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White, 1982). Intemational Labour Organization ILO {2006) defined child Labour as “ihe

.mp,].:.;!mnl of children under age determined by law or custom™. As clatmtion
of the right of the child by n’.h-lll;! AR conventlon of | %99, (he ,:J,|J¢r!|;T::f:.ﬂ:r;Jlbi|$.Ical and
|'|.'l‘.!|'||7.-l-| lmmeaiuniy ||'=""I_| II"_FEIH1 silcguaids and care, Including dppioprale legal I'lTI'.l,ml'-'l‘“-
peloic 4 well as afjer bith, This Is not the cose In Kiperia o chiildien wsdcr ) Sycars af age wre
made 10 do work that Iy physically and mentally hanmiul whicl inemrupis their education
gochal developincil,

Phenomenal increase in child labour ks noticeable in man orld in varying
'“Bﬂimr.‘hc" b alio wrlowly afigeilag children's mental :rr:uT |I|I4||I..1”E.':r|:::.lll1:lrlli- Tl.ﬂ1
(200 poinied .ﬂ-l.'l. that in Euwrope ihére arc an culmated 171 million clildien worklng in
hazardous conditlons of whom 1] milllon are wider 19 years and many of them are oul of
schopl. In .n'u-l.-l..l'l and Alncan counlries, rimighly B4 milllon youpls are lnvolved ln e wars
tﬂmt:lﬂ' child m"f *E"'I :'11 ;1'““"“ have fullen vicums of child wificking, sy of which
cannol - COMmITu n Engl anguage and drep, aui i echionnl  level
(UNICEF, 2006), Euig P ol whaol al primary | i)

I virwally all the suues of Nigera, partculaily in Denin Cily, for many hours, childen
of pOCI PArcnls arc ENgAge i SCoRoMmic venmuies such as sirect hawhing, canfwheel bamow
pushing, bus conducting. plaiting of halr as well as apprenticed 1o anisan (Edith, 2007). Coulktry
Repan (2000) cbseryed tiat in the Novtbern Nigenia, childien known as afmajiral, survive on the
street by begging. They claim to be ot w purkue Islamic educatlon which are vot mostly sealissd
and pever care 1o have any form of wnoders of wesiet education, as such, they are compleicly cul
off from enjoying the benefits of what comes with sound and purpaseful modem educaton, Some
of these children arc trafficked and furthor abused as domestic scrvanis, scx workers and pedy
tradeTs. .

Niger eato is also pot free from child labouy as apeas o the sune capital; Minna {Tudun
Wads North and Kpakunge) which is the focus of this study also experience different forps of
ehild labour. The quality of the environment of Kpakungy differs (rom that of Tudun Wada North
for obvious reason of Kpakungu being & low income (high depsliy) oelghbourhood and Tudun
Wada North being 3 medium Income (medium density) nelgnbourhood. Individuals differ in
physical structure and level of thinking and o thelr perception of the environment dilfers. I is
againg this background tha this paper stiempts (0 sudy the impact of child labaur an Lhe

environmnental perception of the child labourers in the medium income ncighbourhood (Tudun
Wads North) and low income neighbourhood (Kpakungu) In Minna. Indicstors of environmenial |
quality are numerous. However, enviroamental quality perceplion of child Lbourers In dic siady
aress was examiped using the following Indicators: level of accemibility and organizatlon of
dwelling unlt, dralnage availability xod condition, solid waste collectlon and disposal,

L]

Concept of Environmental Quallty wud Perceplion

Ircnc et. al (2003) are of the oplaion that environmental quality Is a contalner concept, the
concept s multdimensional as different theorles relato 1o different aspects of eavironmental
quality, Poricous (1971), sec environmental quality as a complex lssue lovolving subjectdve
perccplions, atitudes, and value which vary among groups and individual . |

Urban planners usually have very outspoken vislons In_environmental qualitics that
contribute 1o Lvenbility (Dantzy and Sasty, 1973). Usually these visions are suonply concepiual,
vary sirongly in time and can ecldom be evaluated in praciice dus Lo the necessary comproinises
wban planners are confrooted with (Leidelmljer, oL al 2002). Urban planning visions were
extenclvely reviewed by Smith ;Ldtlm}mulduihlmﬂmljurmd need
principles that an urban enviroament should fulfil. Important elements are liveability, character, .
coancctlon, mobility, personal freedom and dln;rﬂtj. i ’

There are multiudes ﬂmpmmnmm_mummmg
environmental changes, with cuch diversily of perccpuions likely related 1o the complexity |
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b 2 e coviroamenn] sy Semselves. lfiia| orpressions of esvirusmental concem
ey b ootEless pavncal GuEtlis zoocized with (he ar. weicr. =nd Lind opo0 which
s and Al ofbey Specics dopend (Michea! and Lo, 2006) Koax (1999) describes the
ﬂjmmwmmﬁﬁﬁimamiaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁmﬂ
by wr= wsad o il e barare of covrosmenta) gimul (0 which G boin i sebjeced
wmﬂ;lp:muLuﬂ:ﬁlnmﬁﬁ:a:hﬂr;;:mpmphiﬂﬂﬂ“qmﬂ
cxperimentl kpowlsd> shoct Gy coviromment = be bypothesised (bt an jndividual
sockhes e piyscl firm by offaliteg il is lows of petn, odjes, districs podes xad
@m#mﬂmmmmmiﬂmmwmw
geberran derived from pooples percspuoes of (e cmartamesL

Reearch Method
Teus sndy employs (he o2 of boch primery and secondary dals pathening SaSTumeRte
Tt:p:ﬂ}'tﬂth:nﬂn:l.ﬂ -Mm:ndq:rm:::dd:mtﬂﬂmmﬁﬁm
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mmmmmwmﬂmmmmmmxpwm
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Child kabous is predominantly engaged in by chuldres between the age bracket of 12-15

yi in both the %I‘ﬂ mediom incame nﬂlsllbuurhm;ul; under study, Field I::f'ﬂ'mull {1able 17

toows tht majarity (0% and 39%) of children engapsd In child labour in Tudun Wada Nonh

and Kpalungu are 12-18 yrs old respectively. 35% of ihis respondents are female in Tuden Wala

North while 53% are Male in Kpakungu, The difference in geader panicipation in child labour in

the rwo pelghbourhood can be attnibuted o the soclal engagement of bouseholds of Tudun Wada

North in paid employment since majority are clvil eervants who have thelr children ln wchools and

mauly employ the scrvices of house belps (mosUy female trulficked from villages) (@ assisl in

domestic work who are in most cases peyer allowed 10 attend schoal and are paid manthly.
Ancther reacon for high participation of female Ln nhllj our In Tudun Wada Nesth s also
assocuted with the belicf in the norbern pant of U country Ul house domestic work are jeeant
Jor fomale. The dominance of malz child In child labour in Kpakungu s conneciad 1o religlons
belicls and parent’s reluctance 10 expose female clildren 1o huzards weh os Kidoap and mpe.

Sunvey lﬂljﬁ:gfmm h.;ks';gund of occupation of parepts indicalcs tlielr concontmlion jn

low paying jobs. This s presented in table | which indlcaies thot 9% and 26%, 24% and 41%, snd

13%,33%, 43% and 11% in both Tudun HJ::IJ North and Kpakungu are avil senants, traders,

arimns and farmers respectively, This atiests (o the poverty bias of the parcathood of these

| Resultofsurvey (iable 1) reveals'the cnrolment rate of children’s In schoole: Kpakungu |
'ﬂmuﬂum:m;}]dmmw:mw engaped in child labour in schicols,
having majarity ($3%) of them In public primary schools. Enrolment of children engaged ia child
lbour e echaals 30 Tudun Wada North s Jower (43(%) than that of Kpakuogu and have msjority.
(51%) of them in Quaranic schiools, Thie reasou for this disparity is mot firfeiched us majosity of |
those cngaged i ehild labour lo Tudun Wadta North are females (Tsble 1) who hawk for puany
Rour of the day, does domesiic work for bousehold and arc not given tho right 10 alicad cchool.
Although Geld survey result gathered tht 10% of Uis boose help are not wiling (o be caralled in

o 1
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el €vED if they ar= grven the dpportunity. The ugly result of low enolment of young Teosis

i cild bBbour 16 ool ponend a dap
A o= i fomure wards bersuse clucaind |

BT o peychology aod P=paon of ahuld

Rarent huve greater appencstion (or U vabus
of alucate. whieress uneducacsd parents muay sisply wanit 1o bebeve tha huines cxpital desisngn
by by T |PANCD L WEIT TR,

of pouesiil dila on whe calepory of child libow respondents (s both
cegaged m. i Quiplaysd o fablc 1 revealad th=t Begping (4% ) domsnales chald
spvify 2 Ted=n Wads North, f“:l-ll:mni by Hawking (33% ), then House belp (27%) while
ew (15) of &= chuldren work 11 momly light service industnes. S0% af il rexpondonis
of be=m sulyeced 10 30T and hunper while fow of the rerpondents partculery teose

pvalved ia hosse belp fex] very ComfCetable wiil the job for the pocuriary gains atached to
Dacs obusined for Kpslungu Deighbourhood prestnt dufenesi result in toms of te type of child
o ppendents Spgsd I s magnly (43%) of repondenn are [nvolved in hawling of
vaery of poods. Thas is tollowedd by Beggen (33%), Indusirial workens (1% and House help
(#%) Child Bbourens (Begoen) are cxmly chiliren rafficksd (rom nonherm saies 10 soquus
falamic ec=canon (Almgieria guem) aod for e (2t hal they don'l enjoy whal they were
prmrwashed they will beaefil (refuler aad good foeding ), they resalve into roaming on the strece

|

begpaE fior ool == =oocy. ;
Field morvey -hn_mtdm Ml exyonily 695 and TOF (Table 1) of child Lyboursrs in "
Tedun Wada North and Kpelengn oz cormpellcd into child labour by their parent as a way of P

family moome. Thes i & vivid case of high poveny incidence in Lhe harthern pan of :
5 eianoe thal de—oods orpe=s aftenben by all the nonbermn leader il Uhe mealizsbion af '
g vision 2020 of Nigoy st=r =4 Northern Nipena is to be realized,
Child lsbour [rom whmerver dmension is looked a1, exposes the younger generation 1o an
snqusntifiable menece (b is cxpable of damaging their carcer, Contrary 1o Oruwan (1997) amd
Abudu (1987) Gedings i Pon-Hecoon and Benln city aboul child pereeplion of Business work,
i s isseresting Lo pote Ut oy (E53% md 100%) of the sampled populalion o Tudun Wada
Norh end Kpakuagu percssved e work ey do a8 an indicator of poveny and ane very willing
w wop child Labour if their parems will concede (0 (hal 1 ensble (hem purvue thelr educatlonal
carcer (o it climax. The reascs sfvasced in Tudun Wada Norh by the few (139%) respondents
at secens uawilling to slop chuld Leboor is juu & percelved nodlon Thal geitling usd 10 doinestic
work betier train o female child 10 be & pood house wife and also comddared houso help as a
means of makiag slficient mooey w0 prepare for marriage. This parception bs slmdlar 10 tha of
Calliss, (1963) who posnied oul s work belp o chlld (o terms of soclalleatlion In bullding self-
cilecm aad for tralning.
As stresafal as the child labowr eacroise s and as vulnerable as the child labourers are 10
. =y menace, the exercise appean (o ponerste locome beneficial W the reapondents and thelr
Pﬂimiuhdﬂrhnn,pmdwhjwitlﬂ}alﬂuﬂulld labourers |in Tudun |
wada Nonth oeighbourboods is same amoust of moncy a5 small as KIO0-RG00 dily, 1t s alo
evident o table | thas about 15% of child Labowrers in Kpakungu imake les than N 300 daily.

ble 31 B virasmemial Qruliny Perveption of Kegendents
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As shown In able 2, out of the 240 respondents

bowis are szciuble and the roads are manly wilarred

boases are not sccesslble and over %% of the roads are un
af dwelbiag enit, majonity (61 %) of child Libourer in

the dwelling amits in the

kpakungy find dwelling unlt amange
child labourers in Tudun  wada N
nelghbourhood |5 & comfirmation that they have low
which could be aanboied o the (a1 that a
hawling and begging zre mostly trafMicked

Is very organized while majority of the

a1

wampled in Tudun Wals ponh, 2%
For Kpakungs, 67% of respondents
Larreal. Wilh respect 1o (b amuopeinest
Tudun Wada North are of L spigion that
menl In their nelghbourhood faity arganized. For 615 of |
orth to commend (avoursbly of the orpanization of (heir
level of pereeption of ther envirpamens
buge porceniage of ihose invalve in houxehalp,
from villages and do not have any formal educstion,
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Therefane, Ihn:;.'l:m likely to perecive g kind of
opinion on the level of aceezcibility fy 1)) h-m neighbe

? mﬁ:};nﬁ:t:mmhlm;m? are fuirly muﬁm‘-"—-:llilhruli.:-.;:m'mu il
ir;u:i] far H-F;}‘hnd,'r' l:.:: ;;htlﬁtugu At 1t characterized by “cﬁ'nlf:ummm.um.ﬂﬁlllr;r”ﬁ.
' iy = 10 lave faldy organd = T e
:;"nnu:lnd“m{nlrh::lal' Izcufﬁtﬁ:;trrll_:::; ES PeCplion  of child L:.b‘-:'ln:r::rlﬁi.}ull'-l.: uk"” e
. “cauon and high concentr Dem of themn pasimu e ke
schoals which Is known for very poor, educational MRS el dm mastly pablic primary
ssible that most of the child labowrer who aien Sha L’Eﬂ un-:;. As such it [s very
rJ'|:|_|' achools for them 10 BpjwEciale  Uie b3ty and auality EW arc nat well tuiored in
enviroamenL ¥ expected of 3 planncd jdeal
On the drainage type in the ig

Wads Monh sud they have dmipng=e in

£nvi —
IvIromenl as OIY SolRfactory, p-'-“l' nelent s

dizplayed in table 2 [ndic

2 shows that 34% of dralaapes in

. : y ges In Kpakunpgu ore 2
dirty. However, Lhe perception of child labourers in the 1w n:ighhwh:rud:g:n dr.:in:::iwm} :anmdd

condition appear the xme as (S0% and 43%) and (41% " and 40%) in Todun Wals North and
Kpakungs e e=bchied 1-_mh their present situation, This clearly connote (hat the low level a3 el
21 law quality of education of child Lsbourer has a [ot of iaflucnce oo their leve] af thinking and
appreciation of enviroomental condition that surrounds them. . 4
. L is evident ™ @ble 2 tha majority of the child Libourers In Tuden W

Emalongo l'._l‘lﬂ:-l:l domeztic soli waste from ilir homes and gather them in ul-:m ;;:Eluﬁﬁ
homes. "Fl".hll: abogl #4% of respondents lo Tudon Wada North said that solid waste collect=d
near their homes remain there far many mosths where they decompose and priduce umpleasant
m:llr.: 43?5 =i S0 velarles pemally move round their neighbourhoods 1o collect solld wazte io
dump m dispozal cites ==d only 13% sald (hey enjoin the service of privale waste managers. The
slwaton in Kpalungs s synonymous (o what obtaims in Tudun Wada Nanh except thal as high
as 76% of respondents in Kpakungn sald that their solid waste colleclion points serve as the final
disposal slte as tie waste Ls left not evacuated and decomposed, On the opinlon of the respondents
m_m:mlbﬁmmddimﬂalm]ﬂjhlﬁﬁrmi;hbom 9%0% and ¥9% of |hem scems
satisfied with the methods i Tudun Wada Norih and Kpakungu respectvely.

Coadusion and Recommendations
This stedy has czamined child lobourcrs In Tudun Wada Nonh and Kpakungu
neighbourhoods in Minna 1o ascertaln the likely disparity that exist in thelr level of pereeption of
envirpomental qualicy. The impact of child labour (o the development of youlh n the Nigerian
society today is womisome bocause of its fulure conscquences. But, |1 s difficull_for lus
eradication right away because of its financial benefits Lo the houschold and lis potentlal Tumre
occupational tralning for the child However, [t ls pertinent (o stress ihat the fulure of a nation will
be bleak if a Large propartion of her youth arc out of school constituting nulsance an the strects
Instead of being in school Lo acquire sound edocation fusdamenul 10 economic growth and
of any nation particularly of developing nation liks Hi;ul'h. Therelore, Government
at sll levels and NGO's should shoulder the challenge of drastically reducing the lm:ldmn: af

child Labour in Nigeria and Minna metropolis o particular, The following mmulnﬂﬂmm
L ali i j [:hudw‘ el jby e i
bring about the acnualizatlon of & socicty frez o iyl e’ o0

(I} '|Endicstion of Exireme Poverty-and Hm;:réul';vmr is the
= ;lm-.:uul " i 'ﬂl'ﬂlﬂmﬂlﬂ 1 II L ® I !
1 economic: policics that not caly create jobs and' reduce”poveny, but arc alio alm at
i .hmﬁng.mimm'dﬂmﬂﬁmhm_m@]uﬂakﬁ.ﬂmm
. povernment must formulate economic policics (hal penerte equitabile, balanced growih

102

in Nigeria ( Minns ) must be
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=== almecd al ellminaling paveny and jiz explolia
local, stale and ledeml devel mys preden]y

Jngreased Expendilee on Educadon ; The =0'% budpe

(m impleraenied in Nugmi;t_ at all _In:'n:h of gn'n:mmuuf :“-Iljl;l:ﬂ:l::;u:;:i;:::? :lew|m :k-
improved upon by muking busic education free for all in Nigeria, Pm ﬂmim 2 I::
given lo campuliory education u the Primary leve| by all thc tiery aof u‘-rl.:nunm T“l
of provisioa of adequate EdUhllqﬂAI (acililies in ol he nooks and |:Equ.1:|1|"r.1- nr[i';Tr-wr
Agensics like UBE, Primary and Secondary Edueaion Boasds, Education Tax Funqu:ﬂ:;
be propetly ﬁl’ll.l:ll::ﬂ and made accountable 16 jhe People, Japan provided '3 clayd
exumple in this regind as i has provided educationsl acces g 4| segitents of Lhe uu'dr:H:

am Strict Enfarcement uj'].nw::'. f.lu'r::rm::m MW bse Je i -

(V) Adequate Public Enlightment: Child lsbour wil| be cxtremely difficult to emdisy
completely in Nigena because of (e Pecullas derpened paveny ::ilunh’-m in the l;h:mulr;.
Bx n:ﬂ::n:d cffort by a1l and supidry cop help reduce (he Ihenomenan drastically
through consistent adequate public ealightmeint on e dangers ateacisred with In, Ii is
\herefore incumbent on the fedaral, sate and local goverament ui ull purt of the country
w0 use all thar medis houses (o aducaye People in the lanpuppe of (ha peaple for a
thorough undercuanding of this mepace,

(V) Remmcmnng of the Almajoi Sysiam: The cument Almajeri sytcm of education in
uorthern exposes young children 10 all forms of child Labog acuvilles. Therefore, the
nonhem governors most engage muslim clefcs julo discumions that will help reduco tie
ratc al which young almojeri's roam the strests all day,
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