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Abstract 

The study investigated the use of innovative assessment techniques for student’ academic 

performance in information retrieval course. Documentary source (test scripts, quiz, and record 

of attendance, class participation as well as examination script and approved result) were used 

to collect and analyze data. Simple tabulation and percentages were used to further analyze data. 

Result showed that students performed highly in continuous assessment. While the overall 

performance of students in the examination and the course was above average. It was further 

revealed that, to help student score A grade, 28 score B Grade while C grade was obtained by 8 

students. There was no failure in the course. It was concluded that student can be self-reliant after 

graduation. The study recommended that lecturer handling related courses should explore under 

innovative techniques to access student’s academic performance. 
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Introduction  

Educational system all over the world have undergo rapid change, Nigeria is not exceptional. In 

Nigeria, there was paradigm shift from 7,5,4, to 6 3 3 4 system of education. Regardless of any of 

this system, each is characterized by innovations in teaching and assessment techniques. Today 

there is a shift from lecture method to electronic method of teaching (Use of projector, 

PowerPoint, Slide) as well as method of assessing teacher’s competence/level of instructional 

delivery; student level of understanding of teaching. 

The concept of continuous assessment to a lay man understanding is test; and the truth of the 

matter is that the definition of continuous assessment is the record of student performance from 

the beginning of teaching a particular course/subject to the end of lecture and before semester, 

terminal and/or sessional examination. 

The current innovative assessment includes but not limited to mid-term test, term paper, quiz, 

class participation, and attendance, etc. although these varies from institution and from one level 

of education to another. The need for continuous assessment of student is spelt out in the 

National policy of education (2003). There are two types of evaluation: formative evaluation and 

summative evaluation. The former in the assessment which take place un-termly or monthly 

basis while, the later takes place at the end of students’ program such as oral defense of 

project/thesis. 


















