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Introduction

Africa remains the most underdeveloped among
the comity of continents across the world. It con-
tains over 70% of the least developed countries
(LDCs) in the world. Sadly, the African continent
largely depends on aids, with most countries in
Africa still running as mono-product economies,
and a larger percentage affected by corruption,
ethnoreligious conflicts, and civil wars (Akanji
2009; Omobowale 2015). To further indicate the

criticality of this situation, out of the 47 countries
that make up the global list of least developed
countries, 33 of them are found on the African
continent. All of Africa’s 33 least developed coun-
tries are in Sub-Saharan Africa, indicating the
precarious nature of the subcontinent as shown
in Table 1 below. Further, several reports that are
based on empirical data suggest that inadequate
access to basic livelihood needs, such as shelter,
health, education, food, water, and transportation,
compounds the precarious context of underdevel-
opment in Sub-Saharan Africa (United Nations
Development Programme 2016).

Most of the least developed countries in Africa
are in West and East Africa, with the former
having a total of 12 countries represented on the
list and the latter 11 countries. Although the num-
ber of countries profiled as LDCs in Central and
Southern Africa (except for South Africa) are
lower, this does not necessarily suggest that they
are more developed than the West and East Afri-
can regions. Historical literature on the continent
suggests that the geographic arrangements which
resulted from the colonial and post-colonial delin-
eation of the Western and Eastern regions of
Africa may be partially responsible for more
countries being represented in these territories.

Over the years, African leaders have tried to
tackle this developmental challenge, which is one
of the most wicked problems that the continent
has been unanimously experiencing for the past
five decades. For instance, there are records of
several attempts made at integrating countries on
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the continents through specific indices and fac-
tors. The African Union (formerly Organisation of
African Unity [OAU]) and the Eight Regional
Blocs were formed based on treaties to promote
unity, trust, and interdependency among African
countries. The eight regional blocs include: the
Arab Maghreb Union (AMU); the Community
of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD); Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA); East African Community (EAC);
the Economic Community of Central African
States (ECCAS); the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS); the Intergovern-
mental Authority on Development (IGAD); and
the Southern African Development Community
(SADC) (Economic Commission for Africa,
2018). This chapter conducts a critical review of
the literature on least developed nations in Africa
with the sole aim of exploring the different con-
textual factors shaping their economic develop-
ment and growth. The first section introduces the
chapter and contextualizes Africa’s LDCs. The
second section presents a review of the natural
and agricultural resources; the third section exam-
ines the regional performance of LDCs in Africa;
in the fourth section, a review of international
trade in African LDCs was presented; the fifth
section discussed the role of the United Nations
and other developmental Agencies in promoting
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in
Africa’s LDCs; and finally, the conclusion which
summarizes the whole chapter.

Contextualizing Africa’s LDCs

The LDCs are the most disadvantaged countries,
the poorest in socioeconomic development with
the lowest human development index. They are
Low-income countries, Small Island developing
States, Land-locked Developing Countries,
Low-Income countries under stress, Highly
Indebted Poor Countries, and Cotonou Conven-
tion. Some fell into these categories due to their
structural obstacles, geographical locations, eco-
nomic vulnerability from trade and natural
shocks, poor governance, and so on.

Natural and Agricultural Resources
in Africa’s LDCs

Despite its state of underdevelopment,
sub-Saharan Africa houses vast deposits of natu-
ral and agricultural resources which contribute
immensely to the development of the global econ-
omy. For instance, in Table 2 below, there are
indications that the world’s major mineral and
agricultural resources originates from LDCs in
Africa. Specifically, the largest deposit of cobalt
in the world is in the Democratic Republic of
Congo; Niger is a major supplier of uranium;
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, and Sierra Leone have
some of the largest deposits of Bauxite; and
Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
and Sierra Leone are major suppliers of diamonds
(Huff 2007; Mining Africa 2017).

Virtually all the LDCs in Table 2 above have
large deposits or are major producers of the

Least Developed Countries in Africa, Table 1 Least developed countries in Africa

Region Countries

1 Central
Africa

Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sao Tome and Principe

2 East Africa Burundi, Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania,
Uganda

3 West Africa Benin, Burkina Faso, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Togo

4 Southern
Africa

Angola, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia

Sources: World Bank (2018), UNCTAD (2018)
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resources that are indicated besides them. Several
scholarly write-ups have suggested in time past
that it is the rich mineral deposits in Africa that are
indirectly responsible for its underdevelopment
(see, for example, Huff 2007; Schlesinger et al.
2015; Ebeke and Etoundi 2017). However, it is
important to note that some of these conclusions
are drawn from mere anecdotal reports, thus
suggesting that colonialism and neo-colonialism
critiques have not been able to fully explain the
fundamental reasons for Africa’s underdevelop-
ment. Though, some scholarly work on the conti-
nent suggests the following:

• Africa’s rich deposits of natural resources are
the causes of predatory local politics, corrup-
tion and conflicts that have adversely affected
the development of the LDCs (Venables 2016;
Akintunde and Omobowale 2018).

• Civil wars and conflicts in Angola, Sierra
Leone, Liberia, South Sudan, and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo are linked to access
and exploitation of the natural resources in

those countries (Berman et al. 2017; Seter
et al. 2018).

• Government officials and high-ranking mili-
tary officers corruptly enrich themselves and
their cronies through nontransparent mining
licenses and contracts while the larger public
remains poor.

Overall, the abundant natural and agricultural
resources in Africa’s LDCs have not significantly
contributed to the Human Development Index
(HDI) in the continent but somehow seem to be
critical to the development of advanced econo-
mies and most recently Asia.

Regional Performance Review of Least
Developed Countries in Africa

Out of the 33 least developed countries listed
above, 15 of them have been on the list from the
onset since 1971, while South Sudan is the latest
entrant into the list after being included in 2012

Least Developed Countries in Africa, Table 2 The major mineral and agricultural resources in Africa’s LDCs

Resource Countries

1 Bauxite Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Madagascar, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Zambia

2 Cobalt Democratic Republic of the Congo

3 Cocoa Togo

4 Copper Angola, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Mauritania, Somalia,
South Sudan, Uganda

5 Cotton Malawi, Togo

6 Crude Oil Angola, Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Mauritania,
South Sudan, Sudan, Zambia

7 Diamond Angola, Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guinea, Lesotho, Sierra
Leone, Tanzania

8 Gold Burkina Faso, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, South Sudan, Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia

9 Iron Ore Angola, Liberia, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan,

10 Limestone Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, Guinea-Bissau, Malawi, Togo, Uganda

11 Manganese Benin, Burkina Faso

12 Natural
Gas

Eritrea, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Somalia, Tanzania, Zambia

13 Salt Djibouti, Somalia, Uganda

14 Silver South Sudan, Sudan, Zambia

15 Timber The Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia

16 Uranium Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Mali, Niger, Somalia, Tanzania Zambia
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(UN 2018). It is however important to note that
two African countries have graduated from the
category of LDCs in the past after meeting the
minimum criteria. The countries are Botswana
(1994) and Cape Verde (2007), while Angola,
Djibouti, and Guinea are projected to graduate
over the next couple of years. To qualify for
graduation from the LDCs category, a country
must have met certain requirements, which are
broadly grouped into three main groups known
as Per capita GNI, Economic Vulnerability Index
(EVI), and Human Assets Index (HAI). There is a
triennial review of the performances of the differ-
ent LDCs by the Committee for Development
Policy of the United Nations to see which has
met the threshold set for that year. Usually, for a
country to be deemed eligible, it must have met
two of the three requirements above or met the
income-only threshold set for that year. In addi-
tion, such a country must have repeated this feat
during two triennial review cycles to earn the
recommendation of the committee. At the
moment, Angola is deemed to be ready for grad-
uation in 2021, while Sao Tome and Principe have
been recommended for graduation after fulfilling
two of the three thresholds expected, making it
one of the five countries recommended for gradu-
ation from the list of LDCs. This implies that
going forward, the number of countries from
within Africa that make up the list of LDCs may
reduce materially, which signifies the progress of
African countries in terms of the indices used in
assessing the LDCs.

As a result, this section of this chapter under-
takes a review of the progress made by the
remaining 31 African countries toward graduation
from the LDCs category. This is done using the
different indices and the thresholds set for 2015
and 2018 as a guide to the project which African
countries are likely to be recommended for grad-
uation in the nearest future. Table 3 below was
adapted from available information on Africa on
the United Nations website to aid the review of the
African countries on the list.

It is important to note that aside from Per capita
GNI, both EVI and HAI are further measured
using other indicators. For EVI, the indicators
used include population, remoteness,

merchandise export concentration, share of agri-
culture, forestry, and fishing in GDP, share of
population in low elevated coastal zones, instabil-
ity of exports of goods and services, victims of
natural disasters, and instability of agricultural
production. For HAI, the indicators include
under-five mortality rate, percentage of the popu-
lation undernourished, maternal mortality ratio,
gross secondary school enrolment ratio, and
adult literacy rate.

From the data presented above, it can be seen
that some countries such as Djibouti ($1,894),
Comoros ($1,595), Zambia ($1,561), Sudan
($1,452), South Sudan ($1,303), Lesotho
($1,296), and Mauritania ($1,230) have already
exceeded the set threshold for Per capita GNI
($1,230). This implies that once these countries
keep improving their indices for this measure,
while also ensuring that they meet up with at
least one of the other two requirements, they
might meet the requirements for recommenda-
tions to graduate from the LDC list by 2021. It is
also noteworthy that a few East African countries
have already met this requirement, while only one
West African country falls into this group. Partic-
ularly, the presence of Sudan and South Sudan
here is of interest considering that they have
been through some political instability in recent
years yet seem to be managing their economywell
enough to continue to fight for graduation, 6 years
after being listed in 2012.

As for EVI, there are just five countries that
have exceeded the set benchmark of 32 or below,
which are DR Congo (27.2), Tanzania (27.9),
Togo (28.3), Guinea (30.2), and Uganda (31.7).
In terms of the HAI, no country has been able to
meet or surpass the set benchmark of 66 and
above, which seems to be understandable as the
indicators used to measure this index hinge on
both education and health. These two areas are
increasingly becoming areas of urgent concern to
African nations especially considering the patron-
age by the continent of other countries in these
two very important sectors. Another factor
influencing this seems to be the issue of popula-
tion increase, which continuously puts a strain on
the infrastructures meant to cater to the people in
these sectors. It can be deduced from the above
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brief review of the performances of the African
countries left on the list of LDCs that a few coun-
tries seem to have the best chances of graduating
soon if they are able to maintain their current pace;
these are Djibouti, Lesotho, Senegal, Sudan, and
Zambia. This review tends to corroborate the
position of the Economic Commission for Africa,
as expressed by Mr Abdalla Hamdok when he
noted that despite the governance challenges
faced across the continent, LDCs in Africa have

made good progress over the last decade (ECA
2011).

Worthy of note is the fact that no North African
country is on the list of LDCs in Africa, while
there are 23 countries on the list from the Eastern
and West African countries. There are various
factors that could be deemed responsible for this,
but one major reason could be leadership. This is
regarded as crucial to howwell a country develops
and takes its people out of poverty. As can be seen,

Least Developed Countries in Africa, Table 3 Population and economic indices of list of least developed countries in
Africa

S/N Country Population Per Capita GNIa EVIb HAIc

1 Benin 10.9 m 882 34.3 49.8

2 Burkina Faso 18.6 m 642 38.2 42.9

3 Burundi 10.5 m 261 44.5 38.5

4 Central African Republic 4.6 m 370 33.6 17.4

5 Chad 14.5 m 921 52.4 49.4

6 Comoros 765,601 1,595 52.4 22.1

7 Dem. Rep. of Congo 78.7 m 481 27.2 41.9

8 Djibouti 942,333 1,894 36.3 58

9 Eritrea 4.9 m 862 54.7 42.9

10 Ethiopia 102.4 m 644 32.1 45.3

11 Gambia 2.0 m 449 72.2 51.8

12 Guinea 12.3 m 678 30.2 39.5

13 Guinea-Bissau 1.8 m 595 52.4 41.7

14 Lesotho 2.2 m 1,296 42 61.6

15 Liberia 4.6 m 431 53.2 37.2

16 Madagascar 24.9 m 486 37.8 54.5

17 Malawi 18 m 331 47.1 52.5

18 Mali 17.9 m 801 36.8 43.1

19 Mauritania 4.3 m 1,230 39.9 46.9

20 Mozambique 28.8 m 564 36.7 45.8

21 Niger 20.6 m 393 35.3 35.4

22 Rwanda 11.9 m 707 36.4 55

23 Senegal 15.4 m 1,004 33.4 57.1

24 Sierra Leone 7.4 m 582 51.6 27.4

25 Somalia 14.3 m 92 34.7 16.7

26 South Sudan 12.2 m 1,303 55.6 25.8

27 Sudan 39.6 m 1,452 49.2 53

28 Togo 7.6 m 555 28.3 61.8

29 Uganda 41.5 m 661 31.7 50.2

30 Tanzania 55.6 m 902 27.9 56

31 Zambia 16.6 m 1,561 40.5 58.6

2018 Triennial Review Data: Source: United Nations Website (www.un.org)
a Per Capita GNI (Gross National Income) Threshold: $1,230 or Income-only $2,460
b EVI (Economic Vulnerability Index) Threshold: 32 or below
c HAI (Human Assets Index) Threshold: 66 or above
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the countries in the North African subregion have
had fairly stable political systems before the 2010
Arab Awakening, and this seemed to have posi-
tively impacted their development, especially in
terms of their economies. Consequently, the high
number of countries from the Eastern and West
African subregions that are listed as LDCs can be
attributed to the political instability witnessed in
these parts of the continent over the past three
decades. Hence, it can be said that to quicken the
graduation of African countries across different
subregions from this list of LDCs, it would be
essential to start giving more attention to achiev-
ing political stability across the continent, as this
may enhance the development of the African con-
tinent significantly.

The role of international trade in the develop-
ment of a country is one that cannot be over-
looked, especially in terms of enhancing the
graduation process of African countries from the
LDC list. Malefane and Odhiambo (2016) have
supported this view by presenting the case of
Lesotho and how its international trade activities
have helped grow its economy. Least developed
countries benefit from international trade in
diverse ways, such as creating an outlet for their
products since their domestic markets are too
small to absorb their goods (Bosede 2010), as
well as human capacity building and technology
absorption (Haq et al. 2014). In Africa, this
becomes even more important as it helps the dif-
ferent countries engaged in it to grow their econ-
omies by increasing their foreign reserves through
international trade. As a result, it becomes perti-
nent in this chapter to review the international
trade activities and patterns of the 33 least devel-
oped African countries. However, not all 33 coun-
tries will be discussed in this section on
international trade as Angola and Sao Tome, and
Principe are already on their way to graduating
from the LDCs list. Hence, the focus is on the
31 remaining countries. This is approached by
discussing the trade relationships of these coun-
tries with regional trade blocs and independent
countries or economic unions, across the globe
that have had or is in a relationship with Africa,
such as the European Union and North America,
as well as exploring the recent entrance of China.

International Trade of African LDCs
Africa continues to partake in international trade,
though it is expected that with its abundance of
natural and human resources, it should be contrib-
uting more to global transactions. There has been
incessant fluctuations in the export merchandise
trade of African countries from $3.4 billion in
1948 to $92 billion in 1993, reaching its highest
point so far 10 years later when it hit $601 billion
in 2013, before plummeting to $396 billion in
2015, while also contributing just 7.3% and
2.4% of global merchandise export in 1948 and
2015, respectively (Verter 2017). These figures
are disheartening especially considering that the
continent is endowed with an overflowing supply
of natural resources that are expected to really
influence the continent’s role in the global mer-
chandise export. This dismal performance has
been attributed to various factors such as over-
dependence on crude oil mainly as well as mining
and other agro-related products. Others could be
not taking advantage of the various schemes that
have been negotiated by multilateral agencies to
assist developing countries transition successfully
into developed nations.

For African LDCs specifically, there have been
various schemes and waivers established by
advanced countries worldwide to aid economic
growth in LDCs, especially in supporting their
merchandise exports. Such schemes include
duty-free treatment, Regional Trade Agreements,
Generalised System of Preferences, trade prefer-
ences, the USA’s African Growth and Opportu-
nity Act (AGOA), the European Union’s
Everything But Arms (EBA) Scheme, slacking
of state of origin restrictions, and many others.
However, it is surprising that with all of these
attractive schemes, African countries do not
seem to be taking enough advantage of them to
increase their merchandise export, despite being
an important measure of EVI, which is a critical
assessment index used in the process of graduat-
ing countries from the LDC list. Furthermore,
from Table 4 below, it is evident that the revenue
from exports to the USA in 2016 and 2017 for all
the 31 LDCs in Africa combined was $4 billion,
while over $5 billion was spent by these countries
to import goods from the USA. Republic of Chad
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was the highest earner over a year in trade with the
USA, as it made almost $1 billion in 2016 and
another $543 million in 2017.

These exports were on transactions related to
mineral fuels, mineral oils, and products of their
distillation, bituminous substances, Lac, gums,
resins, and other vegetable saps and extracts. On
the other hand, Ethiopia was the highest spender
in trade transactions with the USA as it spent over
$1.5 billion and $1.2 billion on imports in 2016
and 2017, respectively. These imports were
mainly made on machinery, mechanical appli-
ances, nuclear reactors, boilers, aircraft, space-
craft, and their parts, as well as cereals. Canada
did not seem to have much trade transactions with
the 31 African LDCs in the 2 years reviewed, as
presented in Table 4 above.

Table 5 presents the value of trade transactions
with European Union countries represented by the
UK, France, and Germany in 2016 and 2017.
France did more transactions with the various
countries than the other two European countries,
a total combined import and export value of over
$2.4 billion and $5.4 billion for 2016 and 2017,
respectively. Madagascar made over $1 billion
from exports of agricultural produce and goods
such as coffee, tea, maté, and spices, articles of
apparel and clothing accessories (not knitted or
crocheted) to France; while Senegal spent over
$800 million on imports of goods such as live
animals, meat and edible meat offal, fish and
crustaceans, mollusks, and other aquatic inverte-
brates from France over the same two-year period.

Table 6 below presents the value of trade trans-
actions conducted with China between 2015 and
2017. It can be seen that the value of the trans-
actions recorded here surpasses the volume of
trade transactions between the LDCs and coun-
tries from the EU and North America, as shown in
Table 5 above. A combined total revenue of over
$25 billion was made from exports to China by
these countries, with the Democratic Republic of
Congo leading the way, as it made over $8 billion
out of the total exports from the LDCs. In terms of
imports value, the different countries spent a com-
bined total of over $47 billion to import diverse
goods from China, with Ethiopia in pole position

from spending over $15 billion on imports from
China.

It is interesting to note that for every instance,
the amount spent by the African LDCs on imports
was significantly higher than their revenue from
exports to each partner country. This indicates that
these countries may not really be taking advantage
of the various schemes available from advanced
nations and international regional blocs. As a
result, they are more import dependent for fin-
ished goods despite being the custodians of criti-
cal input raw materials for most of these finished
goods. Therefore, it has become pertinent for
African LDCs to exploit the opportunities avail-
able in the policies guiding international trade to
their advantage in order to grow their economies
substantially enough to exit the LDC list.

United Nations and Other Agencies Aids
to LDCs: Focusing on the 2030
Sustainable Development Goals

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also
referred to as “Transforming our World: the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development” or the
2030 Agenda, were developed as an expanded
alternative to the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), which ended in 2015. The SDGs
are a group of 17 global goals with 169 targets and
indicators set by the United Nations. The SDGs
cover a broad range of social and economic devel-
opment issues. These include poverty, hunger,
health, education, climate change, gender equal-
ity, water sanitation, energy, environment, and
social justice. The SDGs, unlike theMDGs frame-
work, discriminate between “developed” and
“developing” nations as the goals do not apply
to all countries equally. The SDGs received broad
support from many NGOs because it focuses on
the sources of some of the problems plaguing
developing countries, unlike the MDGs, which
were strongly criticized as only dealing with the
symptom of these problems. The MDGs were
about development, while the SDGs are focused
on sustainable development. The implementation
of the SDGs started worldwide in 2016, where
each country was charged with the responsibility
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of converting the goals into national legislation,
develop an action plan, provide budgets, and seek
for a network of partners. Poor countries, espe-
cially the LDCs, need the support of rich countries
and coordination at the international level to
enable them to implement the SDGs.

The achievement of the SDGs is neither a
unilateral effort of the UN nor a-one-cap-fit-all,
but a joint effort in collaboration with other agen-
cies referred to as the UN system informally called
the “UN Family,” which is made up of affiliated
programs, funds and specialized agencies with
their separate membership, leadership, and bud-
get. Such agencies include the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), United
Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF),
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment (UNCTAD), United Nations Environ-
mental Programme (UNEP), United Nations
Relief and Work Agency (UNRWA), UN
Women, UN-Habitat, World Bank, and the likes
which are funded by both voluntary and assessed
contributions. The SDGs are a commitment and
concern to the UN system; hence several pro-
grams are being held to see that much is achieved
before 2030. On November 10, 2016, the UN
system organized a program "Getting to the last
mile in LDC" in Istanbul. The focus was on erad-
icating poverty at the first instance, especially
among the LDCs; secondly was to achieve the
internationally agreed SDGs; and lastly, to enable
the graduation of some counties sustainably from
the LDCs category. This program attempted to
examine some of the structural, political, finan-
cial, and social drivers of inequalities and exclu-
sions confronting the poor people and places in
the globe. As part of the follow-up program,
another event was held in Istanbul in 2017,
which was centered on developing action plans
for LDCs to put SDGs at the heart of common
developing agenda as well as the commitment to
leave no one behind in the SDGs effort. The
UNCDF, the UN capital investment agency for
the LDCs, with the motto “to unlock public and
private finance for the poor,” adopted the Istanbul
Program of Action (IPoA) with its eight priority
actions to enable at least half of the LDC to

graduate by 2020. By 2017, five countries have
so far graduated from LDC status: Botswana in
1994, Cape Verde in 2007, Maldives in 2007,
Samoa in 2014 and within the SDGs period,
Equatorial Guinea in June 2017. Frantic efforts
are being made to achieve this Goal. Also, the
UNCTAD, especially in the area of poverty alle-
viation, called for quicker implementation toward
100% duty-free and quota-free access for LDC
exports to developed markets, improved monitor-
ing towards technology transfer and differential
and special treatment in the World Trade Organi-
sation’s (WTO) negotiations. The WTO plays a
great role in ensuring the SDGs accomplishment
by creating an enabling environment for the LDCs
with special emphasis on SDG-2, 3, 8, 10, 14, and
17, because trade is very significant in supporting
economic growth and development around the
world.

The United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), as a specialized organi-
zation, promotes the Inclusive and Sustainable
Industrial Development (ISID) that echoes the
SDG-9. The United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) focuses on
improving access to energy (SDG-7) in promoting
development in LDCs and evaluate the financial
and technological means to enhance energy
access. The survey revealed that 60% of the
LDCs inhabitant lacks access to energy and 40%
of businesses could not perform due to inade-
quacy of energy supply. Aside from household
needs, economic growth needs energy. Thus,
UNICTAD encourages the international commu-
nity to increase their investment in the LDCs to
access relevant technologies and strengthen their
energy capacities for absorption of technology.

Conclusion

This chapter gave a general overview of the least
developed countries in Africa with a broad expo-
sition on their strengths and weaknesses. Toward
the end of the chapter, an expanded perspective is
presented on how some of the LDCs in Africa can
be graduated from the list to a developing country
using the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals as
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the major driver of this process. However, there
have been several factors inhibiting this process,
especially since 2012 where most of the LDCs are
still fighting chronic poverty due to recent global
financial crises, which took a great toll on their
economic growth, thus affecting their chances of
graduating from an LDC status (UNCTAD 2017).
SDG is an expanded alternative to the MDGs as a
transformative agenda for 2016–2030. Each
country has the responsibility of converting the
goals into national legislation, develop an action
plan, provide budgets, and seek for network of
partners. Poor countries, especially the LDCs,
need the support of rich countries and also coor-
dination at the international level to enable them
to achieve these goals. Thirty-three out of the
47 LDCs are based in Africa, and they are the
most disadvantaged countries. These countries are
the poorest of the poor in socioeconomic devel-
opment, with the lowest human development
index despite being endowed with natural
resources. Some fell into this category due to
their structural obstacles, geographical locations,
economic vulnerability from trade and natural
shocks, and poor governance manifested in cor-
ruption and wars, compounded with the general
precarious context of underdevelopment in
Sub-Saharan Africa. The achievement of the
SDGs by LDCs on or before the stipulated
timeframe of 2030 would be a joint effort of the
United Nations as a body and its other agencies
such as UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNCTAD,
UNEP, UNRWA, UN Women, and UN-Habitat.
Other recognized international bodies such as the
World Bank would also need to be actively
involved through various programs which should
be purposively developed to tackle inclusive
financing gaps in these LDCs, especially among
their vulnerable groups. Several developmental
programs are needed to effectively tackle the
issue of poverty, especially by addressing funda-
mental social and economic gaps in African
LDCs. Equatorial Guinea graduated in June
2017, though not a 2-year activity. Currently, the
World Trade Organisation is playing a great role
by creating an enabling environment for LDCs to
enable them to achieve most items on the SDGs,
especially those that lay strong emphasis on trade

(UNDP Report 2016). In recent times, particular
attention has been paid to the following items as
stipulated in the Sustainable Development Goals
by World Trade Organisation: Zero Hunger (2);
Good Health and Well-Being (3); Decent Work
and Economic Growth (8); Reduced Inequality
(10); Life Below Water (14); and Partnerships to
achieve the Goal (17). This is because trade is
considered to be very significant in supporting
the LDCs to achieve and maintain sustainable
economic growth, social inclusion, and environ-
mental protection.
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