R AR




i Samuel O, Salami

. he Potentials of Indige’noué Information Sources
* |, for Ruxal Development - Evarest C. Madu : :

CONTENTS - -

Study of Two Universities - Joel B. Babalola

Firtancial Planning as a Catalyst for Sustainable Family Life
Edward (. Pamuyi Cimie ‘ ; : it
8.0. Adedeji, T. Okemakinde and R. O. Bamidele

Aﬂariysis of Education and Hunian Resource Sector Performance
in Nigeria 1983 - 1998 — Philips O.. Okunola’ ‘

The Ergonomics of
Library in Nigeria - Sunday O. Popoola

The Relationship Between Literacy Education and the

" . Rehabilitation of the Blinds in Pacelli School for the Blinds, Lagos

State - M.S. Eniola and D.I. Akintayo

The Influence of Age, Class Level, and Sex-Role Stercotypes on
Career Chioice of Adolescents in Nigerian Secondary Schools .

The Contributions of 6-3-3-4 System of Education'to the Trade
C.0.0 Kolawole and 1. A. Alade .

A Causal Model of Some Psy'c‘h(')'-Soc ial 'Factom?é's-.?Determiﬁants
of Senivr Secondary Students” Attitude Towards History
Israel O. Osokoya ;

Management Information System in Educational Planning: -

E.O. Morakinyo F

' Social 4nd Political Constraints on the Management of

Secondary Education in Nigeria - A.A. Adeogun.. .

i Alpproaches to Retrospective Conversion of Cﬁtaiog’ue Records

3 \-/?ib"im"ies - Christopher O. Ola and Edward O.L. Eguavoen

N

“Providing : ‘ |
Nationalh[’rhna;ry Education Policy: An Examination of Decree 3 of .

1991 - J. A, Akinwumiju, D. | Oguli and 1. A. Adeniji,

la,
and Jonathan Osiki-

University - Autonomy in. Nigeria:fA'- Comiaaiﬁﬁve Lbngimdiual
Problems and Prospects of Financing Primary Education in Nigeria

Microcomputers' Utilization in'a University

Needs of Secondary School Leavers in Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria .

A Case Study of Selected Local Education Distiicts in Lagos State
¢ S.A Bello :

. ' Enhancing University Student Athletes’ Acadéﬁiic Achievement

a Basic Recipe for Thorough Liiplementation of the

avid O.-A:ieyérrld o

11.=19
¥ =27
29 - 46
47 - 58
59 - 70‘ z

71282

83 -91

i b3 06
107-115

197122 &

123-~134"

135 - 144

145153

155164

 Assertiveness Training and Cognitive Restructuring Programmes

. .ou the Self Concept and Attributional Behavioturs of Female

' Nigerian Adolescents Forced out of Sc-hool'b?/ -Ungiamncd
ol

- Pregnancy - Charles B. U. Uwakwe, Yinka A Fa 165 - 181 :




b R B

./

' African Journal of Edl.téa'tiOnal "Plariﬁinig and Policy Studies 2:1: 145 - lSB,'JilriejZOO i

THE POTE NTIAL% CE. INIHG}‘NOU% il‘i[*()ﬁ]‘v’ﬁﬂaiiﬂﬁ SOURCLS

- FOR RURAL ‘DEVF LOPMENT

t

Evarest C. Madu ' v

~ Department of Library, Archival and !nfmnmtmn Studies, -

University of]badan,
Nigerm

Abstraet. This study examined various sources of information in Okuku comemunity of

Imo State, Nigeria and assessed their polentialsfor rural community de vdnpmcuf The

- -methodology for this study 1s anthropological. ‘In the main, focus group discussion

(FGD) was used {o collect data for the study. This involved .a group discussion that -

- gathered people from: similar backgrounds and experience to discuss. topics; central to

thie objective of the study. The participants were purposively selected and this ensured
group dynamics. Some: of the sources of information available in the rural communities

“include local chicls, priests, parents; senior relations especially those diving in the cities,

ape-grades, local school teachers and local councilors.  The ﬁ.mdy also reveals that -
people judge the validity of the source and the message it carries by using. their

evaluation of the speaker prov1dmg the message pwplc whose. message -are usually. -~ ~
. régarded as credible are usually recognized. leaders with good character. The.study i
“recommends the u%e of sources, which are le»c‘ally familiar and rooted in the cultme (it
- the people for proving development information to the people in order to enhance

acceplability for rural development.

[ntroduutmn

Africans have traditions that hclp mn the orgammmn of fhcn socicties (Madu'

1999).  One component of African tradition, which - has helped in the

,..org,am/nl-on and- sustcnance of ils socicly is the indigenous information

that;

“system; which has an in ‘built mechanism for-uml.gcmg information.: Those .~

sources of information form the basis Tor ils acceptance or reicction:in the

villages. They assxst in dcmsmn makmg wd ronscqucm lead to indigenous - .
: nmovatlcm e IS G _

+ Gecan (1 905.‘3 /) on BBC 'wo'rld news as rél';jt_c‘d 1 Jocal .Sltélfli()ll’i_Sitﬂtt‘,d‘.'.-;'5:.

“’/'/w elders were asware that the news came from'those
who had conquered and dominated them and it wm-g
/n!encd 1. w://rc/mu c.‘rIILHHOH ' '




-‘susplclon 1S very ‘commion’ n trddltlcmal Igbo socleties wh( e almuost every o
aspect of life is governed by tradition. . Summarising the commumbj factor-in, =i 0
~mcdia news, Fredric and Kos:iq (1989) d'g,rt,cd that the ooncuptuahzalion:of tlu

. metropolitan news media: nd their location in the' social fabric sugpcsts &hat-‘:f.‘ Lt
~they affect the overall assessments that people make of the metropolitat-afeas. .

<t Thig - asqessment

This paper examined the ]evcl of acceptability and co-operation ;pcoplc‘_;' L

* . in the rural areas give to the various sources of information available td them. -

. With a well-defined indigenous information system, the traditional ;-'-'

 provides for sources of information in the communitics; - This study” :

- these sources and makes effort to evaluate each source and see what makes it . .
- aceepted to the people cspccna]ly in the dissemination of development re[;rlted e

“identifies -

information.
7

Statement of the Problem : i e
The main problem of this research is thaL much of the- mformatim pmwdcd fos :
rural development in Nigeria fail to achicve the purpose. For instance, in 1976) .
when the Federal Information Centres (FIC) an offshoot of fedelal pubhc e
cnhghtcnment centres were established in all the state capitals with the primary

aim of disseminating information, on agncuhure -health, education etc. . They '

~were also to enlighten the pcoplc on federal government activities hke cc*nsus .

élection and budgets. Available reports- by government resezuch msumte$,
national newspapers and personal observations have proved beyond reasonable

~ doubt that the huge . government investment on such media establlshmi,ms mn the" o
states has failed to yicld the desired results. This failure is bl lamed on the nature L
of the sources of information employed by government. -In view of the fact that .
the traditional African societies arc more culture bound than- the urban areas; . -
‘how does the source’ of “information affect its potential . mformahon.‘j e
" dissemiriation effort at the grass roots? This is the central focus of thls study.gs .. 7o

it-outlincs a-casc study of* Oi\ul\u a rural conunumly m Imo ‘Statc thc hcart 0!?. '

: Igbo land. . .
Objectives '
~The objectives of thxs Study are: ‘ : : e
1. -~ To identify the vanous sources of mfonnatlon avallable m thc ruralﬁ:,';
' areas; B
S ) dlSLlllgulsh bclwccn Lhe .internally initiated sources and ihc extcmal L

- sources that are alao aval}able to the rural pcoplc

ystem also”




3 To cvaluate the polentials of these smﬁ‘é@sby’ dgternﬁning the factors

- informal setting, relaxed atmosphere and open-ended nature o

i

Byarest:

SMats

that affect their ac'c‘eptability'f"dﬁ' rejection by the ‘people at the grass .

‘ reotand. i R ;

4. To determine how information ‘provision and - accepta
govemment activitics. e

bility. affect

Methodology -~ - . e S e o
Focus Group Discussion (FGD) was used o collect . data for this study. -
Essentially, this involved & group,dichséion't’ﬂ;ljt gathered people- from similar
backgrounds and experiences (o discuss topics central to the objectives of this -

study. Generally, the participants were purposively chosen. Focus groups were

conventionally homogenous, that is, the participants were recruited to particular -~

groups on the basis of some common characteristics.  This is to maximize

within: the group and Lo avoid a situation;-‘thrc‘ individuals dominate. o i
withdraw because of difference in class, sex, age, experience, aceuired G2
knowledge; or any other characteristics salientto the discussion. e
The discussions were also characterized by group dynamics. . The -

f questions Were .

used to encourage participants to feel frec from the constraint typical of one to Gt

one interview and ensured they expresscd their view openly and spontaneously. H .

The setting of the discussions on this research was o1 the neutral and natural - e
settings. For instance, the Bkeiwu Okuku: Market Square. and the Okuku'
Community School were used as venues.” The researcher allowed fer sufficient:: ;" 1Ty @

time for the recruitment of members of the group. The time of session (date

and hour), was’ also appropriate and convenient to the members. The sizeof the . ..
proups ranges from 5-15. The researcher also acted as a facilifator. He'was

: responsible in ensuring that the discussions were conducted in a relaxed mannct, . i_ e

bearing in mind the objectives of the research. ‘The researcher made used of a = ..
discussion guide, which had earlier been prepared. ‘The guide was based on the
headings, which are central to the objectives of the study. L s e

. The researcher: was assisted _by"a-.ﬁhote"taker/r"_ci'cdrder. IMaterials. ot
/instruments used for the exercise include tape recorder, cassettes, and writing - . e
‘matérials. The note taker recorded the discussions and was able to retain the:
impression and information given by members of the group. Ehtcrtaimneiit’was"{-f e
rovided for the groups in the course of the discussions and this encouraged <

~ them to fully co-operate. -

. ‘A Look at the size of the groups as shown on Table 1 ‘ShOWS thatofth ¢
twenty three groups, the compaosition of majority of thq‘grbups_-;ang(’,dr;ﬁ_b'gw@n
10- 12 as cleven groups fall mto that‘c’ﬂtegg_ly_ This '15"’.fDﬂOWé'Ci*by‘;g"rfgiips‘gﬁ?_o‘f

between 8-9 calepory. The calegory ofybetween 13-14 incmbers had: three
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group while only one group had as low as.57 members.. This small group is-" . = .0
not unconnected with the very young age’ of members: - As very few youths " 0 - o i
& oceupy the position of tradition and leaders.v ho are:the focus ofthe study.. "
On the age of the members of the groups, it has also shown. from: table

12 that'in most of the groups, participants were between the age ranges GlabSs g

| From the age range involved in the group discussiens, it appeared that >l s

the more elderly members were involved :in the discussions. This.can be . .
~ explained by the nature of the research which is focused on the -culture of the .

people. The elderly members of the community were seen as more tesourceful -
_because of their age and experience and wisdom that go with it.- oAk

— - The other characteristics of the members of the group is -occupation.- .

~ Table 1” shows the majority of members of the. group, engage in farmingagan- . ... <o
occupation: :This is closcly followed by petty trading. These days, petty. . 5 i o
trading is used to complemént what they gain from. farming which is no longer - T
as lucrative as it used o be. Ranking third:in this order is teaching.: The few .= s
educated. ones i the community resort to-teaching in the primary schools.as . .~

_grade 2 teachers. Ranking bélow teaching is hunting. which is oneof fie i - o

: * traditional festivals: of the community. Bélow this ranking is palm wine taping - . .

R ~whicli ranked the lowest. In the community, there are familics that have it as - -

' their “ trademark”. = Further analysis oféthenature of occupation shows:that = ..
more than half of ‘the members of the -groups' engage in- more than one .. -
occupation. . ' S e e

- The educational background of members of the groups, Table 1% shows = . w0

- that majority of them do not have formal education at all. The twenty-three. .. Lt

groups have members that fall into that,'czf_té"gory.[Thosc with educational level « . — -

o ranging, from primary 1-6 appeared in twenty two of the twenty three groups. -
— 1 The educational qualification of West African School Certificate (WASCY wasi-o
indicated by only cight groups. | Abovésiluation - shows - the. low Tovel of o o
“education among the members of the Vallons graipsi, = e e
; e One the Janguage used in the discussion as indicated on ‘tablel® Igbo 0 ¢
. language dominated all the discussions. - English. Language . was used . i
occasionally by-some members who ‘had problem ‘with. the ‘use ‘of Igbo to. .-
properly explain themselves.. What the facilitator/réscarcher-did here.was to .
| erisure that somebody in the group explained the questions to the uniderstanding
25 “of every body present.  Apart [rom: Igbd” language and sometimes-English ="
language, no otheranguage featured in'the course of discussion. The rangeof -
| . the number of children by members of the group is shown on Table'1°. It show . =
— ' that'more-members of the group have total number of children in the ranges of

W IR andSmdiaboyes o e e




PART _n_vaﬁ. vi

|| | o] en| |60

: e_.,._,_._hmw,?\ of |
farmation

_ms. Oﬂ ﬂ,_m marﬂnmm cf _Eo_.:._umo: _P
: : ﬂoocm GROUP .
7, d § 19 _ 10

cn:mu_m _3 b. m:_.m_ 00?3,.5 G

-,%*N#m‘m'm~=\

Rurai development |

Workar. |

[ arai Councilor

TERNAL SOURCE OF INFO
TERNAL SOURCE OF !




: _T*zfummﬁon Sourices Avmlable in’ Oleutheu -

~them as a reliable source betause “of their - position as the. people’s

“the truth and nothing but the truth” remarked Nze Boniface Ogbuechi. Othei o
sources identified by paruclpants n: the focus group dlSCUSSIOﬂS mclude i

. .community leaders. mtemewcd 1denuﬁed three main source of commulncatlon
in the comimunity and -showed how‘ ~they “iare "used for ‘development

- Ext{:nmlSom ces oﬂnfmmation

“According to them, information actm_ es would depend on' the ‘existence of
‘hcaltl cnturs in a pamcular commum{‘

“To determine information sources ‘available in ( OLuku focu.s group dlscussmn
(FGO) was used to collect data from the people.. ‘The data collectad on -
pmﬁclpanon views on the sources of mfonnatlon avallable n thc Tur al
cornmunity i presented in table 1. - bl e g :
“From (h¢ table, the sources. of mlbrmatlon in the commumty are ol o

= d1v1ded into two, information - sources;, from w1thm cach connnumty and._ s
~information gencrated outside the commumty : -
“The information sources from within Okuku cornmunlty mcludc the local chlcf :

the local priests and parents and parenls Older-relations who have hved m"" e

cities but have retired to rural areas are also sources of information. : '. o Wl
The representatives of the people in the local government counéils

gencrate much information - for development of the people. The people sec .

representatives. - “When we hear it from the nloulh of our people we know it i€ -
mcetmgs
The: peoplc identified as sourccs of mformat}on generated thhm,,'__;

Okuku community serve ‘as keepers of community news and messages, hence = -~
all the sources. are. required as. authentic; competcnt and reliable. Ong of the . . © .

communication process.. According to'‘elder Mbah, . one of the: respondents:

“The age grade or paramiount leaders of the community and his ‘council may‘.- L
“identify a commumty problem ihat dcmand a commumty solutlon '

Apart from the information sources generatcd 1ntemal]y there are other sources .

-generated outside the community. The followmg external information-sources .-
“available to the rural community werealso identified. They include ‘mass *

media, government, - information mmlstnes dgncullural extension meers
comununity - development officers andrural health personnel. information on
health matters machﬂs the people Wlamly through- hospltal and’ rural health‘-
centers. This is in consonance withthe, findings of Aboyadc (1990 37)  that-

* efforts are made on some-clinic ddys by-health sisters and nurses to give health - .-
instruction. - The health workers in a gioup identified that there was-a’ problcm'_i;f'-;

with rural health personnel asa- source Of information in the rural communities.

'z-:-:It s only whcﬁ we have Hcalth Lcnter"j




il Development e < i 00

'w1ﬂu hm}th WOT lwi‘ that " ‘ 31 _
mspowiems argued further: that:this 13 restnsted lo spei,ml cum
only those. who, have cause (o:2¢le :

when. we go Lo the clini¢”.- o ; : -
Another ‘sousce of inform i,lon whmh 18, gmma[ed from out’ sxcie .th

' vxcunw, 1s-the conmmmly dwcl yment:workers: - These glouns of worl\m. i
categorized as change-agent their- rclationshlp withthe- pcoplc s ver
tense. The intensity of their'r IODShlp with the’ rumi peoplc is’a funct f
. the nature of their work. They interact. with the )copl in-their occupatloi Wiy
of living or social life. The. aim' of these. change agerits is. to cncouragc ‘the
voluntary par ticipation of the' p"co'plc themselves. in all- cifort° to: 1mpr0v<* their
own initiative: The mform‘xf n avallable thlough ‘this - source™. faciht'l_tes
development communmtmn procc?,ss qn’ the mral commumty of Okul‘.u swith
- the attendant suspicion. : : G
'  The agricultural C\tumun wonLu haq bcen ldClﬂlﬁud in. ﬁnk study as
the most important cxternal source of mnformation- Lo rural ])LO]JIC From the
data collected from development: agencies; a,g,mu]Lural extension workers' brmg
information about improved farmi. practices derived from various. agncultural
researchers.  This source of mfonnahon touches chrectly on the major-means of .
livelihood in rural arcas. The. activities of these sources “of ‘information arg . "
. more prevalcn‘r and notlccable than other group: “of change-agents. . Some. of
those in the discussion nanalcd haw lhcy were encouraged to-use fertilizer and -
pesticides. The result. of the. aclivitics: of the agricultural extcnsnon worler - A
source of information in Okul\u community s increase - in. agncultura
production and their income: eammgj lheleby makmg it possxblt, for th.em to
solve theu CCoNaIic prob]cms , o
S Other external SOUIces of - mformahon n- Lhc communuy €
- government ministrics of mfommtlon Some of the wo:lxcrs in: the ministry and
local government council in heigroup dlscuwon agreed thal government: pasi
been -making effort through its* ‘ministry: of information to make available'
information to the people-. at :the grass-roots. ‘The . respondeu{s 1egaid the,"'
smunistry of information as-a 111&]01’ mfomlatlon source it the Tural communities:
Tracing the rol¢ of the ministry ‘as a:source: Gf information;. they: sa1d7%‘hat i
1976, Federal Infoumhou Centers, (FIC) an offishoot of - Federal--. pu'bllc*
Enhghl(:mmm Centers, were 'blabhbhc,d in all “the state mplials ‘of Nigeria, -
- with the primary aim of lransmitling events to the pubhc at- the grass—roat level .
and enlightening then on feder Cxovcmmcnt activitics and pohcy pxof:grams e
- They were also to transmil to Lhc;fcdelai govemment people’s reactionin form: - .
of feedback. ‘1t was from this,  that {he mmlstry ‘of ‘information: cmerped to
continue: thh the-role ol" the cx.,mer as a'source of in fol mahon to- Lhc rura nreas

—




It may take the Eze hims self or any member of
~ the point of which serious : lhoughts et

~people: -

ndipenous’ - 1}()11natx_on somcus nrc gcmm!lv lj:,TIOIPd

irces’ 01 lw»f@rmquon e
1is cabinet to -raise ’rhc issue, at s
and - articulations: would be "
ther wl]agc heads, clan: hcad' i

Th@ medure ;Hmd F@mmmls Gﬁ' intu nal'ls

demanded to [um-tunc and .examine the i losuck

~cte. would be invitéd into ‘the djscmsmn.'. This souree of | commumcatlom is P

iamxharto the peoplc L - ‘
A scecond | SOUrce. 01 local m[‘ormau ay” be Lhc vﬂlagu hcads on'r thc ;
village: elders whose ideas must go through: fo the commumty leaders If the -
ideas are sustained and. aceepted, they will await the tiext stage in thc proce*;s S
A ihird: sourc¢ of information ‘int dally - generated -in . community - -
programmes is one of- the. many’ community” self-help associations scattered in "
almost all large towns and cmc«: w1t]1 ’fheu'h adquarlers n Dkulcu Some of -
these assoctations include:; : M gt
Okuku - Dc,vclopmuu, Umon Avulbczs Uub Ubox]n Okuku Ul)()l_]l:." e
 Youths, "Uborji- Central/ Famuy Meeting, - -Obogwu Central /Family -~
- Meeting, Unugkirie C cntral/mely.MPcung, M gbolo Cumrai/Famlly L
Mcetmp Amapu @ enu.al/rannlv Ms 111g el e

Al youlh s associations clubs 1ﬁ ; 1hc wllages Thc above
aqsmmtumc have their umbrella groups based in the ural commumty ﬁom e
whiere most of the policics emanate.”. The Uttibrelia associations meet cnee a. . o
year, usually 2t Christmas penod‘; with representative of affiliatzd groups ﬁom_ﬁ :
the. citics: [n tecent times; some of these: associations: ‘like Uhoji Central ‘meet. -
‘twice a year, during. thie- llmJl &slwal ‘and during Chiistmas. It is at this yearly
or bi —yearly get iogcl her that 1clm<; nrc shared, _nccds exammcd zmd proposed
S')lu ticns evaluated. - : e

The umbu,.ia }J!OUPJ may dwu xample; (o wmmuncc Lhcf;
Iconﬂiruchon of a hom)ml complc,x in-th 'oml‘fmmty A ordcr to 1111p10ve.-51
communily health. ,,Thjs pmpo%cd construction of a health — care faclhly 19 0
communicated to the chief of the communilyywho is mandated 0 con51der Lhe e

“idea w1th his council member dnd decide 0 ; _ :
. Afler a project has been considerediby:one of these” somces mr‘ntmnea :

in !nb]e 2,1t 1s:most ]:kcly 10, be acccpted by one the, commumty leaders; elders :
-and representatives of v1llam‘q and clans 15 ﬁmhta 2s! mlcmally gcncratcd .
rural dwclopmcnt plou:qs bccwse thc g rce IS lamlhax and local to the'--.

3

:woxlxcrs on: how dwdopmcntr_.
ok has a!@o been shown that
: dcvclopmcni'-.

' On. the oplmon o!’ mral duvclcprn-
m!‘ormatmn me mral areas cam - be‘ 1mpr0v
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‘ ‘_n‘cm','S';{mréés -for o s

111f0mna‘r1on process The result of Ums ;has been_.-the non- mvolvement of iuml e e e
pmph, in the planning and 1mplcmematxon of rural development programmes. .- L
It #s therefore the opinion’of most. of the rural development workers that . = =
‘ mfomlahon sources, which are local chiefs, Age- gradcs and priests, should not L
be Igmored m information drlSSClnmﬂthll_,fOI' r,malldevelopmcnl,. -

: (onciuswn : : . : L
Information for mm{ developmcnt abound' from: varlous sourccs in
Okuka. : 0 : W Loan

: “The sources mclude the local clncf .lhc local pncat parcnf semor-;‘i"
relations; - village hmdmastfns ‘the local: councilors, acquaintances from thef;

meeting of age grads or community meeting teachers these people who Serveas < o
gote-keepers of vnllngc arc regarded as guthentic, competent =nd reliable. SOUTCE o i

' ‘(;f news. Apart from information generated within the community, infoimation -

from outstde the! comninity reaches the-people through a variety of sources
including thé mass media, government'’ mformt.tlon ministry . agr icultural & o

extension -workers, social wclfflre dcvelcpmcnt agcnts and with rural:health - .. <o

& centets, However; pCOple lespond to there exogenous sources with SUSIGIONS, - 2 7.
: r,losc mindedness, alicriation. and hostlllty as they see then as unfamiliar, alier -
“{o the mdlgcnous system of sourcing information which has taken root. it 18-
hereby 1ec,onm1cndcd that development agents ‘should make use of mdlgcnous
channel (2 ensure high lcvcl of aoccptclblhty by ruml dwellers. - .-
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