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ABSTRACT

The study is on the development and validation of self-instructional computer based
package for teaching social studies in senior Primary Schools. The study investigated the
effect intellectual development of study habits in Senior Primary school students where
social studies were taught with and without the computer-based self-instructional
package. The students perception based on their age, level, performance, gender and
achievement was investigated and to achieve this, two hundred students were randomly
selected from four schools in Niger State. The data collected was developed by the
researcher with the aid of Alabi Social Studies Achievement Test (ASSAT).
Questionnaires which were administered and retrieved from the students are subjected to
the use of statistical tools as Means, Standard deviation, T-test, and ANOVA. The result
showed that general students 'perceptions were positive and showed no significant
difference on the basis of sex, discipline and performance. Based on these findings, it was
concluded that the use of self-instructional computer-based package would serve as a
reliable alternative to the conventional chalk and talk method of teaching.
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INTRODUCTION

The importance of Social Studies cannot be over emphasized all over the world.
The subject deals with man’s social, cconomic and political behavior at any place where
people live or have lived now or in the past (Lee, 1979:10). Social Studies have suffered a
lot of set backs in the teaching ard learning process, for example: Span of time schedule
does not give room for adequate understanding of social studies, which in turn does not
give room for teacher-student relationship for the teacher to have enough time to pay
attention to individual learning/differences in encouraging motivation of the child.

The other problem is teacher-based whereby teachers who are trained in other
subjects now teach it. However, in other to soIvF these problems and to aid teaching and
learning today it's of great importance to opt for the recent method of teaching, using
programmed instruction, simulation zmc.l games .bolh visual and audio visual materials.
These computer packages of both 21LIdI.O and‘vv:fual programmes television have been
proved to enhance a high level of !carnlpg effectiveness. Lack of adequate materials on
the part of the te: cher will be a thing of the pzlst'bccause the computer programmes on
social studies will facilitate self-paced learning. With child's the education in computer he
can learn at home without the teacher. This will make learning and teaching easier when
both teacher and students meet in the classroom. This research study endeavored to find
the way for development and validzl%ion' of scill ll]S!l‘llC(lOIlﬂl com.pulC{' based package for
teaching sclected units of social studies in senior primary schools in Niger State Nigeria.
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Significance of Study

This research study is going to act as a tool to be used to educate the teacher and
the learner on how self-instructional computer-based package will help to aid, facilitate
and motivate teaching and learning process, which will be of excellent aid in the
following areas.
i It will help to study the difference between performances of the senior primary

student in the subject taught with the computer based self-instruction

. . al package
and those taught without it.

ii. It will also aid the discovery of gender performance in the subject taught by this
computer based package.

iii. The study \Yill bring to light the factors militating against the use of this
computer-assisted-instructional package inthe senior primary school

iv. 'I'hisﬁrcscar_ch will aiq not only the Niger State Educational bodies like the ministry
of Education and its state primary Education Board (SPEB) but also the

cumculum planners to produce more useful software in social studies to enhance
the teaching and learning of the subject social studies
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Test (ASSAT) made up of fifiy ::1“ antcuon_wﬂs the Alabi Social Studies Achievement
qucstions covered the "Ollowm(} ’ “ ?}|’|C-c|}(3|00 questions based on social studies. The
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[Ticer of Social Studies in National Examination Council

NECO). The test items were correc
( o 4 cre corrected and modified on the advice, suggestions and
recommendations of the valid ; » SUBEES ;

ator i -
Zarumai Model School to test thlslslii'/\ PLof study. weas Gondiinted o 4D stidenfs of
= . § cllicacy of the research i
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The sample population of this research w

) : as made up of primary six pupils chosen
from schools situated in Minna Loc ‘ B Ok PEIALYSUS PUP

this research work was made up of 82(1)l G'Ovel:“m-cm Arlea el Nigenistate, e Camp e, 1ov
different primary schools Thelf ..prlmaly six pupils randomly selected fron".l th'e four

: . our primary schools were chosen based on the criteria that
I_hC pupils must havc? ample access to the computer system and the schools syllabus must
include computer science as a compulsory subject. Twenty pupils were randomly selected
from each school using hat-draw method. The selected pupils are made up of male and
female students.

The test instrument was administered by the rescarcher. The data used for the
resecarch work was collected by the researcher by means of the ASSAT. Thirty-five
minute lessons were taught to both experimental and control groups to ensure that the last
instrument is understood. All scripts were collected from the pupils after the expiration of
the testing period (1hr - 15min) by the researcher. The data for this study were analyzed
using the following statistical tools: means; standard deviations, t-test and ANOVA
statistics. The t-test was used to test hypotheses 1 and 2 while the ANOVA was employed
in testing hypothesis 3

FINDINGS

The results obtained agree almost with all the rescarch questions raised in the study.

(1) that is it possible to develop a self-instructional computer package, which can be
used to teach some units of social studics in primary schools at a reasonable cheap
cost? . - :

(ii) that there is no difference in the performance of students taught social studics

with the self-instructional package angi those taught without the package?

(iii) that there is no difference in the pc.rtormancc of male and female students taught
social studies with the _self-instructional package?_ ‘ _

(iv) that there is no any difference in the level ofaclnevemqﬂ of st.udents_ ofdnﬂ‘crcn‘l
age groups (9-10, 11-12, 13 and above) taught social studies with the self-
Rl -based package.

. ,mst;.uclm;;zslli::lotl::gur;ru“ of 1l§e ANOVA test of experimental group a'ccording, to

1€ eP\Cﬁpt_'on Wi h the use of Scheffe statistics. It revealed that while there is
1h_e1r ages .Wltll Jcademic achievements of pupils within the ages of 9 - 10 and
difference In “,e L o significant difference in the academic achievement of ages
ages 1132-14,dtlllflc ;Z n’l‘his shows that pupils' performance varies according to their
11 - and 15 - 17

ages.

g TENDATIONS
CONCLUSION AND m‘Cfl?ul*“Lln\sc of instructional computer-based packages have the

g yown that - e St g ‘
the S?;!dy h;\S. - roving the pcrlbrmunccs of pupils in social studies, it is not gender
capability ol mmp
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ess more interesting and effective,
s are made

g should be encourageq

and it makes teaching and learning proc :
L effect of this study the following recommendation
Computer Assisted Instruction method of learnin
mostly in the primary school level,

: - : rimary schools in ]
Government should provide computers for all the primary e

ii.
country, ers and teachers

iii. Government  should encourage computer progf?g::: subjects for use :2
develop computer instructional packages on varde > ailable 1o all primac
primary schools in the country and it should be made y
schools in Nigeria, _ S ——

iv. Where the g;ve1‘11111e|1t and schools are handicapped the pup d be
taken to a nearby computer centres for stu Ys _ Al &

V. The teachers who intend to use computer if teaching Slllouilc:eni]l?st?usctlirsnthey
plan a good lesson and prepare a good program package 10T ’

vi. The teacher should be computer-literate _ )

vii.  Both pupils and teachers, most especially mathematics {md S'Clel;gectg?:hetrs’
should be made to learn and understand how to write siump puter
programs.
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