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' Abstract

Th:s study examined the role of the public library in achieving sustainable development goals in
\'lgerm. It investigated the rate at which Nigerian public libraries are aware of the existence of
sustainable development goals. It also examined the quality of human resources-in public libraries
in Nigeria. it investigated the challenges faced in the achievement of the SDGS. The objectives of
the study were to determine the level of awareness of sustainable development goals in public
libraries in Nigeria. ascertain the qualities of the available human resources in the public libraries
\lha! can_enhance the achievement of sustainable development goals and enumerate the factors
-'mhxbmng the implementation of sustainable development goals by Nigerian public libraries the
systematic sampling was used.to select six states, one from each geopolitical zone and purposive
' sampling was further used to select a sample size of 138 library staff from:the. populauon The
- survey approach was adopted using questionnaire to collect data. Data collected was analysed
'Ihraugh the use of frequency tables. percentages and Somers’ delta was. used for the hypothesis
. testing. The result of the study showed that there is some form of awareness of the SDGS on the part
of the library staff but very low. involvement in activities that drives the SDGS and found that the
Nigerian public library is hardly in a good state materially. to play an efficient role in the
" achievement of SDGS. It was also discovered that the challenges inhibiting the public library. from
' playing its role as a developmental tool include, infrastructural problem, lack of adequate funding
~and poor. government involvement in public library activities. The study concluded that the public
library staff have to be educated on the SDGS, wholly. involved in the modern way.of information
acquisition and dissemination which involves being active ‘on'social media platforms. The study
recommended that_governmment should put the. public library ina. good state in mfrmtrucmre
- material resovrce and human resource;. it was also recommended that SDGS offices work hand in
,hand W uh the public library in their programmes. .

Kew.ords' Public library, Sustainable Dwelopment Goals Nigeria. A\\arcness

Introduction : pELRRE T T
; Dcwclopmcm refers to lmpmvemcm in a country’s economic and ﬁocml condmons It refers to
Jimprovements in_the way of managing an area’s natural and’ human resources in order to create
iweuhh and |mprow. pcoplc s lives, The purpose of devclopment is a raise |n thc lcvel and qualny of‘ :
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vl|[e uf xhc populmmn Barder (2015) detined devekpument 43 a priness ratfnge :’hm an uuful.ﬁlugi
, .dymmxc. mczmmg that, it inv olves change from ome staee ar wmuwr. y amather. : .
| B {1 .7 The United’ Nations 2030 Agenda for susizinzbic ...a:w&v;mmx is 3 collection of 1 [7 mz“' g
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3 total ol 169 turgctq covering économic, environmental and, social deyelo mtIents, Thv:ic e
r.uswmnhlu dc\clupmcm Lnalq are built on the Millenaiom’ Dtsctcmu.r. Qo:zts (MD(:%; zrd :
< upon collaborative partnership ‘between countrics n balancing, economic gmmh enyr
o suslnmnblht) and social. mclusmn for all. Barder (2015) smed lh.ll witheot cn«unng tus:.zznzf‘
all dey clopmcnt efforts will be short- lived. and may cause more harm thar: good. TR |
According to Unwin (’017), 10 ‘achieve these goals, those who develty pohcxcs and lmp! ;
programmes. need 1o address issues of empowerment, focus on the neds of the poorest. “de
innovative: technological solutions and new business models, legislaie new kinds -of regui
lhmugh which governments facilitate the 1CT and telecommunication sector, and eriure th._! [y
is effective security and resilience within the systems bemg, developed. .
According to Mamman (2015), the public library’s major function is to provide frec 'nrﬂmli&'
the people in the community, The need for an agency available to all, which pro ~des acce ;
knowledge in printed and other formats such as multimedia and internet sources, t:: ;upport: fon
and informal education, has been the reason for the foundation and maintenance - f most p.
libraries and remains a core purpose for the public library. That is wh) Stiglitz (20135) noted
learning does not end with the completion of formal education but is, for most people. a life
activity. Therefore, the public library has an important role in assisting this process. :
Unlike other types of libraries where their services are limited to a particular group of uccrs.
public I|hmr\ embraces all types of users. As such IFLA (2016) confirmed that in order to rull?l
mandate, the public library performs specific functions which include the following: to prov xd._
educational development of all people in the community; to support the civic and cultural activia
of groups and organlzanons in a positive way; to make recreation and leisure time w holesom:: :
positive: and 1o give the user access to information over a wide range of human activities such
' agriculture, crafts, commerce and industry.
According to United Nations (2015). it is a'basic human right to be able to have access to and
undcrstandm;, of information, and there is now more information available than ever before in
world’s history. The public library has a particular responsibility to collect local informaticn
make- it readily available. The public library must therefore be well equipped to Q:msf\ :
SR ‘information. needs of the various individuals and groups in any given community. Chewe
.+ Imasiku (2018) stated that publlc libraries were conceived to provide members of the commus
it ~ - with an avenue for recreation. in which people could go and find something to read for leis
. hence the emphasis on fiction material. While serving recreational purposes, people could aleo '
" the information resources for self-education.
Promotmn of sustamable devclopment in lhe 21st century demands access to mton‘nauon..
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care of once there i is free access to information through the public library. With the i mcn-.asms e
for information in various activities of human endeavour. the world has since bccome a 2,

village where information is made readily available by just a click of few buttons. In other wa

the services . that information and. communication: technology (ICT) facilities offer ha\e

- limitation to service rendered in the library and it cuts across all areas of human life. Implemest

- sustainable devclopment goals by taking advantage of the benefits accruable from the use of I€

S cﬂ'ccuvcncss Is not an exception. United-Nations (2015) pomed that: pubhc access represants.

[P T most cconomlcal expedient and cqunable way'to reach the greatest number of new users and 1

R s :;;Iewy pubhc libraries are oﬂen one of the only places “here many people can access computm

Bty e Intcrnet, { i :
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3 PublncLibmnesZOZO (20]5) stated thal trammg and resources are needed to help libr ‘
nbrariuns upgmd: the mformat:on and servnces they pmvade to users. In another study, World &
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~ (2016) defined Infarmation and Communications Techiology as an umbre)la term that ingludes any
o ’communic:\\ion deviee or application; encompassing: radio, television. cellular phanes, computer
~oand network hardware and software, satellite systems - us well as the various serviees and
' - applications associated with them. such s video conferencing and distanice learing.

Around the world, public libraries are used as strong tools in actively communicating with, people
- and filling needs, for example, in Slovenin, an Employment Information Service (EIS) was created
. by the Ljubljana City Library and this programme helped about 1,200 people per year, 10 find a job,
The: library tanght them to improve their resumes and apply for jobs, Whereas in Nigeria, their -
i .pmcnlmh are.yet 1o be fully harnessed. In o qlud) carricd out by Okojic and Okiy (2019), the.public -

~ libraries in Nigerin are not actively involved in programmes that help in the lmpluncnluuon of

'9"_': SDGs. More so, most of the public libraries lack working ICT tools and trained personnel-in the
ficld of ICT to make the process easier and faster, :

~ Statement of the Problem

= Countries around the world are actively involved in the implementation processes of SDGs using -
~“the public libraries as effective tools (UN, 2018). For the public library to carry out these
~ responsibilities effectively, it has to be equipped at least with basic materials and human resources
. which include, book and non-book materials, information and communication technology, trained
-+ library stafl, among others.

j However. the state of Nigeria’s public library is not as stated above. Ejechi (2018) stated that the
. public library in Nigeria is not only lacking in materials and adequate manpower but also. is in a
- poor: infrastructural state. The author further pointed out that the government is yet to see the library
- as a tool for development and solving many challenges we may have as a nation. As such, the
' nonchalant attitude of the government towards the building of the public library as a whole, has
'~ propounded its problems.

~ As shown in Okojie and Okiy (2019), majority of Nigerian public librarians do not have knowledge

' of the sustainable development goals and therefore, may not have be actively involved in its

implementation. As a result, the researcher has embarked on a study to investigate how public

~ libraries could help in the achievement of sustainable development goals in Nigeria by the year
~2030.

£’= Objectwes of the Study

" sustainable development goals in Nigeria. Specifically. the study is designed to: }
1. Determine the level of awareness of sustainable development goals. in public libraries. in

: Nigeria.
‘2. Ascertain the qualities of the available human resources in the public libraries that can enhance

- the achxev_ement of sustainable development goals.
‘3. Enumerate the factors inhibiting the implementation of sustainable development goals by

Nigerian pubhc libraries.

' Null vaothesns : AR
" Hy, - There is no significant association between the librarians’ level of awareness and’ the_',.

- 1mp|emenlat|on of sustamablc development goals.

48 Methodology : SR ¥
e Thls study employed dcscrlptlve survey research design. The popu!atlon of the study is made Up of
: Y staff wh:chnncludes cemf ed hbrarmns hbrary oﬁ' icers and hbrary assnstants from the -

ad
m‘r
il ¥ ', c‘
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The general objectives of this study is to find out the role of public libraries on the attainment of_. AL
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I« Table 1.2 Responses of library staff on their level of awareness of sustainable development
L goals.
B
E{ The table 1.2 showed responses by library staff on the level of awareness of sustainable -
it development goals in public librarics in Nigeria. 14 respondents representing 25.5% responded that
11~ they are extremely aware of the sustainable development goals. 25 of the respondents represented
by 45.5% responded that they are moderately aware of sustainable development goals.

{ 7 respondents represented by 12.7% responded that they are somewhat aware of sustainable
. development goals. 5 respondents represented by 9.1% responded that they are slightly aware of

! sustainable development goals while. 4 respondents represented by 7.3% responded that they are
' not aware at all of sustainable development goals.15 respondents represented by 27.3% responded
| that they have attended programmes that have to do with sustainable development goals.

' 10 respondents represented by 18.2% responded that they have moderately attended programmes

that have to do with sustainable development goals 8 respondents represented by 14.5% responded

that they have somewhat attended programmes that have to do with sustainable development goals

while nine of the respondents represented by 16.4% as slightly aware of programmes that have to

do with sustainable development goals while 13 respondents as represented by 23.6% have not at all

attended programs that have to do with sustainable development. Objective I sought to find out the

level of awareness of SDGS in public libraries in Nigeria and the table 4.1 above attempts to answer

. this question. 1% : iRkl y!

~* The main results of question 12 5 6 7 and 8 are =>3, which means that the decision is.retained. In _

- essence, a large number of respondents are moderately aware of the existence of SDGS. A large
. number are also aware of the organised programs that have to do with SDGS but even though they
 claim to be aware, a large number also stated that they haven't particularly received any training on
s o o g
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lu\m the (bl 14, there i strong wssociition betwien libriry staff M,; of Awireriss 'W,

implementation of SDCL This shows that us libraty staff level of awareness about SDC. necteqses,

‘h\ rate ol nnp'cn]b"“l““n ol Sha W”[ hL h]!lh' lunln rmore, 'h( ,]')";{(M“lm"' ‘V’f)lhfwlﬂ\',-" ﬁh’/?f’i

hal there is o statistical significance value of p=0.225, which meang p~ 0,05, The ml"hypmfu:;,m is

I'k‘jktlul i

4. Conclusion

[n-conelusion, the study discovered that-the public library is a viable toul for the development ,,f,;,,_. :

people: And- for (his to he elfectively done, the public library staff have to be educated on the
SDGS! fully dnvelved o the current ways of information acquisition and - dissemination Ulthh; :

“W“"“ being uctive on social media platforms so that they can keep abreast with what is

~happening around ihe world and  exposure to the use of ICT components. To ensure that public:
Libraries play a role in being an active tool for SDG implementation, some important steps must be

considered and these are presented as the recommendations below

Recommendations _

| There should be adequate awareness programmes by the government agencies in charge of

SDGS in arder to enlighten public library staff about the existence of SDGS and to work in
collaboration with for the effective dissemination of information about SDGS.

19

The public library staff should be encouraged with adequate incentives to attend
conferences, workshops and seminars that pertain to development in order to further expose
them to developmental strides happening around the world.

3. The government should invest more in the public Library through provision of better
infrastructure. modern material resources and better packages for staff’ to awaken the
Nigerian public Library system. '
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