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Introduction

The growth and development of any nation depends largely to
the extent of access, availability and utilization of information
by its citizens. Access to timely, accurate, current, and reliable
information is very crucial. It raises or elevates the status of an
individual advancement as well as corporate overall
development. The publiclibrary serves as the centre in achieving
this goal. It provides educational, socio-economic, cultural and
political information services to its customers in a particu!ﬂf
community (Ko et al, 2012). It is established to serve the enti®
community, and, as such, Saliu (1999) viewes it as the “layman®
university.” It is a service-oriented institution usually owned of
funded by governments, responsible for fulfilling the inforn‘la“("j
needs of the community. Indeed, the ultimate goal of any librar
is to select, acquire, process and provide timely, accuraté: ano
reliable information at the right time, in the right forma.:”y
customers. It is strongly believed that library services espect
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leal.ning, independent decision.sr]; cqn i (ressed
development of the individual ang 80cia:qng and

rovides unr.estr?cted Opportunities fz(‘) TOUPS. It therefore
gnforme‘i and inspired, as well as encoyra il' Individyals ¢, ge;
and providing entertainment for the bett‘cé:f the love of reading
(Abubakar, 2012). ent of the

Henderson et al (2010) regard a public libra

that is established under state enabling laws Or?’ as lan' entity
serve a community, district, or region, and that prof‘;gizeatu:n;s to
the following: (1) an organized collection of printed Z: Ote;st
liprary materials, or a combination thereof; (2) paid staff; (3) ;r:
established schedule in which services of staff are available to
the public; (4) the facilities necessary to supporta collection, staff,
and schedule; and (5) that is supported in whole or in part with

public funds.
Poverty can be seen a

individual cannot get the basic necessities of li
aracterized by severe

the United Nations (1995)itisa condition ch sev
deprivation of basic human needs, including food, safe (;Irnnklng
water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education an

information. It depends not only onin¢ L
services. It is characterized by absence 0 o i good

: ctricit .
food, shelter, water, hospitals and ele ; tc)f productive (esOUTCes
and acces itical and civil

schools to absence of securi.ty A tools, PO N
including education, working L neerning $¢ . -ewn.othm
rights to participate in decision® ‘f\o 0 " ate, more 4%
conditions. Poverty in Nigerid 15;1 ;Ciﬂ ly acceP
70% of Nigerians lack the L'Isui)n . , doll:
money, in fact they are living o live happY
material possessions nee )

Adeyeye 2001 in Gbosi, 20U%

that t

s a situation or condition whereby an
fe. According to
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Public Libraries

The public library is an inslill..tlinn established, SUPPorte
funded by the community either through local, rcri,‘d ang
national government or through some other form f mm’"-\l o
organization (Sauri, 2001). It is regarded as a public Univ.l.m'/
wlerc every member of the society goes in, to g, T8ty
information. Ahmad (2010) defines public library a4 the 1
established to serve the generality of the residents of a gi?ﬂ
community regardless of their race, tribe, religion and oF polg ctanI
affiliation.

/
c'll'ch fhr

Functions of Public Libraries

Public libraries functions as an intellectual powerhouse aspiring

to meet the intellectual, educational, recreational, informationa|

and cultural requirements of the people. Information is invaluable

at all times and in all circumstances as well as a vital tool for

development. For any country to develop it needs tc') have and

provide relevant and updated and adequate informatlon on foo‘d

security, democracy, health and gender equality etc. Public

libraries can provide such access to information that will e.nflble

people lead gainful lives as they are skilled a.t acqmr‘l.n%i

organizing, offering for use and publicly preserving mﬂ"-”i:

irrespective of the form in which it is packaged in such a “ki

that when it is needed it can be found and put to use (Karki

2006). lic lib
The various objectives and functions of the P'_Jb - os for

according to Philips (2001) IFLA/UNESCO guidelines

development serves as:

a. Center for self-education

b. Center for lifelong learning

¢. Information center

d. Recreational center

e. Society Cultural center

f.  Center for support and economic development

rary
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Poverty

e pre valence of mass po.verty reflectg the poor ma
Tnd Perfofmance of the nation’s €conomy. The level o Nagemen¢
aerformance of any country depends

These are the level of resourceg availab]e relative ¢,
€

population and the lgvel of productivity (Kehinde, 2015). The
term poverty is a relative term; Tajwo (2016) opines that there is
hardly a universal way of defining Poverty because it affects many
aspects of human conditions. Poverty can therefore be regarded
as a condition in which people live below specified minimum
income level and are unable to provide the basic necessities of
life needed for an acceptable standard of living. Uffort (2007)
cited in Taiwo and Agwu (2016) views poverty as perceived by
many as not just lack of money, food and assets but also as lack
ofaccess to education and health care and lack of security, dignity
and independence. Therefore, poverty is massive, pervasive ancf
chronic, and engulfing a large proportion of the society. Po-ve{ ?
has diverge economic and social dimensions that exp la”;-:':
Manifestations in 1ack of income and insufficient product
€Sources to ensure sustainable livelihood. ver, poverty

: POVerty can manifest itself in many forms, hovfitio:’w, limited
dicators include among others hunger and Fna:;:::ices, increase
Orlack of access to quality education and baSlC1 SreSu t
f“‘”bidity and mortality which occur fls; ‘environﬂ
adequate housing, homelessness, unsate

~1.onehi,
tod in Ebent
S0ci] discrimination (Agumagu, (2000) aited
2015,

Primarily ¢ tWO factors,

It of illness:
]ent anc
t‘t al,
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Poverty Eradication

It is a process of minimizing/ruclucing the
condition of poverty. Poverty eradication is the total o, "%
of poverty. It is a set of economical and humﬂnitaria
that are intended to permanently lift people
the Nigerian society, however, poverty can only p alle
not eradicated because chronic poverty hag transmited ,
generation to generation, and if poverty is not alleviat, d ';f" :
won't be able to achieve the Sustainable DeVEIOPme;{g(f
(SDGs) (Kehinde, 2015).

4 g
%

lmpﬂct Of

Poverty Eradication Programmes in Nigeria

In order to free people from poverty or reduce it to the Joy
level there is the need for empowerment. Abadzi (2005) concef
€mpowerment as the process of Increasing the capacity ¢
individuals or groups to make choices and to transform withih
choices into desired actions or outcomes. He is of the opini:
that empowering the poor should have a closer relationship\\fi
improving project performance and governance and growth
is pro-poor. This led to the establishment of diverse ploves
alleviation programmes in Nigeria, which includes the followi:
* ADP: Agricultural Development Project

Operation Feed the Nation 1
SAP: Structural Adjustment Programme :
PAP: Poverty Alleviation Programme
Rural Banking Scheme
SMEDAN: Small and Mediu
agency in Nigeria)
NDE: Nationa] Director
PHC: Primary Health

. elopme”
m Scale Enterprise develop .

ate of Employment
are

DFERI: Directorate of Road and Rural Infranf“Ctl-l:a !
* NAPEP: National Poverty Alleviation Programme!
2001
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The following sectors were inl‘egr ated CENTURY NIGER)
. YES: Youth Empowerment Schem
,ouths with skills acquisition B (Provicling Unen,
generation. To achieve this, i Wé\s ;hployment oy ‘E’vlt')ye
. CAP: Capital Acquisition Program Urther Subdivigeg i::;lth
. MAP: Mandatory Attachment 5 me 0

r
. CDP: Credit Delivery Program Ogramme

m
» SOWESS: Social Welfare Schemee

» NEEDS: National Economic Em

: ; POwerment
Strategy established in 2004 with priorities tind evclopment
employment generation, 58 Wealth creation,

verty alleviati
s : ation :
elimination and general valye re-orientation , Corruption

Contributions of Public Libraries in Eradi

Foy - cating Poverty in
Nigerian Society in the : ’

21st Century

Public l}braries are agents of social, political, cultural and
€conomic revolution in our societies as well as custodians of
knowledge and information for present and future generations.
Their doors are open to the generality of the members of the
Society. Basri et al (2012) affirms that the establishment of
Informatics of information provision stems out from the 1it?rnry
as it has the expertise in acquiring, disseminating, Organizing
and administrating information. Libraries and information center,
as well as information and knowledge are tools and a;pecttiso ;hztf
Steer the eradication of poverty. Libraries throuf%:.lcit: };0\’(.‘1*)'
More community based approaches can be eradice
Systematically and totally (Mbabaal'{, 20193 lay a greater role in

Hence, public libraries in Nigen.a .can }f)t‘h{- following library
¢radicating poverty through the provision©

' . 2 " \[‘5’
and information services: . Agreements, charte
L.~ The provision of Special Collection: 12 yverty eradication

: AR ibrar
charts, white papers and legis! | ma ailable t0 library
. ~roneced anc L
can be acquired, processec operly
+on, if propP
customers, these collection ! P mers.

, custom
Preserved can be pl‘CSU“tLd o
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suggests that to eradicate poverty in the \; eriay
public library should create a special collectjq, fsociotklh
alleviation programmes display to ¢y OF 1" the

ii. Public Libraries Should Serve as Enl&re-pre,mumi
This library should organize conferences, Semipcmlre_

workshops on entrepreneurship Programmeg Wit E:rs an
of educating and informing people, especia]] \ )Qajm |
dwellers, on the need of being entrepmneuﬁ;lrura;é
productive. This according to Abubakar (2012 could l_and
minimize the rate of poverty and too much g, - enclkel;; |
the government. Saliu (1999) posits that “public librarie:c(Jr
develop local economic capabilities by making aVailabjz
necessary information on income generating Projects, g
employment activities, credit facilities, state assistang
schemes, etc.”

iii. Indexing and Abstractin
guide to the text of any

th

g Services: An index is a systemati
matter or to the content of entries
with headings arranged alphabetically or other chosen orde
with references showing where each item indexed is located
(Harrods, 1972). Indexes therefore, are a pointer or a guide
to the actual text ang location in a literature. Indexing is one
of the ways of disseminating information by the librarians

- s y . rb\'
poverty eradication Programmes in Nigerian Scht)ert;.
extracting the right and relevant information on pove"

] _ aper’
gles and techniques from newspap

I

8, conference papers, proceedings: anqttliloﬂ

reports, text books, internet and other sources of inform:nih'

and disseminate to Iibrary clients especially commt
members, publi¢

iv. Use of Audio Visya] Materialg: Every ftm‘:tion‘.11 ectioh |

library should establish ang maintain a media unt! bonif-’r"'

o . . . ecv™
containing films, animations, CDs, DVDs, cassettes: dw gen
Players, videos etc, these resources combine both ¢

. L
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. A ] ad URY N'GER’A
of seeing ana hum.ng, Most of the pegp

see and hear pal-tlcularly the Childrch Prefer wh

information resources contain Valuarl])lin',d youth,
Poverty eradication S“'al'@gies and tee iques Oye

(2012) stresses that documentary CDs, DVD;, a{;' 10{:;2 :"(‘;
video cassettes on how to stay¢ and maintaip, Small businegges
ShOLlld form par!: of the. pUbllC libraries aUdiO-Visual
collections. The biographies of g

governmental and nongovern

rogrammes on poverty eradication a.nd many more can be
phown to the public library customers in the Nigerian society
: time to time by the libraries so as to equip them and
brom. {1 ; kills and understandings on
improve their knowledge, s
- ty eradication techniques. | N
e Services: Periodicals/serials COHECt‘O_" o
Photocopying serv ls' magazines, bulletins, digest etc
newspapers, journails, 1 and valuable informa'tlon on
: nt, educative formation on
e Curril ’ tion programmes. Info th the aim of
icatio hemes wi
overty era ; s and sche nd
4 rship programme on the relevant al
eNTEPICNEUTSIR ing customers eurial skills
tin and informi g ctices, entrepren ining
S dg erty eradication pra tices, collective bafga‘t,ves
I ! : ct1ces, < erafl
1 1ke Sa . nd Cre alh
and productivity mation of saving & <ociations (Mpaba -
owers through fc?r . od markets Or a5 fter acquiring an¢
o nd unioniz® . ©y aries, hotocop?
SAACOs)and umi® "= . s galh PROTER R
( ngerla pu 5 resourcesl, on POV(' /
i information information ce it on the
prOCESSinglthesft and valuabliiiques an Lah theirtargt‘;
a C reatit = . no
rent, relevant d tecl 0 atio
- sadlicn n strategies aﬂd ey & ive dissemir 2010)
eradicatio bill boards: ¢ selective ™ 7 ~arba, ing
ice board and 1€ 0 tOrm™ 1 - terest!
notice bo wiah the U odia 2 tive and ir ’ aation
. i SDI) v ave libra . can v T
mformatloné pS'[ti also ation iU ipraries
ape: =~ mé 1 tec : ,
a er Cr [} forl . -~ ( 7
way of dissemin tion str™™®” this
overty eradicatl na adop
on p

at (h(_-y
Thege
Ofmatign on

mental organizations
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time of both the librarians and ¢,

use and save the tioms

vii. Exhibition: This is a pr.ocessé of dIS}i”l’l)t/mg the workg o;:
history and culture, subject Of S e_cllla tnterest ete. to th Pubht’
for a limited period of time. It wi assmt.the public libfarié
to publicize the inforrr.lahon rfasources zflvaﬂable In them BU(;‘,:
el journal 5 pel.iodlcal/serlal collectlo_n, Confergnce Paper
annual reports and any otherr el'evant mforma_tlon resourg,
on poverty eradication strategies an.d tgchmques can b
displayed and made known to the nggrlan public library
customers by the libraries through various ways such
bulletin board, radio, television, social media etc.

viii.Pictures: According to Garba (2010) pictures are valuable
formation resources acquired, processed and maintaineg
by libraries. Nigerian public libraries can acquire such
pictures; an album can be created from such pictures on
various types of entrepreneurial skills and strategies to
educate and enlighten the society.

ix. Interlibrary Loan: Various types of interactions and
exchanges can exist between libraries particularly those of
similar interest, cooperation between them is highly
recommended for the maximum use of stock. A library &
visit or borrow from the stock of another library to satisty
customers information needs. This can best be achieved ¥
the internet. Hence libraries can visit the stock/website
OthE.‘l" lihraries to satisfy users’ information need on povert
erac.hcatlon strategies and techniques.

% gﬁzzlr,l\lgggexc: (ajSB’;witter, wiki, Facebook, WFSLS;: Eﬁ
in dissemination (?f infOgs ! g b pu}:qldicati““
strategies and techn 0rmat1f)n on poverty €l

ques to their customers.

Conclusion
i

. gly belie Tt o . o
the right format ved that provision of the right mformatﬂke .

better decigion at the right time to the right people o .m,ns g
and/or choice and live as responsib]e citize

It is stron
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impol.tant function of the “bl‘m-y - URY NIGE jyia
. \L\

111 & x . . A : - 3 " .
yprarics 1 to satisty the informgyjq
ity and to make gre N ne

nt at |
(_“l“nl . at Im pact
o sradicate by § acton the
-idently; 10 I8 te poverty in the Nigol.i: e POsitively
an sociuty- wil o
In the 21

c;nt“"y’ Pub!ic libraries have a greater role t
the Publ‘C with entrepreneurial skills neeq :1) P in ¢quipping
clm“C“SCS and make a top priority to Pl'ovic'ic tlto overcome these
1~cIC\‘~mt and current information on povert'2 . rlghtw'complutu,
t,mpmverment, entrepreneurship etc to the );oecriaecti;,mhon' youth

Ultimate
Mate goal of public

eds of 1
¢ S0Fvi
.TVHIV,
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