 Ability to recognise a need for information 170 94
Ability to determine the extent of information needed 170 94
for a task at hand

3 Ability to access information efficiently and critically 162 89
evaluate the information and its sources

4 Ability to classify, store, manipulate and redraft the 98 54
information collected or generated

5 Ability to use the information effectively to learn and 141 78
create new knowledge

6 Ability to incorporate selected information in your 129 g
knowledge base

7 Ability to solve problems and make decisions 170 94

8 Ability to use information and knowledge for the 123 68
participative citizenship and social responsibility

9 Ability to become an independent learner and lifelong 170 94
learning : s

As shown in Table 4, it is obvious that the benefits derived from information literacy course by
the respondents includes ability to recognise a need for information, ability to determine the
extent of information needed for a task at hand, ability to solve problems and make decisions and
ability to become an independent learner and lifelong learning has equal number of respondents
of 170 (94%) each. Respondents also indicated that ability to access information efficiently and
critically evaluate the information and it sources are 162 (89%), ability to use the information
effectively to learn and create new knowledge are 141 (78%), ability to incorporate selected
information in their knowledge base are 129 (71%), ability to use information and knowledge
for the participative citizenship and social responsibility are 123 (68%) and the lowest
respondents are those that indicated the ability to classify, store, manipulate and redraft the
information collected or generated with 98 (54%)respondents.
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4. The library management of Federal College of Education Kano should provide any
medium through which the users would be aware of existing electronic information
resources available as well as the new arrival. This is because it is only when they are
aware that the electronic information resources can be used effectively. This can be
done through public relation officer,

; 5. The librgry management of the college should organised training and re-training of the

‘ gcademx; staff for them to acquire skills and technical knowhow on the use of electronic
mformgtlon resources. Also, there is need to assign qualified staff who are really willing
to provide effective services and attend to the users' request whenever the need arises.

6. The l?brary management of Federal College of Education Kano should try as much as
possible to provide sufficient and up to date electronic resources for maximum use. This
will no doubt increase academic performance in the college as a whole.

Dt
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