L DO LIBRARY , ARCHIVAL |
| | AN}%)' | . / '7
L ENFORMM}@N SCIENCE JOUi%NAL

JGURNAL OF THE NIGERIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,
" BORNOSTATE CHAPTER .

 YOLUME 5;NO. 1, 2006




P DT —

TS

BORNO LIBRARY, ARCHIVALAND INFORMTION SCIENCE JOURNAL
JOURMAL OF THE NIGERIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
EDITORIAL BOARD
w5, NO.JA, 2006

" CONTENTS

. BOOK REVIEW AS AN INDISPENSABLE SELECTIGNAID FOR COLLECTION
. DEVELOPMENT iN LIBRARIES AND INFORMATION CENFRES ‘
BY SALIMATU K. GARBA . -

1

" AN ASSESSMENT OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE GRADUATES IN

NIGERIAN ESTABLISHMENTS .
BY TIIJANI ABUBAKAR, Ph.D 1 : 7

THE PROBLEMS OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. UTILIZATION FOR
GRASSROOT MOBILIZATION IN AN INDIGENOUS IGBO SOCIETY OF NIGERIA
BY EVEREST C. MADU, Ph.D o : 22

SECURITYAND CRIME CONTRCL OF LIBRARY MATERIALS IN UNIVERSITY L1-
BRARIES: A CASE STUDY OF ABUBAKAR TAFAWA BALEWA UNIV ERSITY
LIBRARY, BAUCHI. : ' ; £

' BYADAMUYUSUFABDULLAHI =~ ' el .

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE EDUCATION IN NIGERIA:
i* PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS : ¥ s
BY SAKA KATAMBA ABUBAKAR AND ABUBAKAR MOHAMMED ABDULLAHT 39

THE STATUS OF INFOR_MA’[‘ 10N COMMUNICA\TJ ONTECHNOLOGY (ICT) iN UNi-
VERSITY LIBRARIES IN WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES : :

‘BY ROSE LADE MOMMOH : : 5 45

NATIONAL LIIBRARY OF NIGERIA z%ND FROBLEMS OF DEPOSIT OBLIGATIONS: '

. AWAY FORWARD

NASSIR BELLO, Ph.D = e | : g

. MEDJA RESGURCES CENTRE AS A TOOL FOR EFFECTIVE TEACHING =
¢ BYVERONICA AMIOSION K. SADO : = cayd

ASSESSMENT OF PHYSICAL FA CiL‘l'_l"IES AND READER'S SATISFACTION: A CASE

" STUDEY OF FEDERAL UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY MINNA LIBRARY

BY G U. OYEDUM T i ! 67

: i’f\ﬁ«‘.’l‘-’l‘lME STUDENTS’ LIBRARY USE PATTERN: CﬁLLEGE OF EDUCATION

EXiADOLOR’S EXPERIENCE _
BY MATILDA E. AMADASU : : 76




The Problems of - [T Utilization

THE PROBLEMS OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY UTILIZATION FOR
GRASSROOT MOBILIZATION IN AN INDIGENOUS '
IGBO SOGCIETY O NIGERIA i
' w0 BY BVEREST C. MADU, Ph.D ;
DEPAR’I‘MEN [ OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY,
FEDRAL UNIOVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, MINNA, N[GLRIA.

Abstract . :
This study examined appropriate information policy information policy for Grassroots

~ mobilization with focus on an indigenous setting of an Igbo society of Nigeria. Specifi-

cally the paper looked at peculiar information problems that militate against the use of
information technology for inobilization and development in a traditional setting. Fhe
method of data collection was anthropologically grounded. Focus Group Discussion
(FGD) was used in this study to collect data from the people. The choice of focus
Group Discussion is because they are exceilent for obtaining information from '
predominantly illiterategcommunities. The data collected were analysed quantitatively
it has been revealed that problems such as capital, manpower, lack of exposure

- infrastructure, socio-cultural problems militate against the use of information technology

in a traditional setting '

Introdaction
The use of information technology in information has hacl a pervasive impact on the
way societies are presently organized (Madu. 7()0") such impact has greatly

- revolutionalised information delivery which in turm has impacted positively on the ways
societies are administered.

However before the advent of information technology. Africans and indeed African
socictics have had in place indigenous information systems which also help them in the
organization and sustenance of these societies. However, according to Madu (2002)

thesc African’ indigenous information systems have problems which limit their potential
for efficient and effective grass root mobilization. The identified problems according Lo
him include low level of tcc!naology, lack of beaucratic structure, limited scope and
arca of coverage, complexily in the indigenous media, which makes it difficult for the
rural development agénts to take advantage of them to mobilize the grass root.

With advance in technology the use of information technology for grass root mabilization
especially in the African societies is a welcome development as its abihly to conquer

time; distance and space cannot be ‘overemphasized.

Stafement 0# the Problem
There is no doubt that inforniation lechnolopy has come with its benefit of cﬂw{m
and cfficient information delivery

©Nigerian Library Association, Borno State Chapter, 2000
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The Problems of IT Ulilization

. ¥ o 2 | 5
}  Are you always involved in the planning and execution of rural development
- ~grammes that directly affect your life? :
Do you think that efféctive mobilization of rural people for participation in devel .
: opment programines will enhance the success of such programmes?
(¢) = What suggestion will you like Lo give rural development workers in the use of
information technology for mobilization at the grassroot? )

20
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Table 1: Characteristics of Members of the Groups

| SIZE OF THE )
GRoupl 2030 5 0 7 8

8-9 Sy T e - - = +  +- + -
10-12 el o + + o+ Sk - -
1319 - SO Sk = = = , b - = + = e
2 AGE 25500 ol
- SRR - S - == - - ! '
31-40 = i e - A B % |

41-30 ST T S - + + + -+ - 4 -
Slep R S A el g i 0
61-65 b b e - + S e B

3 OCCUPATION '

Farming FSEEETEE ol + + + 4+ + +

Teaching - + - * - ~. X o S - + + - .

Petty Trading S e e e gnobgn osR Ap - 4 +- + -

P Wine Taping - + - -~ ~ Bl aa ot or ny - S e
Hupting = .- =+ + - & + - - - = - + +
o EDUCATIDNALQUAL[HCATION

Below Primary 1+ + + +4++ &+ Tt + + + + +
Phmary 16 + + + + + o+ + + sha s
WASC - R e Ry - S + -

s = gL s i - - - 4+ -

Above WASC - -
5 LANGUAGES )

‘fgbo R L T + + o+t e

English - e oS e - e e
Others - - o o) B Z 2 b Z 5

6 NUMBER OF CHILDREN I
1-2 - s I e B + e e S

3-4 o dhs ol Rings S A + + - -+ -
5-6 e et s e e + e i o o
7-8 e Clib ke ER ik + o+ o+t
9 and Above + - = dbo gl aoF - - - o - +

KEY—+ APPLICABLE (A member of the group falls into the category)
- Not APPLICABLE (A member of the group does not fall into the category) =

Alook atthe size of the groups as shown on Table I,shows that of the fifteen gréups,th(
composition of majority of the groups reneged between 10-12 as seven groups fall it
that catergory.This is followed by groups of between 8-9 category.

N
=225




The Problems of 1T Ultilization

The category of between 13-14 members hdd three groups while only one group had as
tow as 5-7 members. This small group is not unconnected with the very young age of the
~apber as very few youths oeeupy tie position of tradition and leaders who are the

. of the study.
- the age of the members of the groups.it has also shown from fabled(2) that in most

© ¢ e groups,participants were between the age ranges 65-75.

“heage range involved in the group discussions,it appears that the more elderly
= ._.:bers were invelved in the discussions.This can be explained by the nature of the
rescarch which is focused on the culture of the people.

Elderly members of the community were secn as more resourceful because of their age
and experience and wisdom that go with it.
The other characteristic of members of the group is occupation.Tablel(3) shows the
w+iority of members of the group engage in farming as an occupation.This is closely
‘oilowed by preity trading. These days,petty trading is used to complement what they
gain from farming which is no longer as lucrative as it used to be.Ranking third in this
avder is teaching. The few udugalcd ones in the community resort to teaching in the
ary schools as grade I1 lcachels Ranking below teaching is hunting which is one of
~wditional festivals of the community.Below this ranking is palm wine taping which
ted the lowest.In the community,there are families that have it as their
anark" Further analysis of the nature of the occupation shows that more than hall

‘¢ . wembers of the group engaged in more than one occupation.

e educational background of members of the groups (Table 1(4)) shows that majority

- of them do not have formal educational at all. The fifteen groups have members that fall

into category. Those with educational leve! ranging from primary 1-6 appeared in all
the groups. The educational qualification of West African School Certificale (WASC)
was indicated by only five groups; only five of the groups have members that fall into
. ategory of those above WASC shows the low level of education Hnong members
+f the various groups.
“Inithe language used in discussion as indicated on Table i(5), Igbo language dominated.
ish language was used occasionally by some members who have problem with the
“zbo to properly explain themnselves. What the facilitator/researcher did here was
~sure that somebody in the group explained the questions to the understanding of
= ybody present. Apart from Igbo language and sometimes English fanguage, no other
iw age featured in the course of the discussion. The range of number of children by
i sers of the group is shown on Tablel (6) which show that more members of the
Zoups have total number of children in the ranges of 7-8, and 9 and above.

‘Data Pr Lsenmmma and Analysis
S Tabie 2: Par ticipantsViews on the Problems Mlli[dl!ng Against the Use of lnionnatIOn

Techinology for Development Communication
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Tabie 2: Participanis Views on the Problems Militating Against the Use of
" Information Technology for Development Communication

Problems Group
T e R I T ) R S s
j . Capital Intensive + + ++ S e SU L
2. Lack of Exposure+ + = - .7~ di el e e e | e
3. Alien . Lo el e R SRR e G + 4+
A4 Socio-Cultural  + + + S5 AL S Bl Sy S e
5. Manpower Probl+ + + 4 4 - &7 o g S R S
. Suspicion + S e e s T ek e e +
. Low Level of
T eS| o e R S B W B
3. Literacy 4 L e SRR + 4
9. Geographical 4
Isolation L e e G el + o+
10. Attitude of the
Town Crier Boues L et e g el e - -
11. Atitude of o
1.ocal Union
Leaders L e B e + +
12. Pelitical
Instability ot oAl et SRl e A + o+ +

Key: + dentified as a problem by & member in that group
- Not identified as a probiem by a member in that group

Tha respondents were asked to identily and describe the problems they encoumtered in
the use information technology for the development of communication. One of the
problems identificd by the respondents is that in formation lechnology is capital iniensive
This problem ranked highest as about 96% of the respondents indicated it. They indi
cated that it is difficult embarking a successful internet business without sulficien
capital. With this problem, it becomes very dilficult if not impossible for most sura
communitics to enjoy Lhe resources available on the internet.

‘Closely following the above problem is the issue of manpower. This ranked second a
about 91% of the respondents indicated it. They are of the opinion that there is shortag
of trained manpower in Maty devcloping countries and rural areas are worse hit. Evel

when information techmology is acquircd, without skilled manpower, the cquipmen

cantiot do much without training in the use of the equipment. It was also revealed the
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e UCl:t changes in information technologies have not helped matters as lhose who

‘ Se ~ frained before will need retaining to remain relevant. :
e | g third in the problem faced by rural dwellersin the use of information techncIogy
S h;evdntunent comununication is the problem of infrastructure. Among the infra-

. Zipment cannot be operated. In most of the rural communities, electricity supply
: .on existent. Where they exist they are epileptic. The power failure not only disrupts
the use of these information technologies, it can cause damage to the equipments.

Another problem that militates against the use of information technology for develop-
-mc-ht communication in-the mfalareasl is the socio-cultural problem. The respondents
asiked this fourth with about- 86% indicating it. Most African people especially those
© 'm rural areas are still attached to their cultures. Ini most cases, the culture of the
seople is diametrically opposed to this new idea of information dissemination called
“information technology. Moreover, they see it as an alien culture which could be an
~trument of re-colonization. The result of all these is iack of interest by many people

* yural areas in the use of the new technology.
g\:ro.)lcm of political instability ranked fifth. About 71% of the respondent indicated
They indicated that frequently changes in government bring about changes in de-
ve -ment programmes and policies.- These changes in policy affect not only the ad-
:ation but also infrastructures, some of which are very relevant for successful
implementation of a policy that supports information technology especially in the mral

- areas. "Without mfrastructure we can do nothing"

~ exposure on the part of the rural dwellers. Most of the rural dwellers reside in the

villages without interacting with their counterpatts in the urban Ares. This lack of inter-

cuiv petween them and the urban dwellers who are apparently more informed in the
3¢ of information technology is a problem.

“ls0.indicated by about 42% of the respondents is the problem of the attitude of the

" unrion leaders. In most cases the union leaders allow their personal preferences to

¢s to influence the community's allitude towards any government policy. The

118 Lhdl the union leaders are not in support of any policy, the rural dwellers follow

and vice versa.

LA ASiom

@ this study the respondents were able Lo identify seven basic problems that militate
against the use of information utilization for the grassroots mobilization. These include
:the capital intensivé nature of information technology, the problem of manpower, prob-
lem of infrastracture, socio-culture problems. Others are problem-associated with fre-
;u changes in government, probleni of lack of CXpOSUrS and the problems that imvc
su with the attitude of lnml anion leaders.

30

Another problem indicated by about 60% of the respondents is the problem ol lack of

5t lure identified, power outages ranked highest. They argue that without electricity,
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Rural development workers used in this study corroborated e opiwion of the roral
tion wechnology. Findings on them show that nonc of the

dwellers on the use of informa
any formal training in thie usc of information wechivlogy.

cural development workers has
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