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Area (in Sq. miles) Population
27.00 952,743

27.00 3,538,000

27.00 2,788,736

27.00 3,022,936

27.00 3,063,594
27.00 5,685,781

E Federal Office of Statistics, Lagos Office (2000).

pATA PRESENTATION

with regard to data a.maly-sis., both descriptive and empirical statistical
~ methods were used in this mvestigation. Firstly, simple percentages,
-~ gnaphic illustrations, and tabulations, were used for the work.
~ gecondly, the use of Z-score becomes relevant and was used to provide
an addition and straight forward description of data as in the case of the
~ gpatial.and proportional distribution of criminal activities in the
~ celected LGAs within Lagos metropolis (see the Appendix).

In metropolitan Lagos, there existed a clear intra-urban
yariation in the distribution of criminal incidences as provided in tables
5 and 6. This spatial pattern shows the difference between crime
occurrence rates and affected residence rates. When respondents were
ked the number of times they had been either victims of crime

mmitted or witnessed to crime commitment, all of them narrated
eir ordeal accordingly (see table 7).

able 3. Category of Crime and Offences in Lagos State-South-
tern Nigeria

ime Against Crime Against Crime Against | Crime Against
Property Lawful Local
(CAPty) Authority(CALA) | Acts (CALact)
Armed Robbery Forgery of Traffic Offence
Currency Notes
Demand with Coining Liquor Offence
menace
Theft/stealing Gambling Dogs’ Act
' Offence
OUs Harm/ | Burglary Preach of Public | Narcotic
. Peace Offence
House Breaking | Perjury Firearms

129







[apai Sociological Review (LSR) Vol. 1 No 2, 2009
. b
naliVC‘h‘".n residents thq( live in the heart of the City, they form
¢ class. While urban ,mlgrants are forced to reside in th;: peri-
e,u-cas of the metropolis. C(mscqu;mly, these social divisions in
yrbal ‘stalC are exacerbated by the spatial distribution of criminals of
08 nt categories. From the results obtained through questionnz;irés
%?’dif;fiﬁstefed to ten LGA’s in the state, the following outcomes are alsc;

n Lagos State as a whole, there is a clear cut distinction
n the victims to crime commitment and witnessed to crime
B rrence. When rewongiepts were asked the number of times they
’ad been aware of being v_1c§1ms of burglary, robbery and other offence
. their areas, the least victims come from Lagos Island area. While
messed 0 crimes committed was topped by Lagos Mainland and
olowed by ITkeja .(LG'A).There 1s a correspondence of the areas of
h rate offence like in Agege,Oshodi/Isolo,Surulere (LGAs) where
hote WeTE high rate of victims as well as high rate of witnesses to

offences committed such as in Ikeja, Agege and at Lagos Mainland
fpectively. This no doubt conforms to the general observations that
enders do not travel far to commit crimes (Agbola,1997). The
racteristics of the environment where crime occurs in the study area
lude; the quality of housing and type of essential amenities usually
ilable in the areas are parts of the criteria leading to crime
sation. ' :
A close look at gross spread of violence in Lagos metropolis
s that virtually no part of the metropolis is spared without one
f offence being committed or the other. For example, a total of
8.2%) respondents were victims of crimes committed. Whereas, a
er of 142 (28%) household heads were witnessed to offences
litted in ten LGA’s within five (5) years. Ironically, this
ders a heightened fear of attack on Lagosians, with every person
long face of unpleasant ordeal resulting from urban crime in
m or the other. To corroborate this, more than half (86.8%) of
household heads have fallen a victim to at least one residential
fy, theft, assaults and so on in their respective area of residences.
; 9“1}'”13..3% of total respondents in the study area (LGA’s)
@any physical attack from the criminals.
an crime in (he study area manifests in a number qf ways
at"i,CQmmon perpetration, occurs at home accounting for
able 7). A large proportion of victims-37.4% were merely
 the way and attacked. While a large proportion of attacks
Were committed at the victims’ homes.
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